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God’s Love 

 

Many years ago, the gangster Al Capone virtually owned Chicago. He was notorious for enmeshing the city in 

everything from bootlegged alcohol and prostitution to murder. Capone had a lawyer nicknamed “Easy Eddie” 

(Artful Eddie). He was the slickest of the slick lawyers, whose main job was to run Al Capone’s dog tracks.  He 

mastered the simple technique of fixing the races by overfeeding seven of the dogs and betting on the eighth.  They 

made a fortune.   

 

Eddie was very good! In fact, his skill at legal maneuvering kept Big Al out of jail for a long time. To show his 

appreciation, Capone paid him very well and took very special care of him. 

 

For instance, he and his family occupied a fenced-in mansion with live-in help and all of the conveniences of the day. 

The estate was so large that it filled an entire Chicago City block.  

 

Eddie had everything a man of the world could want as he lived the high life of the Chicago mob - wealth, status, 

style.  So why do you suppose he decided to turn himself in and offer state’s evidence on Capone?  What was his 

motive?  Didn’t he know the consequences of telling on the mob?  He knew, but he’d made up his mind!  But what 

did he have to gain?  What could society give him that he didn’t already have?  He had money, power, and prestige - 

so what was the catch?  The catch was, he had a soft spot – he had a son he loved dearly.   

 

Eddie saw to it that his young son had the best of everything - clothes, cars and a good education. Nothing was 

withheld. Price was no object. And, despite his involvement with organized crime, Eddie even tried to teach him right 

from wrong. Eddie wanted his son to be a better man than he was.  

 

Yet, with all his wealth and influence, there were two things he couldn’t give his son - he couldn’t pass on a good 

name and a good example. 

 

Eddie wanted to give his son a name and a life that would be respectable.  But to do that, he would have to clear his 

own - that’s why he turned himself in (some say). Eddie wanted to rectify wrongs he had done. He decided he would 

go to the authorities and tell the truth about Al Capone, clean up his tarnished name and offer his son some semblance 

of integrity. To do this, he would have to testify against the Mob, and he knew that the cost would be great.  

 

Eddie was willing to take a risk so that his son could have a clean slate, but he never saw his dream come true.  You 

see, the mob didn’t forget. Seven years later, in November of 1939, Easy Eddie’s life ended in a blaze of gunfire on a 

lonely Chicago Street. Police removed from his pockets a rosary, a crucifix, a religious medallion and a poem clipped 

from a magazine. The poem read: 

 

The clock of life is wound but once and no man has the power 
To tell just when the hands will stop at late or early hour. 
Now is the only time you own, live, love, toil with a will. 
Place no faith in time, for the clock may soon be still. 
 

Do you think it was worth it for Eddie to do this?  For his son, it was.  His son lived up to the sacrifice his father had 

made, and today has one of the best known names in the whole world.  

 

But before we talk about his son, let’s talk about the principle of love that’s not afraid to act, or no fear love. 
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I. No Fear Love 

 

John 12:1-8: “Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been 

dead, whom He had raised from the dead. There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus 

was one of those who sat at the table with Him. Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, 

anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the 

oil.
 
But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, “Why was this fragrant 

oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but 

because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.
 
But Jesus said, “Let her 

alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not 

have always.” 

 

Mark 14:3 tells us that they were in the house of Simon the leper - but he was no longer a leper.  The Bible doesn’t 

say when Jesus healed him, but at this moment in the last week of Jesus’ life, he was having Jesus over for dinner.  

This may sound like a simple thing to do, but it was a dangerous thing to do, because the Pharisees wanted Jesus dead 

and they wanted Lazarus dead.  But Simon and Lazarus didn’t care; they could never forget what Jesus had done for 

them.  And Mary didn’t forget either, that Jesus raised her brother from the dead, so she took the risk of being 

identified with Jesus at this moment to express her love for Him.  It didn’t matter to her what the Pharisees thought, 

and she didn’t care that the apostles didn’t like her using this oil (Nard, imported from India worth a year’s wages) - 

she loved Jesus and wanted to show Him.  Jesus said she was preparing His body for burial, and He also took it as an 

act of worship.   

 

Mary’s act of devotion was costly and unusual - both because she poured the oil on His feet instead of the head and 

because she used her hair to wipe the feet.  A respectable woman did not let her hair down in public then - she showed 

humility because it was a slave’s job to tend the feet.   

 

Mark 14:6-9: “But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good work for Me. For 

you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have 

always. She has done what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. Assuredly, I say 

to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a 

memorial to her.” 

 

What Jesus was trying to tell us is that there comes a time for love that is not afraid to act, that there is a time to 

stand up and do what is right because it is the right thing to do, a time to risk your life and maybe even lose it for those 

you love.  And when the time comes - seize it, don’t miss it.  But many times we don’t act, because we are afraid, of 

what others might think, of what we might lose! 

 

II.  When Jesus overcame His fear 

 

Matthew 26:36-46: “Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit 

here while I go and pray over there.” And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began 

to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. 

Stay here and watch with Me.”
 
He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, 

if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”
 
Then He came to the 

disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch 

and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
 
Again, a second 

time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, 

Your will be done.” And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy.
 
So He left them, 

went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. Then He came to His disciples and said to 
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them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed 

into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand.” 

 

While Jesus is praying, He looks across the garden at the dearest friends He has and they are asleep.  Although He 

knows they are tired, He doesn’t want to be alone.  As Jesus looks at the city of Jerusalem, He can see what the 

disciples can’t see.  He can see the demons running around causing trouble; He can see Satan working on Judas and 

the Pharisees and the High Priest.  He knows that Satan and hell are doing everything they can to kill Him and stop 

His plan, but they didn’t understand His plan at all.  History records this as a battle of the Jews against Jesus.  It 

wasn’t.  It was a battle of God against Satan. 

 

And Jesus knew it.  He knew that before the war was over, He would be taken captive.  He knew that before victory 

would come defeat.  He knew that before He could go back to heaven, He would have to go to hell. And He was 

afraid.  And He wanted to talk to His Father about it.   

 

We need to realize that in this final prayer, Jesus prayed for me and you.  John 17:20-21: “I do not pray for these 

alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, 

are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.” 

 

That is us. His final prayer, final pain, and final passion was for us.  But He is afraid, and He has never felt so alone.  

What has to be done; only He can do.  An angel can’t do it; another human can’t do it - there is no force on earth 

strong enough to overcome evil, except God.   

 

So He begged God the Father to find another way, to deliver Him from what He could see was going to happen.  He 

asked to get out, He begged for an exit - if He could have done it any other way, He would have turned His back on 

the whole mess and walked away. But God said no, because there was no other way.   

 

So at some point in the night, Jesus looked out over Jerusalem, looked into hell and what He saw caused Him to make 

up His mind once and for all. When He stood up, the battle was over - He knew what He had to do and He wasn’t 

going to ask God to stop it any more.  In reality, the final battle was won right here, because it was in the garden that 

night that Jesus made His decision, based on what He saw, and what He had in His heart. 

 

III.  Butch O’hare 

 
Had Easy Eddie lived to see his son Butch grow up, he would have been very proud of him - he was appointed to the 

Naval Academy and was commissioned as a navy pilot in WWII. 

 

On February 20, 1942, when most of his squadron was sent on a mission, nine more Japanese bombers were spotted 

flying toward the Aircraft Carrier Lexington.   

 

The carrier only had two aircraft left to confront the enemy bombers – Butch and his wingman (Marion Dufilho).  

They dove to try and head them off, but Butch’s wingman discovered his guns were jammed.  He was forced to turn 

away. Butch stood alone between the Lexington and the bombers.  

 

Butch didn’t hesitate. At full throttle, he roared into the enemy formation, attacking one plane after another while 

taking heavy fire. One by one he attacked the bombers until five had been shot down and one had been severely 

crippled. One eyewitness reported that at one point, he saw three of the bombers falling in flames at the same time.  

 

The film from the gun-camera mounted on his plane told the tale. In an amazing example of daring and shooting skill, 

Butch had destroyed five enemy aircraft, saving hundreds of lives of crewmen on the Aircraft Carrier Lexington.   
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In one battle, Butch became the Navy’s first Ace of WWII. He was promoted to lieutenant commander and became 

the first naval aviator to be awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.  

 

Butch was shot down and killed on November 26, 1943, but the city of Chicago didn’t forget his efforts. On 

September 19, 1949, they renamed Chicago’s Orchard Depot Airport the Chicago O’Hare International Airport in 

tribute to the courage of this great man.  Butch O’Hare was the son of Eddie O’Hare.  

 

Today when people say his name in Chicago, they don’t think about gangsters, they think about Butch being a war 

hero.   

 

And the next time you say or read his name, you have something else to think about as well.  Think about the undying 

love his father had for him and the risk he was willing to take to give him a life.   

 

Think about it, if you ever get to fly into the airport named after the son of a gangster who loved his son so much he 

was willing to sacrifice his own life in order to give him a life.  

 

If you go to this airport, visit the display located at Terminal 2 – they have his Medal of Honor, a statue, and a full size 

Grumman F4F-3 Wildcat fighter aircraft like the one Butch flew that day. 

 

IV. Conclusion 

 

What Jesus saw that night was me and you in hell.  And He made up His mind that He would rather go to hell for us, 

than go back to heaven without us – God would have rather died than live without us! 

 

So for a few hours He suffered the full wrath of God in order to pay for our sins just so we wouldn’t have to for all of 

eternity: 

 

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life.”   

 

Romans 5:8 – “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.” 


