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Finding our gifts

1 Corinthians 12:4-6: “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all.
There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in different ways, but it is the
same God who does the work in all of us.”

Ephesians 4:11-12: “Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build
up the church, the body of Christ.”

1 Peter 4:10-11: “God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to
serve one another. Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking through
you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then
everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to him forever and ever!
Amen.”

Romans 12:6-8: “In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given
you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving others,
serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is
giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you
have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.”

God has given everyone at least one talent to use in His service, and He expects us to use them. We may wonder,
“What abilities do I have?” “How can I know my gifts?”

Before answering, let me mention two things you can be sure God has not given you. He has not given you or me or
anybody else today any miraculous gifts - the age of miracles has passed away.

1 Corinthians 13:8-11: “Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy
in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. When I was a
child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away
childish things.”

God has not given you every gift.  He didn’t do it in the first century (1 Corinthians 12:29-31), He does not do it
today.  Do not expect to be able to do everything!

But everyone has something; there are no “zero-talent” members in the church.

So how can I know what gift God has given me?

I. What is my talent

“What seems to come naturally to me? What am I good at doing?  What do I like doing? What do others recognize
in me?”

 Write down things you can do, are good at doing, and enjoy doing, that you are naturally inclined to do.
 Write down what needs to be done in the congregation (talent questionnaire).
 Compare the two lists.  Try to see where your talents and abilities fit.  But don’t just limit yourself to what

you can presently do. Ask yourself “What abilities could I develop?”
 Talk to the elders, deacons, preacher, and other mature Christians.
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 Pray for guidance.
 Ultimately make a decision to do what you can.  Commit yourself to it, and start doing it.

Your gifts and talents should become obvious to you if you consider your own inclinations.

 If you are inclined to go and comfort someone, you have the gift of mercy.
 If you are inclined to start cleaning up, etc, you have the gift of service.
 If you are inclined to speak encouraging words to everyone who hears you, you have the gift of exhortation

or encouragement.
 If you are inclined to share God’s word with others, you have the gift of teaching.

To discover your gifts, you first need to consider what you and others see as your natural inclinations and abilities.
Second, keep trying new activities.

You may never discover that you have an ability until you try to use it.  Many preachers, teachers, song leaders didn’t
know they had these talents until they tried, in some cases tried and tried again. In fact, some have become quite good
at tasks they thought they could never do.

It may be that you have skills that lie buried.  You can discover them if you will keep trying to develop your talents.

You may also have professional/technical skills that can be used to build up the church.

A word of caution is in order. I can imagine someone deciding, “I have the gift of teaching, so I do not need to show
mercy,” or “I have the gift of exhorting, so I do not have to give.” The Bible commands each of us to be involved to
some degree in exercising all of the gifts.

II. Why is it important to use our gifts

“What will happen when I discover the gifts that God has given me and I begin to use those gifts in God’s
service?”

When you are serving in ways that God has especially equipped you to serve, two things will happen:

You will become more fruitful in the kingdom. If you will do what you can do, instead of trying to do what
someone else is better equipped to do, you will contribute more to the growth of the church than you ever could by
serving in a ministry for which you have little or no talent.

You will be happier. It isn’t easy to rejoice when you are trying to fit a square peg into a round hole.  But being
allowed to do what we like to do and are gifted to do and what we are good at, makes the Christian life an enjoyable
adventure instead of an unbearable burden.

Discovering your gifts and using them will have far-reaching results.  It will make you happy as a Christian, keep you
faithful to the Lord, build up the church, bless the lives of others, and glorify God.
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III. Leadership help

“How can leaders help other Christians to find their gifts, their places in the kingdom?”

Teach the truth about God’s gifts. Especially help them to understand that each person has at least one God-given
talent, that every role in the church is valuable, that no one should look down on another’s role, and that we are
accountable to God for using whatever abilities we have in the Lord’s kingdom

Help provide opportunities and encouragement for people to explore and discover their gifts. The more
opportunities there are for different kinds of service in a congregation, the more likely everyone is to find a place
where he or she can make a valuable contribution to the church’s spiritual and numerical growth.

We may do a great service both to the Lord and to the individual if we say, “With your ability, I think you would
make a wonderful preacher or teacher or song leader, etc.”

IV. The importance of humility

There is a temptation to take pride in our gifts, and to compare them with the gifts of others. We must resist that –
there is no place for pride and false humility in the church!  What we need is true humility (Lord, make me a
servant)!  This attitude will help us avoid:

a) Thinking too highly of ourselves

Pride – this is when we feel like we are the MVP, that we are indispensible, that we deserve special recognition, that
our opinion matters the most, that we don’t really need the other parts of the body:

Romans 12:3-5: “Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this warning:
Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring
yourselves by the faith God has given us. Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special
function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.”

Philippians 2:3-4: “Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than
yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.”

Galatians 6:3 – “If you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling yourself. You are not
that important.”

b) Thinking too lowly of ourselves

False humility (a form of pride) – this is the type of person who constantly belittles themselves, thinking that what
they do doesn’t matter, they can’t do very much, etc.  Some do this to justify in their minds why they don’t do
anything at all (copout). Some genuinely think they cannot be used.

No member should consider himself better than others, but neither should any Christian view himself as worthless.
The Lord did not leave anyone out; He has given gifts to all His children.

Your gift may not be as public as someone else’s.  It may be something done behind the scenes, but don’t minimize
the importance of it! You are needed, or else the church has no balance. Remember, “Little is much when God is in
it.”
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If we think that we are better than everyone else, that menial tasks are beneath us, or that we don’t matter that much,
so why do anything at all, then we need a “checkup from the neck up.” We need an attitude adjustment. We must
learn to:

c) Think right about ourselves

In the church, some are in the forefront, while others work behind the scenes. Those behind the scenes make the work
of those who are in the forefront successful. We must have the people who are behind the scenes.

We all need to focus clearly on who we are, and what gifts God has given us, then we need to get to work,
remembering that “He has no hands/feet/voice but ours!” We must all see ourselves as we are, an important part of
the body of Christ working together to save souls and glorify God:

Ephesians 4:16 – “He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it
helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.”

“As you live your life, don’t think too highly of yourself, remember, you were made out of dirt. At the same time,
don’t think too lowly of yourself, because you were made in the image of God.”

Genesis 1:27 - “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female
He created them.”

V. Conclusion

Few things are more important than for each member of the church to determine what his or her talent is and then to
use it.  Can you imagine a congregation in which every member is busy doing what he or she can?  What a force for
good that congregation could be!


