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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 5:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
What must I do to be saved?  (Part 9) 

 
In the early days of the church, an angel of God instructed a 
man named Philip to go to the desert road which ran to Gaza. 
There Philip met a man from Ethiopia who had been to wor-
ship in Jerusalem and was headed home in his chariot, reading 
from the book of Isaiah (chapter 53). 
 
Acts 8:30-34: “So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading 
the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you 
are reading?”  And he said, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with 
him. The place in the Scripture which he read was this: “He 
was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and as a lamb before its 
shearer is silent, so He opened not His mouth. In His humili-
ation His justice was taken away, and who will declare His 
generation? For His life is taken from the earth.”  So the eu-
nuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does 
the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?” 
 
What happened next is almost breathtaking in its powerful 
simplicity. 
 
Acts 8:35-38: “Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 
from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. Now as they 
went down the road, they came to some water. And the eu-
nuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being 
baptized?”  Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your 
heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” So he commanded the chari-
ot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down 
into the water, and he baptized him.” 
 
Isn’t that a remarkable story? We find no fuss, no argument, 
and no debate over baptism. The good news of Jesus was 
shared, and an earnest Godseeker responded in a straightfor-
ward way to what he heard.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

January 12, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Jody McFadden 
Scripture .............................. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Doug & Kay Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

George Burnett, Alan Mahon, Doug Wilson, 
Steve Eppes, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Grape Juice (Bottled) 
 
January 13……...Blood Drive (City Hall) 
 
January 18………Children’s Mission Group 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

January 12, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Leonard Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….…....59 
Sunday Morning Worship…………68 
Sunday Evening Worship………….42 
Wednesday Worship………...……..41 
Contribution………….….....$1,609.50 
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tions, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
Jesus commanded people who wanted salvation 
to be baptized: 
 
Mark 16:15-16:  “And He said to them, “Go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He who believes and is bap-
tized will be saved; but he who does not be-
lieve will be condemned.” 
 

The early church taught and practiced 

baptism: On the day the New Testament 

church began, a huge crowd from all over the 
world had gathered in Jerusalem. When the 
apostle Peter spoke to these people, they were 
convicted of their sins:  
 
Acts 2:37-38: “Now when they heard this, 
they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, “Men and breth-
ren, what shall we do?” “Then Peter said to 
them, “Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Acts 2:40-41: “And with many other words he 
testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be 
saved from this perverse generation.” Then 
those who gladly received his word were bap-
tized; and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them.” 
 
From the very beginning of the church, baptism 
was practiced. Everywhere the gospel message 
went, people were baptized. The New Testa-
ment never describes an unbaptized Christian. 
 
John 3:5 — “Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, 
I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of 
God.” 

Baptism was something people did when 

they believed the gospel:  Acts 8:12-13: “But 

when they believed Philip as he preached the 
things concerning the kingdom of God and 
the name of Jesus Christ, both men and wom-
en were baptized. Then Simon himself also 
believed; and when he was baptized he con-
tinued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing 
the miracles and signs which were done.” 

 

We are baptized into Christ:  Paul used the 

term ‘in Him’ or ‘in Christ’ etc., nearly 160 
times in his writings, saying that we have to be 
‘in’ Christ in order to be saved.   
 
“In Christ” is where we all want to be 
(Ephesians 1:7 – “In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace…”). 
 
But how do we get there? Galatians 3:26-27: 
“For you are all sons of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were bap-
tized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
 
When you were baptized, it was as though you 
had put on Christ in the same way you put on 
new clothes. 
 

Spiritual circumcision: Baptism is spiritual 

circumcision, the way we enter into a covenant 
relationship with God: Genesis 17:14 - “Any 
male who fails to be circumcised will be cut 
off from the covenant family for breaking the 
covenant.”  
 
Colossians 2:11-12: “When you came to 
Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a 
physical procedure. Christ performed a spir-
itual circumcision—the cutting away of your 
sinful nature. For you were buried with Christ 
when you were baptized. And with him you 
were raised to new life because you trusted 
the mighty power of God, who raised Christ 
from the dead.” 
 
To be continued... 

PRAYERS: 
 
Piper Scudder has pneumonia. 
 
Arden Staggs had tubes put in her ears Mon-
day. 
 
Steve Jernigan, Jeanie Wilson’s brother-in-law, 
had open heart surgery Wednesday. 
 
Mary Ruth Nesler is taking chemo. 
 
Rick Armstrong is cancer free. 
 
Those on the prayer list are:  Gladie Kemp, Bet-
ty Andrews,  C.M. Tarwater,   R.W. & Betty 
Gibson, Daniel Barker, Bob Eppes, Judith Ste-
venson, Billy Baldwin, Virginia Harris, Johnita 
Burnett, Lisa Sanders, James Shoemaker, Gary 
Davis, John Chapel, Leslie Mosley,  Boyce 
Jones, Gary Poindexter, Chuck Lemmons, 
Kevin Beard, Kenneth Dowdy, Anita 
Trobaugh,  Mary Devasier, Donald Davis, Dan-
ny Jackson,  Lillie Deckleman, Tim Burnette, 
Chris McIllwane, Joel Harris. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of Rene 
Slocum who passed away Sunday.  Her funeral 
was Wednesday. 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

BLOOD DRIVE will be held at Hickory Ridge 
City Hall Monday, January 13th, from 4:00-8:00 
p.m. 
 
CHILDREN’S MISSION GROUP will meet Satur-
day, January 18th, at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

One of the sad ironies of the Christian faith is 
how something as simple and beautiful as 
baptism has become so complicated.  
 
Baptism is not a “work of man,” or an attempt 
to “earn” our salvation. Instead, it is an act of 
humble submission to the call of the gospel.  
 
As a commandment of God, baptism is a work 
of God, like belief: John 6:28-29: “Then they 
said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may 
work the works of God?” Jesus answered 
and said to them, “This is the work of God, 
that you believe in Him whom He sent.” 
 
All of the biblical examples of conversion indi-
cate that believers were baptized immediately 
with a strong sense of urgency. 
 
Because baptism is viewed in so many conflict-
ing ways today, we will ask and answer this 
question: “Why should I be baptized?”  
 

Jesus was baptized: Matthew 3:13-17: 

“Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan 
River to be baptized by John. But John tried 
to talk him out of it. “I am the one who 
needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “so 
why are you coming to me?” But Jesus said, 
“It should be done, for we must carry out all 
that God requires.” So John agreed to baptize 
him. After his baptism, as Jesus came up out 
of the water, the heavens were opened and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and settling on him. And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my dearly loved Son, 
who brings me great joy.” 
 

Jesus commanded baptism: Jesus began 

His ministry by being baptized, He concluded 
His ministry by commanding Christians to 
baptize people who wanted salvation: 
 
Matthew 28:18-20:  “And Jesus came and 
spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the na-


