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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Can tragedy come to good people? 

 
There is a question that is as old as the first tear, and as 
recent as the latest newscast.  It was asked by Job, and 
has been asked by every person who has walked upon 
the face of the earth and who believes in God.  
 

“Why does a good God allow suffering, hardships, tri-
als, adversity, pain, sorrow, heartache, tragedy, and 
death, even among His own children? Why does God 
allow diseases to strike, terrorists to kill, tornadoes to 
destroy, children to die, and criminals to commit crimes 
against the innocent?” 
 

One of the most difficult parts of the Christian life is that 
becoming a disciple of Christ does not make us immune 
to life’s trials and tribulations. Even as Christians, we 
know what it means to be broken – to be shattered, to 
feel as if our entire world has fallen apart, or perhaps 
been blown apart.  We have all had times in our lives 
when we didn’t want to raise our heads off the pillow, 
when we felt certain the tears would never stop flowing, 
or our bodies would never stop hurting. The pain and 
suffering and tragedies that come our way can make life 
very difficult and tough! 
 

Why do we suffer? Sometimes we suffer because of our 

own sin – sin has consequences and sometimes these 
consequences are immediate and not pleasant – “No one 
should complain when he is punished for his sins” 
(Lamentations 3:39). NCV 
 

But what about those times when suffering isn’t related 
to sin, like in the case of Job, who said to God: Job 10:2 – 
“…tell me what you have against me.” NLT 

Sunday Morning Servers 

August 10, 2014 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Doug Wilson 
Announcements ................ David McFadden 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Frank & Ella  
                                          Crouch 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

David McFadden, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Sea-
baugh, Larry Volk, Rick Phillips 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...Sweetened Condensed  
                                   Milk 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

August 10, 2014 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Lonnie Seabaugh 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......63 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…..87 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..….42 
Wednesday Worship…………….……...29 
Contribution………….…...........$ 
 
 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
Have you ever stopped to wonder, “Why do 
good things happen to bad people - like 
me?”  
 
But why? Why are there disasters such as 

tornados, earthquakes, or accidents in which 
people are hurt or die? Why is there cancer, 
infection, and disease? Why would God let a 
Christian get sick and even die?  It’s because 
we live in a fallen, messed up world.  
 
When Adam and Eve sinned, they opened up 
a world of troubles for themselves and for 
their descendants. Have you ever heard the 
world’s shortest poem?  
 
It’s called “Troubles” and here’s the poem: 
Troubles - Adam had ‘em!’ He had plenty of 
troubles – and so do we.  Suffering is no re-
specter of persons – everyone suffers at 
some time or the other! 
 
Trouble is inevitable (Job 14:1 – “How frail is 
humanity! How short is life, how full of 
trouble!”).  
 
Paul said in Acts 14:22 - “We must suffer 
many hardships to enter the kingdom of 
God.”   
 
Sometimes that includes good/innocent 
Christians suffering from tragedies!  
 
These troubles can include death (Job’s chil-
dren). However, even if we die, God does not 
lose us in the dust of death.  For the faithful 
child of God, death is not a wall, but a door 
into the presence of God: 
 
Psalm 116:15 – “Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of His saints.” 
 

Christians suffer like anybody else, they get 
sick, they get hurt, they can be persecuted, 
and they eventually die, just like anyone else.  

Some children are being raised by an evil parent 
(s).  Christian women and young girls have been 
abused to include sexual abuse by evil men for 
2000 years.   
 
Children of Christian parents have been abused 
by close family members or others.  Christians 
have been persecuted and killed for 2000 years.   
 
Some people are married to an evil person, 
some people suffer at the hands of evil people, 
and it happens every day.  Sometimes these bad 
things happen to good Christian people.   
 
Terrible things have happened to the bodies of 
good Christian people, but God has promised 
that regardless of what happens to our bodies, 
our souls will live forever:  
 
Matthew 10:28 – “And do not fear those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But ra-
ther fear Him who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell.” 
 
Psalm 34:19 - “The righteous person faces 
many troubles, but the Lord comes to the res-
cue each time.” 
 
Philippians 1:29 – “For to you it has been 
granted on behalf of Christ, not only to be-
lieve in Him, but also to suffer for His sake…”  
 
1 Peter 5:10 – “But may the God of all grace, 
who called us to His eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, 
establish, strengthen, and settle you.” 
 
 

“When you suffer, God is not 
getting back at you, He is get-

ting you back to Himself!” 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Jerry Roark will have hand surgery on Au-
gust 13. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Joy Kay Wilson, 
Glenda Tarwater, Patty Stevenson, Doris 
Vanaman, Betty Andrews, Betty Gibson, Ted 
Kirksey, Bonnie Phipps, Johnita Burnett, 
Maxine Stokes, Judith Stevenson, Gary Da-
vis, Danny Jackson, Leslie Mosley,  Rodney 
Shelly, Jarrett Moore, Rick Harrison, Belle 
Jones, Kendal Baker, Jerry Cotton, Ronnie 
Thomas, Geoffrey Shaw, Lee Cullum, Sam 
Malone, Jerry Dallas, Tommy Reynolds, Sta-
cy Reynolds. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 

Congratulations 

 
The angels rejoiced this past Sunday night as 
Sherrie Cullum and Jada Alford put Christ on 
in baptism! 
 
 
 

“It is possible to evangelize the world 
in this generation, if the Church will 
but do her duty. The trouble is not 
with the heathen. A dead Church will 
prevent it, if it is prevented. Why 

should it not be accomplished? God 
will have all men to be saved and 
come unto the knowledge of the 
truth. The resources of the Church 
are boundless. Let the will of the 
Church be brought into line with the 
will of God, and nothing will be found 
to be impossible. May God grant it!” 
Griffith John 

Luke 13:1-5: “About this time Jesus was in-
formed that Pilate had murdered some peo-
ple from Galilee as they were offering sacri-
fices at the Temple. “Do you think those 
Galileans were worse sinners than all the 
other people from Galilee?” Jesus asked. “Is 
that why they suffered? Not at all! And you 
will perish, too, unless you repent of your 
sins and turn to God. And what about the 
eighteen people who died when the tower 
in Siloam fell on them? Were they the worst 
sinners in Jerusalem? No, and I tell you 
again that unless you repent, you will per-
ish, too.” 
 
The question in the minds of Jesus’ audience 
was, “Why did those people suffer and die 
from Pilate’s cruelty or from the tower fall-
ing?”   
 
The assumption was they must have been 
bad people to suffer like that. There is a ten-
dency for us to look at someone when they 
are suffering and to think, “Maybe they are 
just getting what they deserve.”   
 
Some people say: Bad things just don’t hap-
pen to good people!  But is that true?  “Can 
tragedy come to good people?”  Yes, it can.  
Can it come to those trying with all their 
hearts to serve the Lord?  Yes, it can and yes 
it does.   
 
We think bad people should be the ones to 
suffer and good people shouldn’t. But that’s 
not the way it works. Why do good people 
suffer? None are good in the first place! 
 
Romans 3:10 - “There is none righteous, no 
not one…”    
 
Maybe you’ve asked this question yourself, 
“Why do bad things happen to good peo-
ple?”  
 


