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How Great Thou Art

So how do we know that God is great – all you have to do is walk outside on a dark night and look up
into the sky and you will know that this God we worship is greater than our wildest dreams and
imaginations.  The Bible says:

Psalm 19:1 – “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork.”

The heavens are not just up there for no reason, they are on display (like a giant billboard) and they are
shouting back down to all of us that God is amazing, He is indescribable, He is incredible, He is bigger
than you can possibly dream or imagine.  They are telling us to not count God out, don’t sell Him short,
He is huge, He is gi-normous, He is greater than every thought we have ever had of Him. So how did it
all begin?

Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

Some people think it was a big bang, I believe that when God created the universe, it was a big bang.
Here is my definition of the Big Bang Theory: “God spoke and BANG!  It happened!”

Genesis 1:3 – “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.”

When God said this, the universe came into existence! The Universe comprises the totality of
everything that exists, including all physical matter and energy, the planets, stars, galaxies, and the
contents of intergalactic space.  Scientists say the current age of the universe is 13.75 billion years, and
that the diameter of the observable universe is at least 93 billion light years.

Distant Galaxies – mankind’s deepest optical view of the universe, the Hubble Ultra Deep Field
(HUDF), shows galaxies over 13 billion light years from earth.

We usually refer to things as the “known” universe, which means the universe is so big we haven’t built
a big enough telescope yet to see all of it.  Every time we build a bigger one, we discover something
new, we are amazed and wowed all over again. It’s almost like God is laughing at us and saying
“Congratulations, but is that all you’ve got? Go back and build a bigger one and when you come back
I’ll show you something else you haven’t seen yet!”

Scientists believe that there must be intelligent life out there somewhere, because the universe is way
oversized for just you and me here on earth.  But what if the primary purpose of the universe is not to be
our home – what if it’s primary purpose is to show off the splendor and the majesty and the glory and the
greatness of its Creator – if that’s the case the universe isn’t too big, it’s just about the right size after all!

Psalm 33:6 – “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the
breath of His mouth.”

Genesis 1:16 – “Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser
light to rule the night. He made the stars also.”
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We live in a star system called “The Milky Way Galaxy.” Ancient cultures regarded the Milky Way as
a ‘splash of spilt cream.’ The Romans called it: Via Lactea, or “The Road made of Milk.”

Next slide: They were referring to the pale band of light formed by stars in the galactic plane as seen
from Earth.

Scientists believe the Milky Way is a barred spiral galaxy. It is approximately 100,000 light-years
across and about 1,000 light years thick. A light year is the distance that light, traveling at 186,282 miles
per second, travels in one year (5.77 trillion miles).  Our nearest star is 4.3 light years away.  The Milky
Way is estimated to have over 300 billion stars. All of the stars that we can see with our naked eye are
in the Milky Way Galaxy. It has been estimated that it would take 2500 years to count all the stars in the
Milky Way one by one. It’s big, but as big as it is, it is only one of billions of galaxies in the known or
observable (what we can see) universe.

We have to learn to right-size God!  He is not our size, He doesn’t think like us! He is bigger than
anything we have ever seen or could possibly imagine!  God is big, He is awesome, He is amazing, He is
great!  The heavens tell us that, but it also tells us that we are really, really small!  God Himself said:

Isaiah 46:5 – “To whom will you liken Me, and make Me equal  and compare Me, that we should
be alike?”

Job 22:12 – “Is not God in the height of heaven? And see the highest stars, how lofty they are!”

Psalm 147:4 – “He counts the number of the stars; He calls them all by name.”

How many stars are in the universe? No one really knows for sure, but the most recent calculated
guess by the Australian National University in July 2003 puts it at 70,000 million, million, million; or 70
sextillion (7 followed by 22 zero’s).  The newest estimates gained by the Hubble space telescope place
the estimate of 500 billion Galaxies each with about 300 billion stars for each galaxy. Astronomers say
there are about ten times more stars than grains of sand in all of earth’s deserts and beaches.

“This is not the total number of stars in the universe, but it's the number within range of our
telescopes. The real number could be much, much larger still -- some people think it is infinite.”
(Simon Driver of the Australian National University).

Another NASA Web site puts the count at “zillions,” a word that does not represent a real figure but
rather an "extremely large, indeterminate number." In other words, the very best guess scientists can
make is: “We will never really know.”

One thing is certain - we cannot see most of the stars that are out there.  But there are some things in
space we can see!

The Solar System – Even though God told them not to, the ancients worshipped the planets as gods!
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Deuteronomy 4:19 – “And take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun,
the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, you feel driven to worship them and serve them,
which the Lord your God has given to all the peoples under the whole heaven as a heritage.”

The Sun – is our star, and is over 10,000 degrees on the surface. The Sun is by far the largest object in
our solar system. It contains 98% of the solar system's total mass. It would take over one million Earth’s
to “fill up” the Sun if it were hollow.

“It would take seven million years of the gross national product of the United States to pay for your
local power company to run the sun for one second - and it's just one of billions of stars in our galaxy,
which is just one of billions of galaxies in the known universe that God has made - He's that big!!!”

However, it is small compared to others like Canis Majoris, the largest star ever found so far. Canis
Majoris would extend beyond the orbit of Saturn, about 2000 times the size of our sun.

Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun. Because it is so close to the Sun, temperatures on Mercury are
extreme. Mercury’s dark side, which faces away from the Sun, typically goes down to about 300
degrees below zero, while the side facing the Sun easily tops 800 degrees Fahrenheit.

Venus is known as the Earth’s “twin” because the two planets are so similar in size. It’s also the closest
planet to the earth, that’s why it’s the brightest planet/star in the sky.

Moon – earth’s only satellite

Mars – the Red Planet

Jupiter – the largest gas giant with the red eye

Saturn – rings

Uranus - Uranus is unique because its axis of rotation is tilted sideways – it doesn’t rotate or spin, it
rolls forward.

Neptune – has the strongest sustained winds of any planet in the Solar System, with recorded wind
speeds of over 1,000 MPH

Pluto is about 39 times as far from the sun as Earth is. Its average distance from the sun is about
3,647,240,000 miles (5,869,660,000 kilometers). It takes 248 Earth years for Pluto to travel once around
the sun. Because it is so far away, Pluto cannot be seen without a telescope.

Let’s go further out: Job 9:8-9: “He alone spreads out the heavens, and treads on the waves of the
sea; He made the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades…”
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The Great Bear – the Big Dipper – Ursa Major - The Big Dipper is the most commonly recognized
configuration of stars in the northern sky, and is part of a constellation called Ursa Major, or the Great
Bear.  This grouping of stars is one of the few things that has likely been seen, and will be seen, by
every generation. Connecting two stars in the far part of the Big Dipper will lead to Polaris, the North
Star, which is part of the Little Dipper. The second star in the handle is called Mizar, a double or binary
star, and was used by the ancient Arabs to test their eyesight (see both stars).

Orion - the Hunter, is one of the most easily recognizable constellations in planet Earth’s night sky. The
red giant Betelgeuse is in the upper left, supergiant Rigel is at the lower right.  Bellatrix is at the upper
right, and Saiph is at the lower left.  Orion’s belt (left to right) are Alnitak, Alnilam, and Mintaka, all
about 1,500 light-years away (Orion’s nebula; Horsehead nebula; Cat’s Eye nebula).

The Pleiades – is the most famous star cluster in the sky.  It is also known as the Seven Sisters and is
one of the brightest clusters in the sky.  It contains over 3000 stars, is about 400 light years away, and is
13 light years across.

Let’s go even further out:

Andromeda – the nearest galaxy is 2.5 million light years away and has about one trillion stars. It is
one of the farthest objects visible to the naked eye.

The Whirlpool galaxy - is a “grand-design spiral galaxy” (prominent and well-defined spiral arms)
located at a distance of approximately 23 million light-years and is known for its sharply defined spiral
arms. It is called the “darling of astronomy.”

It is one of the most famous galaxies in the sky and can be seen with binoculars. It sits in space face on
towards the earth, may have 500 billion stars.

Sombrero Galaxy - A brilliant white core is encircled by thick dust lanes in this spiral galaxy, seen
edge-on. We are six degrees above the elliptic plane.  The galaxy is 50,000 light-years across and 28
million light years from Earth.

Isaiah 48:13 – “Indeed My hand has laid the foundation of the earth, and My right hand has
stretched out the heavens; when I call to them, they stand up together.”

Jeremiah 32:17 – “Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your
great power and outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You.”

Why are they up there? One reason – to show us the glory of God. Night after night they remind us of
just how small we are, and how huge God is.  He is a God of unfathomable size and power. But as tiny
as we may seem, the God who knows every star by name also knows yours, and mine.
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Now let’s bring it home:

Isaiah 40:21-22: “Have you not known? Have you not heard?  Has it not been told you from the
beginning?  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is He who sits above
the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens
like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.”

Earth – our home.  This picture was taken from Apollo 17.  The first time we saw this we were stunned.
When you step back and look at this, we get the feeling that maybe we aren’t so big after all.  Maybe we
aren’t quite as important as we thought we were.  Neil Armstrong said on his way home from the Apollo
11 mission “I remember on the way home on Apollo 11 it suddenly struck me that tiny pea pretty and
blue was the earth.  I put my thumb up and shut one eye and my thumb blotted out planet earth.  But I
didn’t feel like a giant, I felt very, very small.”

Psalm 8:3-4: “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars,
which You have ordained, what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You
visit him?”

In 1977 we launched Voyager 1 to take pictures of the bodies in our solar system.  Thirteen years later,
in 1990, NASA sent the satellite a command to turn around and take a panoramic set of pictures of all
the planets.  By now Voyager was 3.7 billion miles away from the earth, traveling 40,000 miles per hour.
It took 60 images to get all of it in. One of the images became very famous – it’s called the Pale Blue
Dot. These streaks are beams of sunlight – it just so happens that suspended in one of the beams was
this tiny little speck – that is us, earth, from 3.7 billion miles away, caught in a ray of light.

“Look again at that dot.  That’s here.  That’s home.  That’s us. On it everyone you love, everyone you
know, everyone you ever heard of, every human being who ever was, lived out their lives…on a mote
of dust suspended in a sunbeam!” Carl Sagan

I’m not trying to make you feel small - I’m trying to help you understand that you are small. But as tiny
as we are, we are known and prized by majesty who loves us and knows us even though we are tiny little
people on a tiny world in a very large universe.

Pause before next slide: Now I want to take you way out, as far as we can go, so far out that what you
are about to see cannot be described in human words – this scene is simply indescribable!  It is The
Greatest Wonder of All time. Show picture of Jesus!

He made everything we’ve seen today.  Everything was created by Him and through Him and for Him.
For us, the maker of the universe came to this pale blue dot, and was crucified on a cross made out of
wood that He created! So again I ask, “Why are they up there?” To show us how loving and merciful
our God really is!

Psalm 103:11 – “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for those who
fear Him; As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”
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Now I want to show you one last image, an amazing photo of the core of the whirlpool galaxy taken by
the Hubble telescope on June 8, 1992.  When they zoomed in on the center of the whirlpool galaxy, here
is what they found – scientists call it The Whirlpool X Factor!

NASA says the “X” is due to absorption by dust and marks the exact position of a black hole that is as
large as one million stars like our sun. Call it what you will, but I know what it looks like to me!  It
reminds me of Jesus Christ, the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

The universe is God saying: “Check this out, everywhere you turn, you are going to find Jesus;
everywhere you turn, you are going to find mercy and grace and kindness and forgiveness!”

The universe is God saying “I love you.”

The cross is God saying “I have loved you with an everlasting love!”

It is a love so amazing, so divine, it demands and deserves and should get back our whole hearts, our life
and our hope!

Long Before - “Long before you decided what you were going to do with God, God decided what He
was going to do with you – that was to not give you what your sins deserved, but to give His Son what
your sins deserved, and to give you the gift of Himself and an invitation to live forever!”

Don’t you think that a God Who can do all of that, can take care of you all of your life and for all of
eternity!


