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Blessed Assurance

One of the great promises of God’s word is that we can know that we know that we know that we know that we are
heaven bound; we can know that we have eternal life! How many of you are absolutely sure you are saved?  How
many of you have the blessed assurance that Jesus is yours? Some Christians, maybe one of you, think like this – “I
hope I’m saved; maybe I’m saved; I think I’m saved.” It’s not faith to say this! Faith says, “I know I’m saved.”

Hebrews 11:6 – But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He
is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

This is very important because the day is coming when God will have His say in this world, and we need to be ready
for that day! 2 Corinthians 5:10 - “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”

The tragedy is that while everyone has the right to assurance, not everyone will experience it. The devil certainly has a
lot to do with it: John 10:10 – “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy…”

Revelation 12:17 – “And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of
her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

In this great battle for our souls, the devil will not be discouraged very easily. First, he will do everything in his power
to keep you from becoming a Christian. If he fails in this first battle, he will do everything he can to try to get you to
fall away from the Lord and lose your salvation.

If he fails to do that, he will try to drown you in your guilt, make you feel bad, make you miserable, overwhelm you
with doubts and fears, and make you feel lost so that you won’t be effective as a Christian!

Many people are not sure they are saved because they depend on their “feelings” to tell them they are saved. The
Bible doesn’t say a whole lot about our feelings.  The word is used only twice in the Bible, and in neither case does it
refer to our salvation.  The word “feel” is used six times, but never refers to salvation.

There are three major tools of hell that Satan uses to bring us down:

1) Guilt says “I’m not forgiven.”
2) Condemnation says “Woe is me…”
3) Shame says “My past is still who I am.”

All three are anti-Gospel, anti-Christ, and anti-truth. If we have obeyed the gospel (explain), then we can be sure,
without a doubt, that we are saved!

If you have been justified by the blood of Jesus, you are not guilty - you are forgiven. You are not condemned -
you're justified. And you are not ashamed - you are born again.

Romans 8:1 – “So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.”

So if anyone asks you “Are you saved” - if you are doing your best to live faithfully as a child of God, you can
answer:

“Absolutely! I know I am saved! I have been born again. I am a child of God, I am a member of the Lord’s body, I
am a citizen of God’s kingdom.”
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The idea that you can never be sure of your salvation does not come from the New Testament. In 1 John, the word
“know” occurs 42 times.  John didn't say he wrote so that people can “think” they might be saved: 1 John 5:13 –
“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you
have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

If you can’t say “I know I’m saved,” then this lesson is for you.

I. We can be sure

When New Testament writers addressed Christians, they never showed the slightest doubt that the people they wrote
to had been saved.

Paul told the Galatians: Galatians 3:26-27: “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

To the Colossians he wrote - Colossians 1:13-14: “For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and
transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.”

1 Peter 1:22-23: “You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show sincere
love to each other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart. For you have been born
again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal,
living word of God.”

1 John 3:1 – “See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are!”

If New Testament Christians had that kind of assurance that they had been saved, then we should have the same kind
of assurance.

Paul had no doubt about his eternal salvation. As he came to the end of his life, he said with great assurance: 2
Timothy 4:6-8: “As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my death is
near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. And now the prize
awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his
return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.”

Notice that Paul did not say that he alone could have assurance; he said that “all who eagerly look forward to His
appearing” can have the same assurance of eternal salvation.

It cannot be emphasized strongly enough that the Bible teaches that a faithful child of God can be absolutely sure they
are saved, and that because of this knowledge, they can be at peace with God. You can’t be at peace with God unless
you know you are saved!

II. How can we be sure

Many people (3/4) are confident that they are saved because they are good moral people, but this is a false assurance
- they have been deceived by the devil.

Isaiah 64:6 - “We are all infected and impure with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing
but filthy rags. Like autumn leaves, we wither and fall, and our sins sweep us away like the wind.”

Ecclesiastes 7:20 - “For their is not a just man on earth who does good and does not sin.”
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Romans 3:23 – “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

We can be absolutely sure of our salvation and be at peace with God because Jesus is righteous, not because we are.
He is righteous for us, and God sees Jesus when He looks at us.

2 Corinthians 5:21 – “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could
be made right with God through Christ.”

1 Peter 2:24 – “He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for
what is right. By his wounds you are healed.”

Isaiah 32:17 – “The work of righteousness will be peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness and
assurance forever.”

We can be absolutely sure of our salvation and be at peace with God because of what Christ did and is doing - not
what we do:

Romans 5:1 - “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

Hebrews  9:26 - “…But now, once for all time, he has appeared at the end of the age to remove sin by his own
death as a sacrifice.”

Hebrews 7:25 – “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since
He always lives to make intercession for them.”

After we have done everything we can for Christ, we are still unworthy servants. We will still fall short of the mark,
but God’s mercy will make up what we lack!

1 John 1:8-9: “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if we
confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.”

1 John 2:1-2: “My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin.  But if anyone does sin, we
have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father.  He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous.  He
Himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins – and not only our sins but the sins of all the world.”

We can be absolutely sure of our salvation and be at peace with God because we have the gift of the Holy Spirit:

1 John 4:13 – “And God has given us His Spirit as proof that we live in Him and He in us.”

Romans 8:16 – “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”

Ephesians 1:13-14: “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in
whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, Who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.”

Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control.  Against such there is no law.”
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Are you filled with love, are you experiencing joy in your life, are you at peace with God and yourself, are you a
patient person, are you kind, are you good, are you faithful, are you gentle, are you in control – are you saved?
People who are not saved do not have the Holy Spirit.

III. What does assurance give us

Contentment regardless of our circumstances (Philippians 4:11 – “Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned
how to be content with whatever I have”).

Peace in our souls - to be saved and to be sure we are saved creates a peace passing all understanding (2 Corinthians
13:11 – “Finally, brethren, farewell.  Become complete.  Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and
the God of love and peace will be with you”).

Boldness in teaching the lost: 1 Thessalonians 1:5 – “For when we brought you the Good News, it was not only
with words but also with power, for the Holy Spirit gave you full assurance that what we said was true…”

Unless we are completely sure of our own salvation, we won’t be able to tell others about salvation (a good salesman
must believe in the product he is selling).

IV. How do we develop assurance

Obey the Gospel (plan of salvation). Acts 2:38 – “Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

“It is the blood of Christ that makes us safe; it is the Word of God that makes us sure.”

1 Peter 1:18-19: “For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from
your ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver. It was the precious blood of Christ, the
sinless, spotless Lamb of God.”

By Bible study (Romans 10:17 – “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God”).

God designed His message to produce faith in the human heart - studying will change the way you think and live:

Hebrews 4:12 – “For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword,
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.”

We must have faith, we must take God at His word, believing every promise and obeying every command! You will
never be sure of your salvation and you will never be at peace with God unless you are willing to take God at His
word. This means that as a Christian, you absolutely believe your sins are forgiven, that you have been justified before
God, and that you are going to heaven because your name is written in the Book of Life!

By prayer (Philippians 4:6-7: “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you
need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus”).
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By setting our minds on spiritual things and living according to the Spirit (Colossians 3:12-17: “Since God chose
you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you.
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which
binds us all together in perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as
members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. Let the message about Christ, in
all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father”).

V. Conclusion

Can we sing “Blessed Assurance” and actually have the assurance that we were saved in the past, we are being saved
on a daily basis, and we will be saved in heaven forever! Absolutely!

1 John 1:7 – “But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.”

2 Peter 1:10 – “So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those God has
called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away.”

Revelation 2:10 – “…Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

However, the Christian who has drifted back into the world or who is lukewarm will never experience the Blessed
Assurance they could have had – they will never be at peace: Isaiah 57:21 - “There is no peace,” says my God,
“for the wicked.”

But there is great assurance for a child of God.

Hebrews 10:19-22: “And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven's Most Holy Place because
of the blood of Jesus. By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most
Holy Place. And since we have a great High Priest who rules over God's house, let us go right into the presence
of God with sincere hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with Christ's
blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure water.”

Are you sure you are saved?  If you are not sure, you may not be?


