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Hearing God’s Word

“Sin will keep you from God’s word and God’s word will keep you from sin.”

Without a doubt, the single most important thing a person must do if they want to go to heaven is to hear the Word of
God, believe the Word of God, and obey the Word of God!

James 1:21-25: “So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted
in your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls.  But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it
says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.  For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing
at your face in a mirror.  You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully
into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God
will bless you for doing it.”

Friends, we must not allow sin to destroy us, that’s why our greatest need is to be challenged by the Word of God.
However, far too many Christians do not take the Bible serious enough, and have developed a flippant attitude toward
Bible study time.

When you mention Bible study, you are likely to get some of these reactions. “I heard all of those stories by the time
I was twelve.” “Bible study involves memorizing trivial details that have nothing to do with my life.”

For many, the Bible has become irrelevant, tedious, and boring - they do not see that the Word of God is the answer
for a lost and dying world, a lost and dying church, a lost and dying person.

Many people in our culture and even some in the church do not want to be held accountable for anything. The
reigning philosophy today is “I’m ok, you’re ok,” or “I do my thing, you do your thing,” the emphasis is on a life
without standards, a life with no rules. All we want is a word to tell us that we are “OK.” If we are in Christ, we are
okay: Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus…”

However, the Word of God is not just a word of hope. There is another aspect of Scripture.  The Bible tells us what
we must do to be saved and how we must live if we want to stay saved, as well as what will happen to us if we don’t
(Hebrews 12:14 – “Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a holy life, for those who are not
holy will not see the Lord”).

The Bible is crystal clear on this point - words of cheap grace do not sustain the life of the church. If we are willful
sinners and outside of Christ, we are not o.k. – we are lost!

1 Peter 4:17-18: “For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God’s household. And if
judgment begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those who have never obeyed God’s Good News? And also,
“If the righteous are barely saved, what will happen to godless sinners?”

God knows what our sin will do to us - unconfessed and unrepented of sin in the life of a child of God will bring
terrible consequences. That’s why He tells us in no uncertain terms that unless we deal with our sins in this life, we
will answer for what we have done, and we will be lost forever!

Romans 6:23 - “For the wages of sin is death…”

James 1:15 - “…when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth
death.”
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Isaiah 59:1-2: “Listen! The Lord’s arm is not too weak to save you, nor is his ear too deaf to hear you call. It’s
your sins that have cut you off (separated you) from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not
listen anymore.”

That’s why God forbids us to sin!  However, “Sin is not hurtful because it is forbidden, it is forbidden because it is
hurtful!”

Hebrews 3:12-13: “Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your own hearts are not evil and
unbelieving, turning you away from the living God. You must warn each other every day, while it is still
“today,” so that none of you will be deceived by sin and hardened against God.”

The Israelites fell in the wilderness because of a heart problem - they did not want to believe and obey God’s Word.

Their sin hardened their hearts, produced unbelief, and kept an entire generation out of the Promised Land. If we do
the same thing the Hebrews did, we will suffer their fate (Hebrews 4:11 – “So let us do our best to enter that rest.
But if we disobey God, as the people of Israel did, we will fall”).

If sin is so terrible, what can be done about it? People deal with their sins in many different ways. Some deny them;
others ignore them; many make excuses for them. Then there are those who try to hide them. However, it is
impossible to hide our sins, because the Word of God exposes them.

Hebrews 4:12 – “For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword,
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.”

A person consists of a spirit and soul and body, which includes joints and marrow (1 Thessalonians 5:23 – “Now
may the God of peace make you holy in every way, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept
blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again”).

The “soul and spirit” refer to the inner man. The outer man is described by the terms flesh (Colossians 2:5,
Matthew 26:41, Galatians 5:16-17) and body (Romans 6:6, Romans 8:13, 1 Corinthians 6:13; 6:19-20).

However, the point of this passage isn’t to give us a definition of the difference between soul and spirit. The
language is poetic – it teaches us that God’s word penetrates to the inmost recesses of our spiritual being like a sword
cuts through the joints and marrow of the body.

The Bible is like a surgeon’s knife, as we read it, it exposes our soul and spirit – our thoughts and intentions, for God
to see, we are “laid open” before God like the neck of the sacrificial animal. God’s word is so sharp and precise - it
can reveal even the most carefully hidden sin. As Marshall Keeble once said: “It cuts agoing and acoming.”

God’s word challenges us and calls us to repentance and accountability! If we don’t obey, we will be lost! Unless we
submit ourselves to the surgery of His Word, the church will cease to be His church, and we will cease to be His
people.

Hebrews 4:13 – “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes,
and he is the one to whom we are accountable.”

Think of an individual who has done everything he can to hide the flaws of his body. Then think of his embarrassment
as he is stripped of his clothing and every flaw is exposed.

Regardless of outward religious show, God sees us as we really are. There is no one or nothing that can be hidden
from God - He knows and sees everything.
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Numbers 32:23 – “…be sure your sin will find you out.”

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14: “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man (man’s all).
For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.”

Matthew 10:26 – “For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.”

Matthew 12:36 – “But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the
Day of Judgment.”

1 Corinthians 4:5 – “For He will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives.”

2 Corinthians 5:10 – “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the
things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”

Revelation 2:23 – “…I am He who searches the minds and hearts.  And I will give to each one of you according
to your works.”

1 Timothy 5:24 – “Some men’s sins are clearly evident, preceding them to judgment, but those of some men
follow later.”

God knows all about us, and someday we will stand before Him in judgment and give an account of our lives?
Romans 14:12 – “So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.”

Are you ready? Or do you need to repent of your sins and change your life! As long as we leave sin unconfessed, we
are actually saying that we don't believe the Lord could come right now.

Psalm 66:18 – “If I had not confessed the sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.”

Proverbs 28:13 – “You will never succeed in life if you try to hide your sins. Confess them and give them up,
then God will show mercy to you.” (GNB)

For Christians who don’t take their Christianity very seriously, a word of caution – Hebrews 10:26-27: “Dear
friends, if we deliberately continue sinning after we have received knowledge of the truth, there is no longer
any sacrifice that will cover these sins. There is only the terrible expectation of God’s judgment and the raging
fire that will consume His enemies.”

If we are not ready, our face to face encounter with Jesus will be terrifying! Hebrews 10:31 – “It is a fearful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God.”

But if we are ready, our encounter will be terrific, because if we have been washed in the blood of the Lamb, then no
sin will be charged against us, because Jesus took those sins on Himself:

1 Peter 2:24 – “He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for
what is right. By his wounds you are healed.”

2 Corinthians 5:21 – “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could
be made right with God through Christ.”

1 Peter 3:18 – “Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring
you safely home to God.”
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If we are Christians, if we are “in Christ,” then our mistakes have been corrected by Jesus, and God will remember
our sins no more and will not bring them up on the Day of Judgment (Hebrews 8:12 – “And I will forgive their
wickedness, and I will never again remember their sins”).

Because of what Jesus did for us on the cross, the Day of Judgment won’t be a day of reckoning for us, it will be a
day when Jesus says well done, when we receive the rewards He has for us: Revelation 22:12 – “And behold, I am
coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.”

Someday Jesus’ throne will be the throne of judgment, but today, for the faithful child of God, it is the throne of
grace. We need mercy and grace to be saved; we also need mercy and grace to stay saved.

Hebrews 4:14-16: “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

The phrase translated “in time of need” means “for timely help.”
Whenever you need help, God is there (Psalm 46:1 – “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble”).

And He is here for you today!!! Romans 15:4 - “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our
instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”

Friends, God refuses to compromise the spiritual purity of heaven. So if you lead a godless life, you can expect a
godless eternity. Spend a life telling God to leave you alone, and He will. He will grant you an existence “without
God and without hope” (Ephesians 2:12). Are you listening?

Life’s greatest calamity, from God’s perspective, is that people die in sin. Forget earthquakes or economic
depressions. The ultimate disaster is carrying your sins to your grave.

Hopelessness and chaos do not have the last word in the Bible – in the Bible, things turn out well.  I know because
I’ve read the last page of the Bible. For a true child of God, the Bible has a happy ending:

Revelation 22:1-5: “Then the angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb. It flowed down the center of the main street. On each side of the river grew a
tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for medicine to
heal the nations. No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of God and of the Lamb will be
there, and his servants will worship him. And they will see his face, and his name will be written on their
foreheads. And there will be no night there—no need for lamps or sun—for the Lord God will shine on them.
And they will reign forever and ever.”


