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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Legalized Adultery 

 
Matthew 5:27-28: “‘You have heard that it was said to those of 
old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that 
whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already com-
mitted adultery with her in his heart.” NKJV 
 
After Jesus discussed “mental adultery” (lusting in the heart), 
He turned to what we might call “legalized adultery” - mar-
riage, divorce, and remarriage for unscriptural reasons.  
 

Jesus first made reference to what had been taught in the past:  

Matthew 5:31 - “Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever di-

vorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’” 

NKJV 

  
This verse is based on Deuteronomy 24:1–4: “When a man 
takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no 
favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency 
(uncleanness - NKJV) in her, and he writes her a certificate of 
divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his 
house, and she leaves his house and goes and becomes an-
other man’s wife, and if the latter husband turns against her 
and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand 
and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies 
who took her to be his wife, then her former husband who 
sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, 
since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before 
the Lord, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the 
Lord your God gives you as an inheritance.” NASB 
 
The law of Deuteronomy 24:1 was given to provide a degree of 
protection to the divorced wife and to discourage divorce.  Mo-
ses said that it was not enough for a man to just declare “we’re 
divorced” to his wife. The divorce had to be recognized legally 
just as the marriage had been, so a certificate of divorce - a le-
gal document – had to be issued, and properly served.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

December 21, 2014 
 

1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... George Burnett 
Announcements ................ John Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Alan & Libby  
                                          Mahon 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Rick Phillips, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Seabaugh, 
Larry Volk, Kyle Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 
Children’s Home…...Salad Dressings  
 
December 23 & 30….Midweek Services 
                                
 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

December 21, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Ronald Kirksey 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......50 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...71 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..34 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...23 
Contribution…...........................$1,797.74 
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They said that “the man with a bad wife would 
never face hell, because he has paid for his sins 
on earth.”  
 
They said that “the man who is ruled by his wife 
has a life that is not life.”  
 
They said that “a bad wife is like leprosy to her 
husband, and the only way he could be cured is 
by divorce.”  
 
They even said, “If a man has a bad wife, it is a 
religious duty to divorce her.”  
 
Their low view of women meant that their high 
ideal of marriage was constantly compromised, 
and those compromises were made into law. 
 
Deuteronomy 24:1 mentioned “some indecency” 
or “uncleanness” in the wife that prompted the 
husband to divorce her.  
 
In the first century, Rabbi Shammai understood 
that “uncleanness” meant “sexual immorali-
ty,” (unfaithfulness) and said that was the only 
valid reason for divorce. This was the strict and 
unpopular view.  
 

But Rabbi Hillel understood “uncleanness” to 

mean “any sort of discretion,” anything that 

made the husband unhappy, ranging from burning 

the bread to getting old and wrinkled to embar-

rassing her husband in public. This was the leni-

ent and popular view (with men). 
 
William Barclay on Rabbi Hillel’s teaching on di-
vorce: “They said that it could mean if the wife 
spoiled a dish of food, if she spun in the streets, 
or went with unbound hair, if she talked to a 
strange man, if she spoke disrespectfully of her 
husband’s relations (parents) in his hearing, if 
she was a brawling woman (defined as a woman 
whose voice could be heard in the next house). 
Rabbi Akiba even went the length of saying that 
it meant if a man found a woman whom he liked 
better and considered more beautiful.” 
 
So in their question, the Pharisees tried to get Je-
sus to side with one teaching or the other.  

If He agreed with the lax school of Rabbi Hillel, it was 
clear that Jesus did not take the Law of Moses seri-
ously. If He agreed with the strict school of Rabbi 
Shammai, then Jesus might become unpopular with 
the multitude, who generally liked access to an easy 
divorce. So what was Jesus going to do? 
 
Matthew 19:4-9: “And He answered and said to 
them, “Have you not read that He who made them 
at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and 
said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’? So then, they are no longer 
two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” They said to Him, 
“Why then did Moses command to give a certificate 
of divorce, and to put her away?” He said to them, 
“Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, 
permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so. And I say to you, whoever 
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality 
(unchastity – NASB; fornication – KJV), and marries 
another, commits adultery; and whoever marries 
her who is divorced commits adultery.” NKJV  
 
Jesus goes to the heart of the matter in Deuterono-
my 24:1.  Moses did not command divorce; he per-
mitted it because of the “hardness” of the offending 
party who was unfaithful to their spouse.  
 
It was also permitted because of the “hardness” of 
the offended party who was unable to forgive and 
restore a damaged relationship! 
 
Jesus also carefully and properly defined 
“uncleanness” as “sexual immorality.”  
 
God sanctions one type of sexual union - one man 
with one woman who are married to each other.  
 
From the beginning, God intended for a man and his 
wife to be married for a lifetime. Marriage is intended 
to be permanent. God’s basic plan for marriage is 
one man, one woman, for life. 
 
To be continued... 
 

Romans 14:12 - “So then each one of us 
shall give account of himself to God.” 

NKJV 

PRAYERS 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Jerry Roark, Vivian 
Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard Wilson, Glenda 
Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Betty Andrews,  
R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Tom Reynolds, Bud Shoe-
maker, Angella Holleman, Tristen DeWhitt, Judith 
Stevenson, Larry & Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, 
Joanne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy 
Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  Haley Jones, 
James Johnson, Jr., Eddie Taylor, Paula Kay Rut-
ter, Bob Eppes, Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth 
Dowdy. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Communion will be served at the beginning of 
church services after the first of the year. 
 
Midweek services during the holidays will be 
Tuesday, December 23rd, and Tuesday, December 
30th. 
 

You are feeling weighed down by a 

multitude of problems, both big 
and small. They seem to require 

more and more of your attention, 
but you must not give in to those 
demands. When the difficulties of 

life feel as if they are closing in on 
you, break free by drawing closer 
to God. When waves of adversity 

are washing over you, and you feel 
tempted to give up, put your eyes 

on God. 
 

Psalm 46:1 – “God is our refuge 

and strength, a very present help 
in trouble.” 

 

He also made it clear that a certificate of divorce 
could not be written for just any reason - there 
must be grounds for the divorce (uncleanness)! 
 
Once a man divorced his wife and she remarried, 
she could never be his wife again. To break this 
law was an abomination before the Lord.  
 
Jeremiah 3:1 – “The Lord said to the people of 
Israel: If a divorced woman marries, can her first 
husband ever marry her again? No, because this 
would pollute the land…” CEV 
 

The Jews of Jesus’ day were abusing these require-

ments.  As Larry Calvin wrote – “In Old Testament 

times, Jewish men were marrying women, ex-

hausting their dowries, and then turning those 

women out on the streets to fend for themselves. 

The Jewish men were then going out and finding 

themselves another woman with another dowry.”  

 

Jesus then moved from what His listeners had 

been told by the rabbi’s to what He taught: Mat-

thew 5:32 - “But I say to you that whoever di-

vorces his wife for any reason except sexual im-

morality causes her to commit adultery; and 

whoever marries a woman who is divorced com-

mits adultery.” NKJV 

 

Luke 16:18 – “Whoever divorces his wife and 

marries another commits adultery; and whoever 

marries her who is divorced from her husband 

commits adultery.” NKJV 
 

To better understand Jesus’ teaching, it may help 

to look at a longer version of the same teaching in 

Matthew 19:3–9 (same as in Mark 10:2-12).   
 

Matthew 19:3 – “Some Pharisees came and tried 

to trap him with this question: “Should a man be 

allowed to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 

NLT 
 
The Jews of that day had a high ideal of marriage, 
but they had a low view of women. “A wife was 
bought, regarded as property, used as a house-
hold drudge, and dismissed at pleasure.” (Bruce)  
 
The Rabbis had many sayings about bad marriages 
and the bad wife.  


