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For God so loved the world 

 

Deuteronomy 6:10-12: “The Lord your God will soon bring you into the land he swore to give you when he 

made a vow to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It is a land with large, prosperous cities that you did 

not build. The houses will be richly stocked with goods you did not produce. You will draw water from cisterns 

you did not dig, and you will eat from vineyards and olive trees you did not plant. When you have eaten your 

fill in this land, be careful not to forget the Lord, who rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt.” 

 

In like manner, we didn’t build the city called heaven but we will get to live there, we didn’t build the mansions that 

are in heaven, but we will all get one to live in.  We didn’t plant the tree of life in heaven but we will eat from it. Why 

did God do all of this, why did He save us?  Because He loves us – period!   

 

Deuteronomy 7:7-8: “The Lord did not set his heart on you and choose you because you were more numerous 

than other nations, for you were the smallest of all nations! Rather, it was simply that the Lord loves you…” 

 

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

 

The 25 words of John 3:16 are the best known and loved in the Bible. Martin Luther called John 3:16 the “miniature 

gospel.” It has been called “the gospel in a nutshell.” It has been called “a love letter from God written in blood and 

addressed to all.” If ever there was a verse that Satan would love to blot out of the Bible, it would be John 3:16.  

If ever there was a verse that makes hell tremble, it is John 3:16. If ever there was a verse that has lightened the path 

to heaven for multitudes, it is John 3:16. 

 

God – the greatest being! Our minds cannot conceive of anything greater than God (Isaiah 45:21 - “…there is no 

other God besides Me.” Isaiah 46:5 – “To whom will you liken Me, and make Me equal and compare Me, that 

we should be alike?”  Job 22:12 – “Is not God in the height of heaven?  And see the highest stars, how lofty 

they are!”  Psalm 147:4 – “He counts the number of the stars; He calls them all by name”). 

 

In John 4:24, Jesus says, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  God is 

not a created physical being. We inhabit a fleshly body. We are fixed to a specific location. But God is spirit, and He 

is not limited to the restrictions of a fleshly body.  

 

God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. That means He is all powerful, He knows everything, and that He 

is everywhere at once. It really is impossible to exaggerate the greatness of our God! 

 

Loved – the greatest trait! Ephesians 3:19 – “May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to 

understand fully…”  This great being loves us, but not just us! God loves everybody - regardless of the color of their 

skin or where they are socially or economically - regardless of race or sex. God’s love is for everybody!  I find it so 

amazing that God has enough time to love little insignificant me when He has the whole rest of the world to love. He 

loves you. He loves me. He loves us even though we are sinners. He even loves those who don’t believe He exists. He 

loves all of the atheists of the world. That is hard to believe, but He does.  

Name any kind of sinner there is in the world and God loves that person. He doesn’t love their sins, but He loves the 

person. Every person in the world can be assured of His love.  The Bible is clear, “a sinner may go to hell unsaved, 

but he will not go to hell unloved.” 

 

World – the greatest company = all who ever live!  Walter Wilson said that “No one in all the world could possibly 

love everyone in all the world. In fact most people find it difficult to love all their relatives.”  
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But God has found it possible, with His great heart of love, to love every individual in the entire world in spite of their 

faults. God loves ALL colors, ALL individuals, ALL social groups.  He loves the sinner - not the sin, the criminal - 

not the crime, the rebel - not the rebellion, the liar - not the lie, the idolater - not the idol! 

 

Gave – the greatest act! James 1:17 - “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down 

from the Father of lights…”  God did not give the cattle on a 1000 hills or silver and gold. He gave all he had in the 

person of his Son. “He gave” means suffering. We think a lot about the suffering of the Son but have you ever 

thought about the suffering of the Father. Could you stand in a window of your house and watch an angry mob spit on, 

beat, abuse, and kill your son when you have the power to stop it. God could have stopped it but HE GAVE...  

 

Son – the greatest gift!  God the Father gave His sinless Son to die for sinners (Romans 5:8 – “But God 

demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”). 

 

Whoever – the greatest opportunity! The gospel/salvation is for all.  The world is made of whoever wills and 

whoever won’ts – each must decide.  This means all. All have sinned and all need a Savior. It means any who will. It 

means those who believe. Whosoever means ME. Whosoever means YOU. 

 

Believes – the greatest foundation!  Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God!  On this foundation rests all we do to 

be saved – not mere mental assent, but obedience: John 20:30-31: “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of His disciples which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”   

 

Acts 16:33-34: “And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he 

and all his family were baptized. Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and 

he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.” 

 

Him – the greatest attraction! Jesus makes salvation possible, He is the greatest attraction of the ages (John 12:32 – 

“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself”).   

 

Salvation is in a Person and that person is the Lord Jesus Christ:  John 3:36 - “He who believes in the Son has 

everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 

 

Perish – the greatest tragedy! As bad as life can be, a man is never ruined until he is lost eternally.  Revelation 

20:15 - “And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

 

Eternal life – the greatest promise = an eternity with God: 

 

Romans 6:23 - “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   

 

Revelation 22:5 – “And there will be no night there—no need for lamps or sun—for the Lord God will shine on 

them. And they will reign forever and ever.” 

 

Everlasting life is not just eternal existence because if that were the case, the devil and all sinners would have it. 

What is everlasting life? It is having Jesus. He said “I am the life” in John 14:6.  

 

It means living in heaven in the presence of God forever! 

 

Jesus said in John 11:25-27: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he 

shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to Him, “Yes, 

Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 
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1 John 5:12 - “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” 

 

I. Conclusion 

 

1 John 4:8 – “God is love.”  God’s love never runs out, and He keeps on loving even when people don’t love Him 

back.  His love is given even when we become angry and rebel against Him. His love is always there for all who will 

accept it. 

 

“There is nothing you can do to make God love you MORE or LESS. God’s love is a 
constant in the universe.” 

 

God’s love is not something that we earn.  You can’t look nice enough. You can’t do enough.  You can’t give enough. 

It is God’s free gift to all who will receive it.  Now is not the time to reject God’s love. 

 

Life's greatest calamity, from God's perspective, is that people die in sin. Forget earthquakes or economic depressions. 

The ultimate disaster is carrying your sins to your casket. The greatest tragedy in the world is to be lost eternally!  But 

the greatest gift in the world is Jesus, Who makes eternal life in heaven possible! 

 

1 Peter 3:18 – “Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring 

you safely home to God.” 

 

Do you have burdens that you think you cannot bear? Are you troubled, worried, anxious? Do you feel empty inside? 

Do you feel lonely, lost, confused? Then come to Jesus - Jesus wants you to come to Him. Over the last 2000 years, 

Jesus has proven Himself trustworthy in the lives of untold millions. In sickness and in health, in good times and in 

bad, He has been faithful. Jesus wants you to understand that He has never let you down, and He will never let you 

down – ever! 

 

God loves you more in a moment than anyone could ever love you in a lifetime!  And He will never stop loving you – 

ever! 

 

Jeremiah 31:3 – “…I have loved you, my people, with an everlasting love. With unfailing love I have drawn 

you to myself.” 


