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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 5:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Temptations 

 
James 1:12-16: “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; 
for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown 
of life which the Lord has promised to those who love him.  
Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God;’ 
for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself 
tempt anyone.  But each one is tempted when he is drawn 
away by his own desires and enticed.  Then, when desire 
has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-
grown, brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved 
brethren.”   
 
In life, all of us will be tempted by the devil to sin (every day), 
but being tempted is not a sin - it’s when we give in to the 
temptation that we sin.   
 
God does not tempt us to sin.  God is not trying to get us to 
fall - just the opposite.  According to James, each person is 
tempted when he is drawn away by his “own” desires and en-
ticed.  
 
God has provided us a way out of every situation, even if it 
means dying.  We always have a choice; we do not have to give 
in to any temptation.   
 
The devil may succeed in stirring up our desires, but even he 
cannot make us do anything we don’t want to!  When we are 
tempted, God expects us to overcome:  
 
1 Corinthians 10:13 – “No temptation has overtaken you 
except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who 
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, 
but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, 
that you may be able to bear it.”   
 
We give in to temptation because we want to - no other reason.  
And when we do, we sin - when we sin - we die! 

Sunday Morning Servers 

February 23, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer .................... Doug Wilson 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Lonnie & Judy 
                                          Seabaugh 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Rick Phillips, Lonnie Seabaugh, Frank Scud-
der, Jerry Phipps, Frank Crouch 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...Grape Juice (Bottled) 
 
February 22...Children’s Mission Group  
                       Meets 

Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 232 
Hickory Ridge, AR 72347 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

February 23, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Ronald Kirksey 
Closing Prayer  ................... Jody McFadden 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….…....55 
Sunday Morning Worship…………72 
Sunday Evening Worship………….42 
Wednesday Worship………...……..44 
Contribution………….……………..NA 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
The lust of the flesh deals with doing, the lust of 
the eyes deals with having, not merely to have 
and to own things, but to want more than we 
need and to be dissatisfied with what we have. 
 
“We buy things we don’t need with money we 
don’t have to impress people we don’t like, and 
just about the time you catch up with the 
Smith/Jones they refinance, and the whole pro-
cess starts again!”  
 
Hebrews 13:5 – “Let your conduct be without 
covetousness; be content with such things as 
you have.  For He Himself has said, ‘I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.”  
 
Pride of life - The pride of life deals with being 
or our position in life.  The world says “be some-
body, be famous, be rich, have things!” God says 
“be like Jesus.” 
 
What motivates you?  Is the first thing in your life 
to be a Godly person, to seek the kingdom of 
God, or are you trying to be a successful person, 
more concerned about material things than spir-
itual?  
 
The lust of the flesh deals with our passions 
(doing), the lust of the eyes deals with our pos-
sessions (having).  The pride of life deals with 
our position in life (being).  These are powerful 
temptations, yet God expects us to overcome.   
 
Adam and Eve faced these same temptations in 
the Garden of Eden:  Genesis 3:6 – “So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food 
(lust of flesh, passion, food), that it was pleasant 
to the eyes (lust of the eyes, possession), and a 
tree desirable to make one wise (pride of life, 
position, make wise), she took of its fruit and 
ate.  She also gave to her husband with her, and 
he ate.”   
 
She gave in to her passions (food); wanted to pos-
sess it (lust of the eyes); thought she could raise 
her position in life (make her wise).  In so doing, 
she sinned. Then Adam sinned! “Eve was de-
ceived - Adam sinned with his eyes wide open.”  

Even Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was tempted 
(Matthew 4:1–11; Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:14–16). If 
Jesus could be tempted, then everyone can be 
tempted—no matter how good we try to be. 
 
Jesus faced these same temptations Himself: 
 
Matthew 4:3 – “If You are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become bread.”   
 
Matthew 4:6 – “…If You are the Son of God, 
throw Yourself down.”  
  
Matthew 4:9 – “…All these things I will give 
You if You will fall down and worship me.”   
 
Jesus’ temptations fell into the same categories 
that ours do – lust of the flesh (bread for hun-
ger); lust of the eyes (would be given all that 
He saw); pride of life (God wouldn’t allow Him 
to be hurt).  But Jesus said no... 
 
Ever since the Garden of Eden, the devil has 
used a devastatingly deceptive device called the 
short-step method to drive a wedge between 
man and God. He puts forth every effort to 
cause us to take that first short step. After the 
first step has been taken, the second one does 
not look so bad. The third, etc., gets even easi-
er!  And so it goes, one short step after another 
until a real tragedy occurs – total apostasy and 
eternal damnation (arm’s length Christianity). 
From “The Devil Goes a Long Way, but he 
takes short steps.” Avon Malone 
 
The world system is a system that deals with 
passion, possession and position, with doing 
and having and being. God wants you in the 
business of doing, having and being, but in the 
right way.   
 
You want something to do?  Serve God.  You 
want something to have?  Give your heart to 
Jesus and the Bible says all things are yours; 
the meek shall inherit the earth. You want to be 
somebody?  Give your heart and life to Jesus 
and then you will be a child of God.  Why settle 
for second best – doing, having and being are 
found in the Lord Jesus! 

PRAYERS: 
 
Kay Wilson had surgery at NEA Baptist on 
Monday.   
 
Others on the prayer list are:  Betty An-
drews, R.W. & Betty Gibson, Daniel Barker, 
Thomas Reynolds, Roy “Hoot” Gibson, Wil-
liam Gibson, Steve Jernigan, Joyce Haw-
kins, Glen Hirons, Tommy Parish, Virginia 
Harris, Rolland Tanner, Judith Hicks, Jean 
Smith Melton,  Duane Jaira, Bob Eppes, 
Brandon Hess, Kenny Stevenson, Judith 
Stevenson, Billy Baldwin, Johnita Burnett, 
Lisa Sanders, Gary Davis, John Chapel, 
Gary Poindexter, Chuck Lemmons, Kevin 
Beard, Kenneth Dowdy, Anita Trobaugh,  
Mary Devasier, Donald Davis, Danny Jack-
son, Mary Ruth Nesler, Lillie Deckleman, 
Tim Burnette, Leslie Mosley, Joel Harris, 
Megan Reynolds, Rosie Bledsoe, Jack 
Smith, Vera Ryba, Kevin Eubanks, Deanne 
Shelley. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Sha-
ron O’Connor who passed away Monday. 
 

——————- 
 

“The real things haven’t changed.  It is 
still best to be honest and truthful; to 
make the most of what we have; to be 
happy with simple pleasures; and have 
courage when things go wrong.”  
                                        —Laura Ingalls Wilder 
 

————————— 
 

A half-truth is a whole lie. 
 

God designed our bodies to have desires, such as 
the desire for food. God placed these desires 
within us for our own good and to accomplish His 
purposes. However, like all of God’s gifts, these 
desires can be misused and abused. Satan urges 
us to satisfy our desires in perverted ways that 
displease God. 
 
1 John 2:15-17: “Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that 
is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life - is not of the Fa-
ther but is of the world. And the world is pass-
ing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the 
will of God abides forever.” 
 
Lust of the flesh – this is Satan’s appeal to your 
old nature, not just your physical body, and it 
deals with our passions.   
 
When we become a Christian, a civil war begins on 
the inside of us between our old nature (flesh) 
and the Spirit: Galatians 5:17 – “For the flesh 
lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so 
that you do not do the things that you wish.”   
 
There is that new nature that wants to serve God 
and that old nature that doesn’t want to die.  The 
Bible calls these desires of the old nature the lust 
of the flesh.   
 
These are primarily material desires, gluttony, 
laziness, drunkenness, immorality, perversion.  
God has given us certain normal hungers, appe-
tites, ambition, sex drives.  What Satan wants to 
do is take all of these normal appetites and cor-
rupt them and pervert them.   
 
Sin is an abuse of something that is good, because 
the devil doesn’t have any raw materials to work 
with.  Anything bad is a perversion of something 
that is good.  
 
Lust of the eyes - The lust of the flesh deals with 
our passions, the lust of the eyes deals with our 
possessions.  Have you ever heard “just feast 
your eyes upon that?”   
 


