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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Judgment Day Surprises 

 
In the 1660s, Port Royal, Jamaica, had gained a reputation as 
the Sodom of the New World because most residents were pi-
rates, cutthroats, or prostitutes. It is considered one of the 
wickedest cities that ever existed on earth. Back in May of 1969, 
a national magazine told the story of what happened to this 
city.   
 
“Cities have been smothered with volcanic ash, leveled by 
hurricanes, shaken apart by earthquakes. But no disaster 
quite matches the one that struck Port Royal, Jamaica, at 
11:43 a.m., on June 7, 1692. In the space of less then 10 
minutes, the thriving pirate port, reputedly the wickedest 
city on earth, sank convulsively into the Caribbean.” 
 
An eyewitness described the scene: “The earth heaved and 
swelled like the rolling billows, and in many places the earth 
cracked open - opened and shut - with a motion quick and 
fast. In some of these people were swallowed up, in others 
they were caught by the middle, and pressed to death. The 
whole was attended with the noise of falling mountains at a 
distance, while the sky was turned dull and reddish, like a 
glowing oven.”   
 
The earthquake and tsunami killed between 1,000 and 3,000 
people combined, over half the city’s population. Disease ran 
rampant in the next several months, claiming an estimated 
2,000 additional lives.  The whole population was nearly wiped 
out! Even today, many Jamaicans believe that Port Royal’s de-
struction was the price exacted by an angry God for its sins.  
 
We read in the Bible about past judgments - the flood, Sodom 
and Gomorrah, the Assyrians conquering Israel, the destruction 
of the temple, etc.  In each case God warned them! How did 
people react to these predictions?  They refused to believe them 
- they did not take them seriously, but every one of these God-
given prophecies came to pass exactly as predicted.   

Sunday Morning Servers 

August 24, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Jody McFadden 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... George Burnett 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ David McFadden 
Greeters……………………..George & Peggy 
                                          Burnett 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

David McFadden, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Sea-
baugh, Larry Volk, Rick Phillips 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Deodorant  
                                  (Non-Aerosol) 
 
August 28…………….Celebrate Recovery 
                              6:30 - 8:30 P.M. 
 
August 31…………….Fingerfood following  
                                  Evening Service 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

August 24, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Ronald Kirksey 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......57 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…..77 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..….34 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...25 
Contribution………….…...........$1,960.33 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sodom_and_Gomorrah
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Revelation 20:12 - “And I saw the dead, small 
and great, standing before God, and books were 
opened. And another book was opened, which is 
the Book of Life. And the dead were judged ac-
cording to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books.” 
 
We will not be judged as a congregation or as a 
couple or as a family – we will be judged individu-
ally! There will be no absentees and no exemp-
tions, young and old, rich and poor, educated and 
uneducated, presidents and paupers – all who 
have ever lived. Regardless of what happened to 
their body, the souls of all men and women will be 
present on Judgment Day. In this life, the guilty 
sometimes escape punishment, they may never be 
caught or found not guilty, or even escape from 
prison. No one is above God’s law; no one escapes 
the coming judgment of God!  
 
The atheist will be surprised that he was wrong – 
there is a God: Psalm 14:1: “The fool has said in 
his heart, there is no God!” 
 
Some people (atheists/agnostics) will be surprised 
to learn that we will be judged and we will reap 
what we have sown:  
 
Galatians 6:7-8: “Do not be deceived: God cannot 
be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever 
sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will 
reap destruction; whoever sows to please the 
Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.” 
 
The greatest surprise for many is that there really 
is a God, that there will be a Day of Judgment – 
that God will hold them accountable for the way 
they lived their lives, that God will judge the se-
crets of men.   
 
Some do not like to think about the possibility of 
judgment. Others have a vague hope that, whatev-
er life after death may hold, everything will turn 
out all right. Some are convinced that there can be 
no Judgment Day because a loving God would nev-
er send anyone to hell. The French skeptic Voltaire 
was once asked why he was not worried about 
facing God someday.  He said, “God will forgive.”  
When asked how he could be so confident, he re-
plied, “Because that’s His business.”  

What a surprise it will be for many when they stand 
before the Lord and He welcomes a few into heaven 
but turns the majority away into hell! 
 
Some people will be surprised to learn that there will 
be no second chance:  
 
Hebrews 9:27:  “And as it is appointed for men to 
die once, but after this the judgment.” 
 
Those who didn’t believe in Jesus will be surprised at 
who their judge will be:  
 
2 Corinthians 5:10 – “For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may re-
ceive the things done in the body, according to 
what he has done, whether good or bad.” 
 
The scoffer will be surprised that hell is real: Revela-
tion 20:15  - “And anyone not found written in the 
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 
 
The good moral man will be surprised to learn that 
he is a lost sinner:  
 
Romans 3:23: “...for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.” 
 
People with lax moral standards will be surprised to 
learn that God meant what He said about sexual im-
morality:  
 
Revelation 21:8 - “But the cowardly, unbelieving, 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcer-
ers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in 
the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death.” 
 
The Bible is crystal clear—the Second Coming of Je-
sus is imminent - that doesn’t mean immediate, it 
means He could come at any time, to include today! 
 
If He came today, will you be one of those who are 
surprised at the outcome, or are you prepared and 
ready and looking forward to that great day? 
 

To be continued... 

 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Vivian Wilson had open heart surgery Monday, 
August 18th, in Jonesboro, and is recovering in 
ICU. 
 

Joy Kay Wilson had surgery on Tuesday, August 
19th, in Searcy. 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Leonard Wilson, Glen-
da Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Ella Crouch, 
Jerry Roark, Doris Vanaman, Betty Andrews, 
R.W. & Betty Gibson, Bonnie Phipps, Cassie Par-
ish, Johnita Burnett, Maxine Stokes, Judith Ste-
venson, Gary Davis, Danny Jackson, Leslie Mos-
ley,  Jarrett Moore, Rick Harrison, Belle Jones, 
Kendal Baker, Jerry Cotton, Lee Cullum, Sam 
Malone, Jerry Dallas, Ruby Hood, Zachery Fra-
zier, Kelsey McIllwain, Rick Armstrong, J.P. 
Jones, Timothy Strasser. 
 

Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory) 
 

********************** 
 

Congratulations 

 
The angels rejoiced this past Sunday night as Mar-
garet Cullum, Jacob Farmer, and Jordan Farmer put 
Christ on in baptism! 
 

********************** 
 
The Hickory Ridge Church of Christ will begin a 
Christ-centered, faith-based 12 step program that 
that is designed to teach individuals how to handle 
and overcome and find healing for the destructive 
hurts in their lives, the habits that are messing up 
their lives and the hang-ups that prevent them 
from growing spiritually.  
 

We will begin meeting on 28 August at 6:30 P.M. in 
the church fellowship hall! 
 

If you know of someone who needs help in dealing 
with their problems, please refer them.  Please call 
us at (870) 697-2978 or email us at hicko-
ryridgecoc@gmail.com for more information. 

Peter tells us that God’s final judgment is coming 
upon our world in a breadth and scope that will 
make all of these combined pale by comparison:  
 
2 Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come 
as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements 
will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and 
the works that are in it will be burned up.” 
 
Then comes the judgment where we will see Jesus 
face to face:  Romans 14:10-12: “For we shall all 
stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it 
is written: ‘As I live, says the Lord, Every knee 
shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess 
to God.’  So then each of us shall give account of 
himself to God.”  
 
The history of the world will come down to that 
one moment: Acts 17:31 - “…He has appointed a 
day on which He will judge the world in right-
eousness by the Man whom He has ordained…” 
 
Why then, should anyone think that the biblical 
predictions of the Day of Judgment will not come 
to pass? If it happens today, are you ready, or will 
you be surprised at the outcome? 
 

Judgment Day Surprises: One of the things the 

Bible makes very clear is that when Jesus judges 
the human race, some people who thought they 
were doing the right things, or that they were good 
enough, will be very surprised to learn that they 
will be condemned for all eternity:  
 
Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 
demons in Your name, and done many wonders 
in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from Me, you who prac-
tice lawlessness!’” 
 
The Bible teaches that everyone will be at the 
judgment: Acts 24:15 – “I have hope in God, 
which they themselves also accept, that there 
will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the 
just and the unjust.”   


