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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Nip it in the bud 

Jeff Keele – 20 November 2014 
 

Terms often used to describe it include “sleeping around,” 
“stepping out,” “an affair,” “a one-night stand,” “hooking up,” 
and “friends with benefits.” Some are more forthright, such as 
“cheating,” “infidelity,” “two-timing,” and “unfaithfulness.” All 
of these words and phrases serve to describe adultery, which 
Webster’s Dictionary defines as “voluntary sexual intercourse 
between a married man and someone other than his wife or 
between a married woman and someone other than her hus-
band.” 
 

Not a day seems to go by but that we are made aware of some-
one who has been unfaithful to a spouse. It affects politicians, 
millionaires, movie stars, co-workers, neighbors and even Chris-
tians we sit next to in worship. Damage from such infidelity is 
extensive, often destroying marriages and families, ultimately 
ending in divorce. 
 

In the book of Proverbs, we find Solomon warning his son 
about the deadly consequences of immorality. First, he de-
scribed the physical effects of adultery.  Proverbs 5:9 - “You 
will give your vigor to others and your years to the cruel 
one.” NASB  Proverbs 5:11 - “And you groan at your final end, 
when your flesh and your body are consumed.” NASB  
 

David’s guilt ridden conscience drained him of all energy 
(Psalm 32:3-4). Solomon indicated it could cost a person his life 
when an aggrieved spouse decides to take revenge. Proverbs 
6:34-35: “For jealousy enrages a man, and he will not spare in 
the day of vengeance. He will not accept any ransom, nor will 
he be satisfied though you give many gifts.” NASB 
 

Solomon revealed the financial ruin a person might experience 
because of infidelity to a spouse. Proverbs 5:10 - “And 
strangers will be filled with your strength and your hard-
earned goods will go to the house of an alien.” NASB  Prov-
erbs 6:26 - “For on account of a harlot one is reduced to a loaf 
of bread, and an adulteress hunts for the precious life.” NASB  

Sunday Morning Servers 

December 7, 2014 
 

1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Doug Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..David & Jeanie  
                                          Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. George Burnett 
 Jerry Phipps  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Rick Phillips, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Seabaugh, 
Larry Volk, Kyle Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...Non-Aerosol Deodorant  
 
December 7………..Special Contribution 
December 9………..Prayer Meeting (6-7 p.m.) 
December 11……….Celebrate Recovery  
                               (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
December 13……...Children's Mission Group  
                               Meets (11 a.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

December 7, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Lonnie Seabaugh 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......40 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...71 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..33 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...32 
Contribution………….…...........$1,727.00 
 
 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
Barney Fife, the character played by Don Knots in 
the “The Andy Griffith Show” television series 
from 1960-1968 was known for saying, “You have 
to nip it, nip it in the bud.” In other words, stop it 
before it has a chance to start.  
 

While adultery is often seen as the physical act 
between two individuals, it begins in the mind. 
Matthew 5:28 - “…anyone who looks at a woman 
lustfully has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart.” NIV He recognized that adultery 
originates in the heart (Matthew 15:19). David’s 
adultery with Bathsheba began with a look, fol-
lowed by the desire to have what he saw (2 Samu-
el 11:2-5).  
 

Job recognized this tendency: Job 31:1 – “I made a 
covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a 
young woman.” NIV  
 

Avoiding adultery begins in our hearts when we 
“make a covenant” to avoid allowing ourselves to 
look at a member of the opposite sex with lustful 
thoughts. Sometimes we must “bounce our eyes” 
by looking somewhere else when a person dressed 
in provocative clothing enters our line of sight. 
Changing television channels, avoiding sexually 
explicit movies and pornographic websites also 
aid in keeping our hearts from indulging in such 
sinful meditation. Such actions prevent the sinful 
desires from taking root in our hearts and also 
communicate to our spouse our commitment to 
them. 
 

In their book Boundaries in Marriage, authors 
Henry Cloud and John Townsend write of 
“emotional adultery,” also called an “affair of the 
heart.”  According to them, such affairs occur 
when we “use other things in life, whether or not 
they be relationships, to avoid your spouse.” 
 

Devotion to work or a hobby, even an addiction, 
becomes more important to us than the person to 
whom we are married. Our neglected spouse then 
becomes ripe for temptation. Paul’s warning in 1 
Corinthians 7:1-5 falls within this context. 
 
The Christians in Corinth had come to believe that 
it was 1 Corinthians 7:1 - “…good for a man not 
to have sexual relations with a woman.” (ESV)  

Paul taught them that 1 Corinthians 7:2 - “…because 
of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man 
should have his own wife and each woman her own 
husband.” ESV  
 

He reasoned that both husband and wife should 
avoid any neglect of the other when it came to sexual 
intimacy. His grounds? A husband’s body no longer 
belongs to him alone, but to his wife. Likewise, a 
wife’s body no longer belongs to her alone but to her 
husband. Any abstention from sexual intimacy in 
marriage must be by mutual consent with an agreed 
time to come together again. Otherwise, we open our-
selves up to Satan’s temptation. Simply put, if a hus-
band or wife’s sexual needs are not being met by the 
spouse, Satan will seek to tempt that spouse with a 
person of the opposite sex who is willing to meet 
those needs. 
 

In the same way, unfulfilled emotional needs also 
open the door to sexual temptation. A listening ear, 
soothing word, or consoling hand has the potential to 
result in a clandestine meeting, especially when one’s 
spouse is neglectful of such responses. It is im-
portant that we keep the home fires burning. As Solo-
mon wrote, Proverbs 5:18 - “Let your fountain be 
blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth.” ESV  
 

We cultivate our marriages by communicating our 
love for one another through our words and actions. 
 

Gary Chapman, in his book, The Five Love Lan-
guages: The Secret to Love That Lasts, identifies five 
ways in which we do this. Some of our spouses con-
sider themselves loved when we affirm them through 
our words. Others require that we spend quality time 
with them. Still others consider themselves loved by 
the gifts we give. Taking time to physically do some-
thing, an act of service, also demonstrates love. And 
finally, physical touch communicates love. Learning 
our spouse’s “love language” and acting upon it will 
go a long way toward strengthening our marriages 
and nipping adultery in the bud. 
 
Our marriages are too precious to be neglected. They 
must be nourished each and every day. Only then can 
we avoid the minefields that Satan buries along the 
road of life. “To love, honor, and cherish” should be 
our mantra “till death do us part.” 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Doris Vanaman is in UAMS in Little Rock. 
 
Rick Griffin, deacon at Bono Church of Christ, be-
came ill while vacationing in FL, & is in ICU there. 
He will be moved to St. Bernards as soon as he is 
stable. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Vivian Wilson,  Leon-
ard Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Steven-
son, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Tom 
Reynolds, Angella Holleman, Tristen DeWhitt, 
Judith Stevenson, Larry & Artie McCain, Johnita 
Burnett, Joanne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Gary Davis, 
Ruby Hood, Rick Armstrong, Kathy Pulley, Jerry 
Dallas, David Meredith, Gilbert & Margie Hess, 
Dora Lou Hoyskn, Haley Jones, James Johnson, 
Jr., Eddie Taylor, Harold Lacy 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
Thanks to all who participated in the Christmas 
gifts for the Children’s Home of Paragould.  Special 
thanks to Karen McFadden for delivering the gifts. 
 
Special Contribution is Sunday, December 7th.   
Please keep this in mind. 
 
 

“You are infinitely dear to the Fa-
ther, unspeakably precious to Him. 

You are never, not for one second, 
alone.”  Norman F. Dowty  

 

Hebrews 13:5-6: “…God has said, “I 
will never fail you. I will never 

abandon you.” So we can say with 
confidence, “The Lord is my helper, 

so I will have no fear. What can 

mere people do to me?” 

It is difficult to imagine the money spent on food, 
gifts, and hotels to maintain adulterous affairs. 
Blackmail by scorned lovers who threaten to reveal 
the truth to innocent spouses and the financial 
outlay for lawyers, alimony and child support 
should it end in divorce only increase the debt 
load of such liaisons.  Proverbs 29:3 - “…he who 
keeps company with harlots wastes his wealth.” 
NASB  
 
The destruction of one’s reputation is another con-
sequence of adultery. The good name which a per-
son has spent a lifetime acquiring and protecting 
can be lost overnight. Proverbs 5:14 - “I was al-
most in utter ruin in the midst of the assembly 
and congregation.” NASB  Proverbs 6:33 - 
“Wounds and disgrace he will find, and his re-
proach will not be blotted out.” NASB  
 

Perhaps the harshest consequence of such unfaith-
fulness is the harm done to one’s family. Proverbs 
5:16-17: “And don’t be like a stream from which 
just any woman may take a drink. Save yourself 
for your wife and don’t have sex with other 
women.” CEV 
 

Certainly, there will be the loss of trust by both 
children and spouse. Divorce will leave the guilty 
individual alone. Illegitimate children from the 
relationship will most likely be reared without a 
father and a mother in a godly home. Finally, there 
is the distinct possibility of infecting a person’s 
spouse with a sexually transmitted disease. 
 

One fact cannot be ignored. At some point the sin 
will be found out. Proverbs 6:27-29: “Can a man 
scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being 
burned? Can a man walk on hot coals without 
his feet being scorched? So is he who sleeps with 
another man’s wife; no one who touches her will 
go unpunished.” NIV 
 

So what is the answer? How are we to deal with the 
sin of adultery? Yes, God does regard it as a sin. 
“You shall not commit adultery” is number seven 
of the original Ten Commandments (Exodus 
20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18). Twice, Jesus empha-
sized this prohibition of God (Matthew 5:27; 
19:18), and Paul included it in his list before sum-
ming up with the second greatest commandment 
(Romans 13:9). 
 


