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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Can tragedy come to good people?  Part 2 

 
Last week we asked and began to answer this question: “Why 
does a good God allow suffering, hardships, trials, adversity, 
pain, sorrow, heartache, tragedy, and death, even among His 
own children? Why does God allow diseases to strike, terror-
ists to kill, tornadoes to destroy, children to die, and criminals 
to commit crimes against the innocent?” 
 
Being a Christian does not make us immune to the trials and 
tribulations of life.  
 
Some people say: Bad things just don’t happen to good people!  
But is that true?  “Can tragedy come to good people?”  Yes, it 
can.  Can it come to those trying with all their hearts to serve 
the Lord?  Yes, it can and yes it does.   
 
The Bible teaches us that trials and persecution are natural, 
expected parts of living for God, and though they can be very 
difficult to deal with, God uses these problems, trials, and tribu-
lations to build character.  
 
James 1:2-3: “My brothers and sisters, when you have many 
kinds of troubles, you should be full of joy, because you 
know that these troubles test your faith, and this will give 
you patience.” 
 
Romans 5:3-4: “We can rejoice, too, when we run into prob-
lems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endur-
ance. And endurance develops strength of character, and 
character strengthens our confident hope of salvation.”  
 
Romans 8:35-37: “Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or fam-
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: “For 
Your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him who loved us.” 

Sunday Morning Servers 

August 17, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Rick Phillips 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..David & Jeanie 
                                          Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

David McFadden, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Sea-
baugh, Larry Volk, Rick Phillips 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...Sugar 
 
August 31……………..Fingerfood 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

August 17, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. David McFadden 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......73 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…..…..111 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..42 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...32 
Contribution………….…...........$1,828.55 
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Hebrews 11:32-38: “How much more do I need to 
say? It would take too long to recount the sto-
ries of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jeph-
thah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets. By 
faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled 
with justice, and received what God had prom-
ised them. They shut the mouths of lions, 
quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death 
by the edge of the sword. Their weakness was 
turned to strength. They became strong in battle 
and put whole armies to flight. Women received 
their loved ones back again from death. But oth-
ers were tortured, refusing to turn from God in 
order to be set free. They placed their hope in a 
better life after the resurrection. Some were 
jeered at, and their backs were cut open with 
whips. Others were chained in prisons. Some 
died by stoning, some were sawed in half, and 
others were killed with the sword. Some went 
about wearing skins of sheep and goats, desti-
tute and oppressed and mistreated. They were 
too good for this world, wandering over deserts 
and mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the 
ground.”  NLT 
 
It sure doesn’t look like the person who is going 
through these kinds of troubles is loved; it even 
appears like they are God-forsaken and maybe 
even God-afflicted.  Maybe you feel that way right 
now! 
 
Some of you may be suffering right now. If you 
are, I want you to understand that you aren’t suf-
fering because you are a worse sinner than the 
rest of us. And some of you are doing great right 
now, no complaints. That doesn’t mean you are 
better than the person sitting next to you who is 
hurting.  
 
Pain and suffering comes to us all - when it does, 
don’t ask “Why me?” The better question to ask is 
“Why not me?” 
 
The most important question you’ll ever ask is not 
“Why do good people suffer?” The most im-
portant question is “Am I ready to meet God?” Or 
“Where will I spend eternity?” 
 
So whatever it is that you are facing, just remem-
ber that it’s temporary, it will come to an end!  

1 Peter 1:6-7: “So be truly glad. There is wonderful 
joy ahead, even though you have to endure many 
trials for a little while. These trials will show that 
your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests 
and purifies gold—though your faith is far more 
precious than mere gold. So when your faith re-
mains strong through many trials, it will bring you 
much praise and glory and honor on the day when 
Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.” NLT 
 
As Christians, we are “more than conquerors” over 
the trials and tribulations that come our way!  We do 
not just survive our problems – we triumph over 
them.  We do not merely cope with the challenges of 
life, with God’s help we use those challenges to be-
come better people.  Above all, we are more than con-
querors because God’s grace enables us to win the 
battle against great odds.  In the end we will be ush-
ered into His presence and receive a reward far great-
er than anything we can imagine. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18: “That is why we never give 
up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are 
being renewed every day. For our present troubles 
are small and won’t last very long. Yet they pro-
duce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and 
will last forever! So we don’t look at the troubles 
we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things 
that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will 
soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last 
forever.” NLT 
 
One day, everything will be fixed and redeemed 
(Revelation 21:4 – “And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, 
nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more 
pain, for the former things have passed away”).  
 
But for the time being, we have to live in an imperfect 
world where there are storms, accidents, disease, and 
evil people.   
 

Can bad things happen to good people?  
That only happened once, and He volun-

teered for it!   
 

Romans 5:8 – “But God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

PRAYERS 
 
Ella Crouch will have knee replacement surgery on 
Tuesday, August 12. 
 
Jerry Roark will have hand surgery on August 13. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Leonard & Joy Kay 
Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, 
Doris Vanaman, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty Gib-
son, Bonnie Phipps, Johnita Burnett, Maxine 
Stokes, Judith Stevenson, Gary Davis, Danny 
Jackson, Leslie Mosley,  Jarrett Moore, Rick Harri-
son, Belle Jones, Kendal Baker, Jerry Cotton, Lee 
Cullum, Sam Malone, Jerry Dallas, Ruby Hood. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory) 
 

********************** 
 

The Hickory Ridge Church of Christ will begin a 
Christ-centered, faith-based 12 step program that 
that is designed to teach individuals how to handle 
and overcome and find healing for the destructive 
hurts in their lives, the habits that are messing up 
their lives and the hang-ups that prevent them 
from growing spiritually.  
 
We will begin meeting on 28 August at 6:30 P.M. in 
the church fellowship hall! 
 
If you are struggling with an addiction of any type 
such as alcohol/drug addictions, or other bad hab-
its which are destroying your soul, such as pornog-
raphy, gambling, etc., if you struggle with pain 
from abuse, neglect, the effects of a divorce, etc., if 
you have debilitating hang-ups that you can’t seem 
to deal with such as un-forgiveness towards those 
who have hurt you, guilt over what you have done,  
grief, bitterness, anger, fear, anxiety, etc, then this 
may be for you! Regardless of the problem, the 
steps to recovery are always the same! 
 
If you know of someone who needs help in dealing 
with their problems, please refer them. 
 
Please call us at (870) 697-2978 or email us at 
hickoryridgecoc@gmail.com for more infor-
mation. 

The first two words on this list: Tribulation and 
Distress are general words for ‘trouble,’ but each 
has a slightly different emphasis.   
 
“Tribulation” is from the Greek word that primari-
ly means ‘a pressing, pressure, to compress or 
press.’ It was the word used for extracting the 
juice from grapes by trampling on them, or grind-
ing wheat or barley into fine meal. Have you expe-
rienced the pressure of trouble?  Have you been 
battered by life?  Then you understand what this 
word means.   
 
“Distress” is translated from a compound Greek 
word that refers to a narrow or restricted place.  
Have you ever felt as if you were being squeezed 
in a vise, as if you had no room to breathe?  Then 
you understand what this word means.   
 
When you combine the two, they refer respectively 
to outward affliction and inward distress.  The 
two terms encompass every kind of problem and 
trouble that might be imagined. 
 
Persecution refers to being pursued like a hunter 
pursues an animal.  The church was born in occu-
pied territory and under ruthless dictators who 
hunted and persecuted Christians.   
 
Famine (lack of food) and nakedness (lack of 
clothing) could refer to the financial consequences 
of following Christ.   
 
Peril is a general word for ‘danger,’ while sword 
has a number of sinister meanings, including vio-
lent death and execution for being a Christian.  
Paul was speaking from personal experience when 
he wrote Romans 8:35-37 and 2 Corinthians 11:22
-27. 
 
2 Corinthians 6:3-5: “We live in such a way that 
no one will stumble because of us, and no one 
will find fault with our ministry.  In everything 
we do, we show that we are true ministers of 
God. We patiently endure troubles and hardships 
and calamities of every kind. We have been beat-
en, been put in prison, faced angry mobs, 
worked to exhaustion, endured sleepless nights, 
and gone without food.”  NLT 
 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/1%20Peter%201.6-7

