
Published weekly by the Hickory Ridge Church of Christ 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Legalized Adultery  -  Part 2 

 

From the beginning, God intended for a man and his wife to be 
married for a lifetime. Marriage is intended to be permanent. 
God’s basic plan for marriage is one man, one woman, for life! 
 

Humanity soon deviated from God’s plan and were divorcing 

their spouses for many reasons.  Jesus addressed this issue in 

the Sermon on the Mount. 

 

Jesus first made reference to what had been taught in the past:  

Matthew 5:31 - “Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever di-

vorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’” 

NKJV 
 

This is a reference to Deuteronomy 24:1–4: “When a man takes 
a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no fa-
vor in his eyes because he has found some indecency 
(uncleanness - NKJV) in her, and he writes her a certificate of 
divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his 
house, and she leaves his house and goes and becomes an-
other man’s wife, and if the latter husband turns against her 
and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand 
and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies 
who took her to be his wife, then her former husband who 
sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, 
since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before 
the Lord, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the 
Lord your God gives you as an inheritance.” NASB 
 

Jesus then moved from what His listeners had been told by the 
rabbi’s to what He taught, where He carefully and properly de-
fined “uncleanness” as “sexual immorality.”  

 

Matthew 5:32 - “But I say to you that whoever divorces his 

wife for any reason except sexual immorality causes her to 

commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is di-

vorced commits adultery.” NKJV 

Sunday Morning Servers 

December 28, 2014 
 

1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Lonnie & Judy 
                                          Seabaugh 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Rick Phillips, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Seabaugh, 
Larry Volk, Kyle Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...All Items on List  
 
December 30………..Midweek Service 
December 31………..New Years’ Eve Party 
January 4…………….Finger Food After  
                                 Evening Service 
January 5…………….Children’s Home Truck 
January 6…………….Ladies' Devo & Elders Meet  
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Sunday Evening Servers 

December 28, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Lonnie Seabaugh 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......48 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...68 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..40 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...29 
Special Contribution….............$2,934.00 
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Jesus’ teachings apply to both men and women. In 
Matthew 5, Jesus spoke only of the divorced wife 
who remarried. In Matthew 19, He spoke of the 
divorced husband who remarried.  
 

A parallel passage in Mark includes a wife divorc-
ing her husband: Mark 10:11-12: “Whoever di-
vorces his wife and marries another woman 
commits adultery against her; and if she herself 
divorces her husband and marries another man, 
she is committing adultery.” NASB  
 

In both cases, Jesus said they were guilty of adul-
tery. Why? Because in God’s sight they were still 
husband and wife! Remember Jesus’ words: “What 
therefore God has joined together, let no man 
separate” (Matthew 19:6). NASB 
 

In saying, “God made them,” and that “God has 
joined them together,” Jesus asserts God’s au-
thority over marriage; it is God’s institution, not 
mans, so it is God’s rules that apply.  
 

And here is God’s rule: “If a married person di-
vorces and remarries, he or she is guilty of adul-
tery. The only exception to that rule is if one’s 
marriage partner is guilty of sexual immorality 
(fornication), which means sexual intercourse 
with another individual – adultery!” 
 

Jesus’ teaching is clear - divorce was not, and is 
not, a part of God’s original plan for marriage. 
From the beginning, God intended for a man and 
his wife to be married for a lifetime. Marriage is 
intended to be permanent - one man, one woman, 
for life! 
 

But what about: Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:31-

32 are not overly difficult to understand, but after 
hearing them, people immediately ask, “But what 
about this situation or that?”  

 

There are many reasons people give today to justi-

fy divorce that do not fulfill the Biblical allowance 

for divorce.  Incompatibility, not loving each other 

anymore, irreconcilable differences, brutality, 

abuse, general unhappiness, conflict, addictions 

such as drugs/alcohol/pornography, poverty, or 

misery, etc., are not grounds for divorce, though 

they may be proper grounds for a separation and 

consequent “celibacy within marriage.”  

1 Corinthians 7:10-11: “But for those who are mar-
ried, I have a command that comes not from me, 
but from the Lord. A wife must not leave her hus-
band. But if she does leave him, let her remain sin-
gle or else be reconciled to him. And the husband 
must not leave his wife.” NLT 
 

Paul recognizes (without at all encouraging) that one 
might “depart” in such circumstances, but they can-
not consider themselves “divorced,” with the right to 
“remarry,” because their marriage covenant has not 
been broken for what God considers to be Biblical 
cause.  Marriage, as a promise made to our spouse 
and before God and the world, is a binding promise, 
and cannot be broken at our own discretion. If God 
does not recognize the promise being broken, then it 
is not broken. 
 

God does not have three categories: single, married, 
and divorced. He has two categories: single and mar-
ried. You are either bound under a marriage vow, or 
you are not. If you are, you can’t marry another. If 
you are not, you are free to marry in the Lord.  
 

1 Corinthians 7:39 – “A married woman is not free 
as long as her husband lives; but if her husband 
dies, then she is free to be married to any man she 
wishes, but only if he is a Christian.” GNT 
 

Romans 7:1-3: “Now, dear brothers and sisters—you 
who are familiar with the law—don’t you know that 
the law applies only while a person is living? For 
example, when a woman marries, the law binds her 
to her husband as long as he is alive. But if he dies, 
the laws of marriage no longer apply to her. So 
while her husband is alive, she would be commit-
ting adultery if she married another man. But if her 
husband dies, she is free from that law and does 
not commit adultery when she remarries.” NLT 
 

To be continued next week: “Divorce and the gospel 
of grace!” 
 

***************************** 
 

“If God can create the universe in six days -  

imagine what He can do with your life!” 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 “...if anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation; old things have passed away; 

behold, all things have become new.” NKJV 

PRAYERS 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Jerry Roark, Vivian 
Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard Wilson, Glenda 
Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Betty Andrews,  
R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Tom Reynolds, , Angella 
Holleman, Paula Rutter, Tristen DeWhitt, Judith 
Stevenson, Larry & Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, 
Joanne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy 
Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  Haley Jones, 
James Johnson, Jr., Eddie Taylor,  Bob Eppes, 
Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, Dempsey 
Crust. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Bud Shoe-
maker who passed away Friday. Mr. Shoemaker 
was Kathy Phipps’ stepfather. 
 
Sympathy is also extended to the family of Daniel 
Barker who passed away Sunday. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Communion will be served at the beginning of 
church services after the first of the year. 
 
Midweek services during the holidays will be 
Tuesday, December 30th. 
 
New Years’ Eve Party will be held in the fellow-
ship room.  
 
Finger food will be served after evening services 
on Sunday, January 4th, in honor of Leonard Wil-
son. 
 
Children’s Home Truck will run Monday, January 
5th. Please have your supplies in by this date. Sup-
plies include lasagna noodles, sweetened con-
densed milk, sugar, non-aerosol deodorant, hair 
gel/mousse, & salad dressing. 

 
 

Luke 16:18 – “Whoever divorces his wife and 

marries another commits adultery; and whoever 

marries her who is divorced from her husband 

commits adultery.” NKJV 
 

The Bible is clear - God sanctions one type of sexu-
al union - one man with one woman who are mar-
ried to each other.  That is “sexual morality.”  
“Sexual immorality” is anything outside of that. 

 

The ancient Greek word for “sexual immorali-

ty” (unchastity – NASB; fornication – KJV) is 

“porneia” - a broad comprehensive word covering 

a wide span of sexual sins.  “Fornication” can 

mean any sexual intercourse of any type outside of 

marriage.   
 

To better understand Jesus’ teaching, it may help 

to look at a longer version of the same teaching in 

Matthew 19:3–9 (same as in Mark 10:2-12).   
 

Matthew 19:3 – “The Pharisees also came to Him, 
testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 
NKJV 
 

The answer Jesus gave them wasn’t quite 
what they expected: 
 

Matthew 19:4-9: “And He answered and said to 
them, “Have you not read that He who made 
them at the beginning ‘made them male and fe-
male,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So 
then, they are no longer two but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let not 
man separate.” They said to Him, “Why then did 
Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, 
and to put her away?” He said to them, “Moses, 
because of the hardness of your hearts, permit-
ted you to divorce your wives, but from the be-
ginning it was not so. And I say to you, whoever 
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality 
(unchastity – NASB; fornication – KJV), and mar-
ries another, commits adultery; and whoever 
marries her who is divorced commits adultery.” 
NKJV  
 


