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Fan or Follower

Comedian Flip Wilson once was asked what faith he was. He replied, “I’m a Jehovah’s Bystander.
They wanted me as a witness, but I didn’t want to get involved!” We all know that feeling. The trouble
is that there is no such thing as an innocent bystander – we have all sinned and made wrong choices, but
God is a God of second chances Who wants to save us, so in His great mercy He gives us the
opportunity (usually many) to make the right choice!

Joshua 24:15 – “ And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom
you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River,
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord.”

Adam and Eve, Abraham and Isaac, Moses and Joshua, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, Daniel, David,
Peter, Paul – all had to make the choice between the gods of this world and the God of heaven – between
life and death, heaven or hell, eternal life or eternal damnation - and we must make the same choice they
did! Every person must make their own choice:

Peter, Andrew, James, and John had to choose between being “fishermen” or “fishers of men”
(Matthew 4:19).

The rich young ruler had to choose between his “great possessions” and “treasures in heaven”
(Matthew 19:16-30).

From His first sermon to His last revelation, Jesus places this choice before us that will determine the
eternal destiny of our souls forever – do we believe that He is the Son of God, and if we do, are we going
to do as He commands?

Luke 9:18-20: “And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and He
asked them, saying, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” So they answered and said, “John the
Baptist, but some say Elijah; and others say that one of the old prophets has risen again.” He said
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered and said, “The Christ of God.”

Jesus is confronting each one of us right now with this same choice to believe in Him and to follow Him,
or to turn away and be lost.

I. The cost of discipleship

Luke 9:23 – “Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”

Jesus was saying, “Now that you believe in Who I am and where I am going, let me share with you
what will be necessary on your part if you continue to follow Me.”
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Following Jesus is easy as long as you are talking about blessings in this life and glory in heaven in the
next. But one day we must face the cross. When challenges arise and our faith is tested, will we be true
to Him as disciples, even if it means our death, or will we turn back when we realize this is not all grace
and glory?

At times, large crowds would follow Jesus. Many were merely going along with Him, attracted by one
thing or another – food, miracles, because it was popular. Jesus wasn’t concerned about the size of the
crowd that was with Him, what He cared about was the commitment of the people who were following
Him.

Luke 14:25 – “A large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to them…”

It was time to let them know what following Him involved. He wanted them to understand that there was
a price to be paid (Luke 14:26-27: “If you want to be my disciple, you must hate everyone else by
comparison—your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own
life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me,
you cannot be my disciple”).

Jesus demands to be chosen above all else and all others – over our desire for worldly treasures, our very
lives, even our families. He will not accept second-tier status in our lives – He will not be treated as an
option in our lives.  It’s all or nothing, His way or the highway!

This way of thinking shocks most modern middle-class Americans, it is incomprehensible, even
fanatical, because these days our Christianity is too quick, too casual, too comfortable, and too
convenient – our commitment is too shallow.

For many Christians, Christianity is only a slot in Sunday’s schedule – going to church is something to
do as long as it doesn’t interfere with other things! What about you? Are you shocked at what Jesus
demands?  Do you really understand the difference between a being a casual spectator and an obedient
disciple?

Many of Jesus’ disciples were shocked, and as a result, quit following Him! John 6:66-69: “From that
time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. Then Jesus said to the twelve,
“Do you also want to go away?” But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.”

Taking up our cross every day and following Jesus means dying to ourselves. The concept is to focus
your life on serving God and others.  It means to humble yourself, give up your foolish pride and give it
all to God (Matthew 6:33 – “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he
will give you everything you need”).

Luke 9:24 – “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake
will save it.”
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Following Jesus can cost you your life! Remember Stephen (Acts 7:60), James (Acts 12:2), and Paul (2
Timothy 4:6). But the idea here is even more fundamental: the death of the “old man,” the “body of
sin” (Romans 6:6), the “carnal mind” (Romans 8:7), the self-centered, sin-shackled, Satan-serving
personality which Paul describes as the “wretched man that I am” (Romans 7:24).

Following Jesus requires a radical rejection of your former value system and lifestyle!  Augustine
modeled this transformation when, after his conversion to Christianity, he walked past a former lover on
the street one day.

Shocked at his apparent failure to recognize her, she called to him, “Augustine, it’s me!” He turned and
answered, “But it is not me.”

The “old” man was dead: Romans 6:3-7: “Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with
Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? For we died and were buried with Christ by
baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we
also may live new lives. Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to
life as he was. We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose
its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For when we died with Christ we were set
free from the power of sin.”

For the disciple, this death is more than an event; it is a way of life! “I die daily” (1 Corinthians 15:31).
That’s true repentance!

Luke 9:25-26: “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed
or lost? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed
when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels.”

One Texas oilman has a wall plaque which paraphrases Jesus’ words: “What does it profit a man if he
leases the whole world and drills a dry hole?”

Many people spend their lives trying to achieve some material goal, such as a large bank account or a
beautiful home on the lake, only to achieve the goal and then have a heart attack and die before having
time to enjoy it.

Our values and priorities are horribly mixed up when the prime importance is placed on the things of this
world. This world and its wealth are not worth your time, to say nothing of your eternity!

Mark 4:18-19: “The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, but
all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the
desire for other things, so no fruit is produced.”

When the things of this world become more of a priority than Jesus Christ, then they own you. Friend,
do not allow things to own you. Hold everything loosely. Be ready to give them up. God may require
you to give them up, or He may take them. Abraham had to give up Isaac. Job had to give up his
possessions.
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It is hard to imagine anyone being ashamed of Jesus, but it happens all the time! “Closet Christians” are
the death of Christianity. Come on out. Stand up and be counted as one of God’s people. Let the world
know you belong to Jesus by the way you live, by the words you say, and by your faith and dedication to
His cause.

II. Fan or follower

It’s time to decide, are you just a “fan” or are you a true “follower” of Jesus? A “fan” is simply
defined as an “enthusiastic admirer.” I would have to say that for most of my Christian life I wasn’t
much more than a “fan” of Jesus.

I was like many other people who claimed to be a Christian – I called Jesus “Lord,” but I wasn’t
“doing” the will of God in heaven. I “did” religion, but had no real relationship with Christ. That kind
of life does not work and will only result in pain, spiritual hang-ups and sinful habits. What I had to learn
the hard way is that Christianity isn’t just something we do, it’s who we are!

If you read through the gospels you will discover that Jesus was never too interested in having “fans,”
what He wanted was “followers.”

Friends, Jesus didn’t just come to change us, He came to kill us, He calls for us to die to ourselves.
Fans want Jesus to do a little touch-up work, but Jesus wants to do a complete renovation of our lives.
Fans come to Jesus thinking tune-up, while Jesus is thinking complete overhaul.

Fans don’t mind a little makeup here and there, but Jesus wants to give us a complete makeover. Fans
are ok with a little redecorating; Jesus wants to completely remodel us.  Fans want to just survive –
Jesus wants us to be more than conquerors!

Here is how Jesus describes a fan: Revelation 3:15-17: “I know all the things you do, that you are
neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other! But since you are like lukewarm water,
neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want.
I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t realize that you are wretched and miserable and poor and
blind and naked.”

A “fan” is a person who has a “Burger-King religion!”  (“Have it your way”)!

Isaiah 53:6 – “All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our
own.”

Proverbs 14:12 – “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.”

Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in
Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who
practice lawlessness!’”
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Here is how Jesus describes a follower: Luke 14:33 - “So you cannot become my disciple without
giving up everything you own.”

Jesus forces us to change our lives.  He demands our time, possessions, and interests. If we are wavering
in our commitment, if we are saddle-sore from fence straddling, Jesus says “Either get all the way in or
get all the way out, but stop standing in the door, you’re causing a draft!”

Maybe you are someone like I was, someone who wanted to be close enough to Jesus to get all the
benefits, but not so close that it required sacrifice.  You want to follow Jesus into heaven, but you don’t
necessarily want to take a cross with you.  But the only invitation that Jesus offered was an invitation to
die to yourself, and to find your life in Him.

Fans want to follow Jesus but not so closely that He interferes with their life. But until you completely
surrender your life to Jesus Christ and move from being just a fan, an enthusiastic admirer of Jesus, to
being a true follower of Jesus, you will never experience the real life that He wants you to have.

John 10:10 – “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.”

Now, I am not a fan – I am a completely, committed follower of Jesus.  The question for you today is,
are you a “fan” or a “follower?”

The world needs Christians who are willing to pay the price – Christians who are completely dedicated
to serving God “come-what-may!”

Will you decide to pay the price – will you consecrate yourself to the Lord today – will you be a true
follower of Jesus Christ?

Exodus 32:26 – “…Who is on the Lord's side? Let him come unto me…”


