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Don’t doubt

Many people in this world have real problems with sin and guilt.  Some have gotten their lives in such a mess that
they doubt whether God could ever care for, love or forgive them.  Maybe some of you have gone through this - I
have!  It may be that someone here is doubting God right now.  If you are or when you were, you may have asked
these questions yourself - I did! “What difference does it make, anyway?  Who will know what I did?  Who cares
who I am?  What is the purpose of it all?  There’s no way that God could ever love me!” Today, let’s put those
doubts and fears to rest once and for all.

I. Doubt

First, what does the N.T. say about doubt? James 1:5-8: “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and
not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not
think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man (thinking two things at the same time),
unstable in all he does.”

Doubt is the masterpiece of hell’s temptation! Man is God’s only creation who doubts - animals, angels, demons,
Satan doesn’t doubt (James 2:19 – “You surely believe there is only one God. That's fine. Even demons believe
this, and it makes them shake with fear”).

Doubt is one of the oldest weapons Satan has used on humans. Do you remember what Satan said to Eve in Genesis
3:1 - “Has God indeed said, You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” There’s no anger in his question, no
picket signs, no “God is dead” demonstrations.

Just questions - his method worked then and it’s working now.  He has been able to get people to doubt God since the
beginning of time and he is still doing it today - maybe even to one of you! So what kind of questions does he ask us
to try to get us to doubt God? “How can you believe that a big God could ever possibly care about you?  Do you
really think God wants you in heaven?  Do you really think God will forgive you?” Have you had any visits from
Satan lately?  If you’ve been doubting God, then you have been listening to the devil.

II. Abraham

Today I want us to take a look at someone in the Bible who doubted God at first. Genesis 13:14-18: “After Lot had
gone, the Lord said to Abram, “Look as far as you can see in every direction—north and south, east and west. I
am giving all this land, as far as you can see, to you and your descendants as a permanent possession. And I
will give you so many descendants that, like the dust of the earth, they cannot be counted! Go and walk
through the land in every direction, for I am giving it to you.” So Abram moved his camp to Hebron and
settled near the oak grove belonging to Mamre. There he built another altar to the Lord.”

Here is God promising Abraham the world, but Abraham had a slight problem - you see, he had no son.

Genesis 15:1-3: “Some time later, the Lord spoke to Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great.” But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, what
good are all your blessings when I don’t even have a son? Since you’ve given me no children, Eliezer of
Damascus, a servant in my household, will inherit all my wealth. You have given me no descendants of my
own, so one of my servants will be my heir.”
What was God’s response - no problem! Genesis 15:4-7: “Then the Lord said to him, “No, your servant will not
be your heir, for you will have a son of your own who will be your heir.” Then the Lord took Abram outside
and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will
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have!” And Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as righteous because of his faith. Then the
Lord told him, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as your
possession.”

Then Abraham turns right around and shows a lack of faith in God (Genesis 15:8 - “But Abram replied, “O
Sovereign Lord, how can I be sure that I will actually possess it?”). Then we see God telling Abraham to do a
very strange thing.

Genesis 15:9-11: “The Lord told him, “Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-
year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” So Abram presented all these to him and killed them. Then he
cut each animal down the middle and laid the halves side by side; he did not, however, cut the birds in half.
Some vultures swooped down to eat the carcasses, but Abram chased them away.”

To us this seems pretty mysterious and strange - to Abraham it wasn’t. He had probably done this many times before
with other men.

But before we explain what God was doing, let’s take a look at Genesis 15:12 – “As the sun was going down,
Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a terrifying darkness came down over him.”

It’s almost as if God is allowing Abraham’s doubt to run its course. What kind of questions do you think Abraham
was asking himself? “How do I know God is with me? What if this is a trick? How do I know that it is really God
speaking to me?”

Abraham’s darkness is the same darkness of doubt you feel when you watch someone you love more than life itself
die; when you find out that you have a life-threatening illness; when you sin - again; when you realize the divorce you
never wanted is final; it is the same darkness that Jesus screamed into from the cross when He said, “My God, My
God, Why have You Forsaken Me?” The words of Jesus are appropriate, because when we doubt, God seems so
very far away.  That is why He chose to draw so near with Abraham.

Genesis 15:13-21: “Then the Lord said to Abram, “You can be sure that your descendants will be strangers in
a foreign land, where they will be oppressed as slaves for 400 years. But I will punish the nation that enslaves
them, and in the end they will come away with great wealth. (As for you, you will die in peace and be buried at
a ripe old age.) After four generations your descendants will return here to this land, for the sins of the
Amorites do not yet warrant their destruction.” After the sun went down and darkness fell, Abram saw a
smoking firepot and a flaming torch pass between the halves of the carcasses. So the Lord made a covenant
with Abram that day and said, “I have given this land to your descendants, all the way from the border of
Egypt to the great Euphrates River—the land now occupied by the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites,
Perizzites, Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.”

The making of a covenant was serious business. It was the strongest bond known to men, and had both business and
personal applications that extended even to the descendants of the two parties involved. A covenant was typically
solemnized by great ceremony and ritual.  First, several animals were cut in half and arranged along a path. Their
purpose was to symbolize the penalty for breaking the covenant. The two men entering into a covenant relationship
would walk between and around the animal parts in a figure eight (an eight on its side is the symbol for
forever/infinity) and say, “May what has happened to these animals happen also to me if I fail to uphold my word.”

This was the way these men sealed their covenants with each other.  We sign contracts, shake hands, etc.  Back then,
they did it this way. This was to show that they understood and accepted the penalty and that they were committed to
the agreement forever.  That is what God did with Abraham.



3

Abraham’s heart probably skipped a beat when he saw the lights pass through the animals, because He understood it
to mean that God had given His word and that no matter what He would keep it. This was one of the most important
points in human history, because God was making a covenant or agreement with Abraham and his descendants who
would remain faithful.

Galatians 3:26-29: “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for
you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to
the promise.”

When God made the promise to Abraham that his descendants would be as the dust of the earth, He was talking about
us, too.  We are the spiritual descendants of Abraham, the spiritual Israel, the church.

III. The Promise of God

As time went on, God’s people forgot about Him, but He didn’t forget about them.  He kept His word - the land
became theirs.  God didn’t give up - He never gives up!

 When Joseph was dropped into a pit by his brothers, God didn’t give up!
 When Moses said, “Here I am, but please send Aaron” God didn’t give up!
 When the Israelites wanted to go back to slavery in Egypt instead of the land flowing with milk/honey, God

didn’t give up!
 When Aaron was making a golden calf at the very same time Moses was on the mountain with the real God,

God didn’t give up!
 When only 2 out of 10 spies thought God was strong enough to deliver the Canaanites, God didn’t give up!
 When Samson told Delilah the secret of his strength; when Saul tried to kill David; when David killed Uriah,

God didn’t give up!
 When God’s word was forgotten and man’s idols stood in the temple, God didn’t give up!
 When the children of Israel were taken into captivity, God didn’t give up!
 When Jesus became flesh and Herod tried to kill Him as a baby, God didn’t give up!
 When the people from Jesus’ own hometown tried to push Him over a cliff, God didn’t give up!
 When Jesus’ own brother’s ridiculed Him, God didn’t give up!
 When Jesus was accused of blaspheming God by people who didn’t even fear God, God didn’t give up!
 When Peter worshipped Jesus at the Last Supper and cursed Him at the fire, God didn’t give up!
 When people spit in Jesus’ face, He didn’t spit back.
 When the bystanders slapped Jesus, He didn’t slap them back.
 When a whip ripped Jesus’ back, He didn’t turn and tell the angels to stuff the whip down the soldier’s throat!
 When Jesus could have called 12 legions of angels to stop His crucifixion, He didn’t call them.
 He could have given up and turned His back on this whole miserable planet and walked away, but He didn’t.

He did not give up!

Matthew 26:36-46 tells us that while Jesus was praying on His last night, He was afraid, and three time He begged
God the Father to find another way, to deliver Him from what He could see was going to happen. But God said no,
because there was no other way.  So at some point in the night, Jesus looked into the pit of hell and what He saw
caused Him to make up His mind once and for all to go through with the crucifixion.
You see, what He saw when He looked into hell that night was me and you.  And He made up His mind once and for
all, that if there was no other way, then He would rather go to hell for us, than go back to heaven without us.

God has never given up on us humans, no matter how bad we may be, and He has not given up on you - each and
every one of you are precious and valuable in His sight and today He wants you to know that.
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IV. Conclusion

Friends, when those days come when you don't have the strength, when all you hear is you're not worth anything,
when you wonder if you could ever be loved, remember this – to God you are beautiful, more than all of this, so
much more than the worst thing you’ve ever done! You are treasured, you are special, and you are His! God loves
you so much, He would have rather died for you than go back to heaven without you!

Romans 5:8 – “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still
sinners.”

So the next time Satan tries to talk you in to doubting God, point to the cross and remind him that the same God that
carried that flame through the middle of those animals in Genesis 15 would “give up His only Son before He’d give
up on me.”

“Doubt wonders, ‘Have I done enough to go to heaven?’ Grace answers, ‘No, you haven’t.
But Jesus has on your behalf!”

Ephesians 1:7 – “He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with
the blood of his Son and forgave our sins.”


