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Giving 

 

As we have seen, singing, praying, the Lord’s Supper, and hearing God’s word are all acts of worship that we must do 

“from the heart.”  Giving as we have been prospered is also an act of worship! We must worship God with giving 

hearts!  
 

I. God’s Perfect Pattern For Giving 

 

In 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, God gives us a pattern which He expects us to follow as we give to Him for the purpose of 

financing the work of the church.  

 

1 Corinthians 16:1-2: “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of 

Galatia, so you must do also: On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as 

he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.” NKJV 

 

This requirement does not forbid us to give at other times or for other purposes. Christians may give beyond this, but 

our first responsibility is to give to the church on the first day of every week. Christ and His church are inseparable; 

therefore, to give to the church is to give to Christ. 

 

God’s plan for financing the church’s activities is not hosting bingo games or church bazaars, begging merchants for 

money, or getting involved in business activities. His plan is to meet these needs by the freewill contributions of the 

members of the church.  

 

II. The perfect purpose 

 

Paul began his discussion of giving by saying, “Now concerning the collection for the saints…” That phrase 

answers the question Why give? 

 

The primary reason for giving is to support the preaching and teaching of the gospel and all the works we use to do 

that. We also pay regular bills so that we can have a place to worship collectively.  We also give to help people who 

are in need (poor saint in Jerusalem)! This includes supporting widows (1 Timothy 5) who have no family to care for 

them.  

 

III. The perfect time 

 

Paul said that the Corinthians were to give “On the first day of the week…” Here Paul answers the question When 

should we give? 

 

Obviously, this day was chosen because Christians met publicly on the Lord’s Day to partake of the Lord’s Supper 

(Acts 20:7; Revelation 1:10). According to 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, the offering was taken during the gathering. 

 

For Christians to give every week rather than once in a while or only when a special collection is taken is the best 

plan for giving because it ensures that the church will have the money it needs to meet its commitments.  

 

Since the work and the expenses of the church continue even when we are away, and since we are part of the 

congregation, we should help meet those expenses all the time - even when we must be gone. 
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IV.  The perfect people 

 

“Let each one of you lay something aside…” Here he answered the question Who should give? 

 

All Christians are steward of what God has given us, all of us are required to set aside some money to put into a 

common church treasury.  

 

The requirement to give applies to everyone who has been prospered.  

 

Can one be too poor to give? If one has not been prospered, then he or she is not required to give. Otherwise, one 

cannot be too poor to give - as the poor widow (Mark 12:41–44) and the poor people of Macedonia (2 Corinthians 

8:1–5) demonstrated. Any Christian who has income should give to God. 

 

Mark 12:41-44: ‘Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And 

many who were rich put in much. Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 

So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in 

more than all those who have given to the treasury; for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of 

her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.” NKJV 

 

The widow’s two mites were two very small copper coins, a small fraction of a day’s wages.  In giving these, she 

gave all she had to live on, which means she gave sacrificially.  Jesus wasn’t condemning the others; they no doubt 

were following the law.  He was impressed with her attitude of faith and trust in God to take care of her! 

 

Our gift, like hers, should not be just to meet what we think is a legal requirement – we don’t have one like she did.  

Our gift should be made voluntarily – because we want to give out of love and gratitude – because we see our giving 

as a privilege instead of a burden we dread!  

 

V.  The perfect proportion 

 

The Christian is to give “as he may prosper,” or “as God hath prospered him,” or “in keeping with your 

income.” In this clause, Paul answered the question How much should we give? 

 

The Old Testament designated a specific percent for worshipers to give: 10 percent of all the worshiper had. This was 

called “the tithe” (Leviticus 27:30; Deuteronomy 14:22; Malachi 3:8–10).  

 

The New Testament does not specify a certain percent for Christians to give - we are on our honor in deciding how 

much to give. We should seriously think about what we have received from God, about what God expects of us, and 

about what we can do. Then we must make a commitment to God concerning what we plan to give to Him. 

 

Mac Layton said, “The New law is not based on any definite percent set for us by law, but is a definite percent set 

by us, computed by the law of love.” 
 

VI. Governing principles 

 

Paul reminds us of the principles that ought to govern our giving in 2 Corinthians 8; 9.  

 

Romans 15:26 – “For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor 

among the saints who are in Jerusalem.”  NKJV 
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They gave sacrificially - 2 Corinthians 8:1-3: “And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the 

grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy 

and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, 

and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own...” NIV 

 

The Macedonians were going through a very rough time - they were experiencing poverty themselves.  Yet they gave 

“beyond their ability.”  

 

They gave joyfully - 2 Corinthians 8:2 – “In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 

extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.” NIV  

 

Somehow they had discovered “the joy of giving.”  They understood what Jesus said in Acts 20:35 – “…It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.”  NKJV 
 

1 Chronicles 29:9 – “Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart they 

had offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced greatly.” NKJV 

 

This is the kind of giving that God loves - 2 Corinthians 9:6-7: “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in 

his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” NKJV 

 

They gave voluntarily - 2 Corinthians 8:3 – “For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even 

beyond their ability. Entirely on their own…” NIV 
 

They gave with a willing mind - 2 Corinthians 8:12 – “For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable 

according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.” NIV 
 

Giving must never be done “begrudgingly” or because you feel you “have to.”  If you don’t want to give, you may 

as well not give at all.  

 

They gave persistently - 2 Corinthians 8:4 – “…they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this 

service to the Lord’s people.” NIV 
 

They wouldn’t take “no” for an answer. With the Philippians, we know their giving to Paul persisted throughout his 

life. 

 

They gave of themselves - 2 Corinthians 8:5 – “And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first 

of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.” NIV 

 

This explains how they were able to give as they did! They gave themselves “first to the Lord.” 

 

When a person does this, they do not worry about the cost of giving. Proverbs 3:9-10: “Honor the Lord with your 

possessions, and with the first fruits of all your increase; so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats 

will overflow with new wine.” NKJV 

 

When we give to the church on the first day of the week, we are giving to the Lord.  We are putting the church, God’s 

kingdom, first! We shouldn’t fear giving generously. 

 

However, our reason for giving should not be to receive. Rather, we should give to honor and obey God, to show our 

gratitude to Him, and to do good. Anything we receive as a result of our giving should be an unexpected blessing.  

Nowhere in the Bible does it say that those who give a certain amount will receive a certain amount. However, we 

may in fact prosper if we give as God has directed.   
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Proverbs 11:24 – “Some people give much but get back even more. Others don’t give what they should and end 

up poor.” NCV 

 

VII.  Dishonoring God 

 

Malachi 1:6 – “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am the Father, where is My honor? 

And if I am a Master, where is My reverence? Says the Lord of hosts to you priests who despise My name. Yet 

you say, ‘In what way have we despised Your name?’” NKJV 

 

God is our Father and Master – we owe Him every honor – we own Him our hearts! Yet when we come in here we 

don’t always take worship serious, in fact to many people it is a bother.  It is an insult to God to think like this – being 

lukewarm is the worst sort of blasphemy there is (Revelation 3). 

 

Malachi 1:7-14: “You offer defiled food on My altar, but say, ‘In what way have we defiled You?’ By saying, 

‘The table of the Lord is contemptible.’ And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when 

you offer the lame and sick, Is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? 

Would he accept you favorably?” Says the Lord of hosts. “But now entreat God’s favor, that He may be 

gracious to us. While this is being done by your hands, Will He accept you favorably?” Says the Lord of hosts. 

“Who is there even among you who would shut the doors, so that you would not kindle fire on My altar in 

vain? I have no pleasure in you,” says the Lord of hosts, “Nor will I accept an offering from your hands. For 

from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; In every place 

incense shall be offered to My name, and a pure offering; for My name shall be great among the nations,” says 

the Lord of hosts. “But you profane it, In that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is defiled; and its fruit, its food, is 

contemptible.’ You also say, ‘Oh, what a weariness!’ And you sneer at it,” says the Lord of hosts. “And you 

bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick; Thus you bring an offering! Should I accept this from your hand?” 

Says the Lord. “But cursed be the deceiver who has in his flock a male, and takes a vow, but sacrifices to the 

Lord what is blemished - for I am a great King,” Says the Lord of hosts, “And My name is to be feared among 

the nations.” NKJV 

 

They had despised the name of God by offering polluted offerings to God (doesn’t just apply to money but in 

everything we do).  They were giving God blemished, flea-bitten, blind, deaf, dead animals - dog food, castoffs, 

crumbs.   
 

The image is vivid.  A family on its way to the temple realizes they have forgotten the sacrifice, so the husband goes 

back to get one.  He picks up a big fat one and decides it is too valuable; he wants to enter another one in a contest, 

another for breeding.  He finally comes upon a frail lamb with a broken leg and spotted wool and says “this one will 

be a good one to get rid of.”  What he doesn’t realize is that God has been watching the choosing, the whole process.  

He has heard the man say, “I will give a token but not my heart.”   

 

This attitude makes God angry (Malachi 1:13 – “You also say, ‘Oh, what a weariness!’ And you sneer at it,” says 

the Lord of hosts. “And you bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick; thus you bring an offering! Should I 

accept this from your hand?” Says the Lord”). NKJV  

 

They were treating people better than God - God says that this is an insult – how dare we bring less than our best, we 

owe God our first fruits, not our leftovers.  We need to give God not one crumb less than our very best.  If it means 

little to you it will mean little to God.   

 

We don’t offer sheep, but every Sunday we have an opportunity to give, not just money, but our fellowship to others 

and our worship to God.  Some people come in to a worship service with no thought about what they are doing nor 

their financial responsibility before God.      
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We forget that the whole process is a statement of our faith and trust in God, and that He is watching.  What if Jesus 

were the one handing you the unleavened bread or the fruit of the vine, what if Jesus were passing the plate and was 

watching what you were putting in?  What if Jesus was sitting beside you and was singing out of your song book, or 

reading along with you in your Bible?  Would that change your attitude? He is… 

 

We forget that God has challenged us to challenge Him: Malachi 3:8-12: “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you 

rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—your whole 

nation—because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 

house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 

pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring 

your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. 

“Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty.” NIV 

  

The book of Malachi is a challenge to take God seriously, not just in giving but in every aspect of life. 

  

VIII. Conclusion 

 

Giving is not about money – God already owns it all anyway, absolutely everything we have He gave us.  Giving as 

we have been prospered is an act of worship! God is testing us to see whether or not we have faith, if we trust in Him. 

 

“Christianity is not something you do; it’s who you are!”  This morning, who are you? 

  

“When you die, nothing you have ever owned will matter – everything you have ever done will!” 

 

Matthew 6:19-21: “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and 

where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and 

thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.” NLT 

 

 

 


