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All things new

When 65 of the 66 books of the Bible had been completed, when the final book of Revelation had been
written almost in its entirety, when only eight additional paragraphs remained to be written for all time,
that’s when God gave man his picture of heaven – a description of our new habitation!

Revelation 21:1 – “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.”

The “first heaven and earth” refers to where mankind currently dwells. But this world is destined for
destruction.

2 Peter 3:10-13: “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens
will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and
the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”

This present earth is going to be destroyed, but we will still need a suitable environment for our spiritual
bodies to live and function in. The Holy Spirit calls that prepared place “a new heaven and a new
earth.” The “new heaven and new earth” is the replacement of the first.

John 14:1-3: “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.  In My
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a
place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

In other words, the “new heaven and new earth” is a reference to heaven. Heaven is our future home,
a special place, a place where we will be safe, a place where we will be accepted, a place of rest, a place
where the problems we experience in this life now will not exist.  Heaven, according to Jesus, is the
“Home of the Soul!”

Revelation 21:2 – “Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”

The purpose of the words “coming down out of heaven” is not to indicate direction or destination,
but divine origin. Heaven is not an achievement of man; it is a gift of God to the saints of the Old
Testament and the bride of Christ – the church!

In heaven we will have a new closeness. Revelation 21:3 - “And I heard a loud voice from heaven
saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be
His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.”
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Though we enjoy a special relationship with God now, and we are aware of His nearness and His love,
in heaven we will live in the very presence of God and see His face, and God will live among His
people.

Revelation 21:4 - “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed
away.”

In heaven, God will not simply dry our tears; He will remove the things that cause our tears – i.e., death,
sorrow, crying, pain! All of these things will be gone forever.

Are you living with a broken heart, are you discouraged, depressed, worn out, defeated, tired, or
frustrated? Maybe you are struggling with the pains of a divorce, a job loss, or maybe you have lost a
loved one, especially a child or a grandchild, which has to be the most devastating thing that could ever
happen to anyone?

No one should ever have to outlive their own children. How many times have you, like David, cried
yourself to sleep? Psalm 6:6 – “I am worn out from sobbing. All night I flood my bed with
weeping, drenching it with my tears.”

Then you need to know that when you go to your eternal home, the same hands that stretched the
heavens will touch your cheeks, caress your face, and wipe away your tears forever. My friends, there
really will be “No tears in heaven!”

We’ve all seen people suffer and hurt and endure pain in their body we can only imagine. But Paul says
that in heaven we will have a new body: 1 Corinthians 15:51-53: “But let me reveal to you a
wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be transformed! It will happen in a moment,
in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who
have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be transformed. For our
dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be
transformed into immortal bodies.”

In heaven there will be no suffering of any kind, which means no heart attacks, cancer, arthritis,
diabetes, nor any physical handicaps of any kind.  In heaven, our bodies will never hurt again, because
God will remove all pain and all sickness for all eternity: Romans 8:18 - “Yet what we suffer now is
nothing compared to the glory He will give us later.”

In heaven, no one will get hurt, there will be no abortion clinics, no jails, no missing children, no
killings, no wars, no unemployment, no taxes, no bills, no hospitals, no pollution, nobody will ever go
hungry, and absolutely nothing will ever grow old.

No termites will eat at the foundation of heaven because it rests on the rock of ages.  Fire cannot destroy
it.  Floods cannot wash it away.  The doors are not locked in heaven because no evil person will be there
to come in and hurt you. In heaven we will know only happiness, because the things of this life that
have caused us sorrow will no longer exist.
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In heaven, we will finally be able to rest: Revelation 14:13 - “Blessed are the dead who die from now
on in the Lord.” The Spirit says, “Yes, they will rest from their hard work, and the reward of all
they have done stays with them.”

John also says that in heaven there will be no more death. Can you imagine it?  Heaven is a city that
has no cemetery, no tombstones, and no funeral homes.  No hearse will ever drive on the golden streets
of heaven, in heaven there will never be a funeral procession.  In heaven the word “goodbye” will never
be spoken.

Many are anxious to know if they will recognize their friends and loved ones in heaven. Paul, in
speaking about the church in Thessalonica, said - 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20: “What is our hope, joy, or
crown that we can brag about in front of our Lord Jesus when He comes? Isn’t it all of you? You
are our glory and joy!”

How could they be his reason for rejoicing if he could not recognize them and know that they were
among the saved?

Jesus said in Matthew 8:11 – “And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit
down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” Here we find that Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob have not lost their identities; Moses and Elijah did not lose their identities on the Mount
of Transfiguration.

The Bible says our names are written in heaven (Luke 10:20), and that when we die we are gathered to
our people - Genesis 35:29 - “And Isaac breathed his last, and he died and was gathered to his
people, old and full of days…”

Lazarus was still Lazarus in Hades (Luke 16); Samuel was still Samuel though already dead (1 Samuel
28:14). Jesus called Lazarus by name when He raised him from the dead (John 11).

In heaven we will make new relationships with the saints of all the ages, and continue old relationships
as well! In heaven, we will know each other - you will see your children and grandchildren; you will
know your spouse but not be married to them (Matthew 22:29-33); how about your mom and your
dad?  How about your grandparents? Don’t you want to see them again?

If you want to enjoy these blessings, you have to overcome.  You must be faithful until death. However,
what if, instead of overcoming, you are overcome? Heaven will never be your home!

Revelation 21:5-8: “Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He
said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” “And He said to me, “It is done! I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of
life freely to him who thirsts.” “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God
and he shall be My son.” “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire
and brimstone, which is the second death.”
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God says that those who give themselves to the ways of the world will not live in heaven: Revelation
21:27 - “But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a
lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”

Revelation 22:14-15: “Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right
to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. But outside are dogs and
sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a
lie.”

This is both a promise and a warning—a promise that heaven will be free of ungodly influences and a
warning that if we want to live in heaven, we have to abandon the ways of the world! We cannot hold
dual citizenship.

I. The beautiful home of the soul

Revelation 21:9-21: “Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven
last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s
wife.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her
light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Also she had a great and
high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are
the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on the
north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. Now the wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he who talked
with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. The city is laid out as a square;
its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand
furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. Then he measured its wall: one hundred and
forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. The construction of its
wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the
city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second
sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the
seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth,
and the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one
pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.”

This passage gives us a breathtaking view of heaven. For one, the city glimmers like a brilliant precious
jewel.

It is also staggering in size. A stadion (Roman measurement) is approximately an eighth of a mile.  So
12,000 stadia (furlongs) in length means that the city was 1500 cubical miles in size.

This is equal to the distance between New York and Houston.  1500 by 1500 is an area 8.4 times larger
than the entire state of Texas, bigger than Australia or Europe.  It is an understatement to say that this
city is unlike any ever seen on earth.
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The protective wall and the gates are also described. Since a cubit was about 18 inches – the wall was 72
yards tall.  The city enjoyed perfect protection.

The gates are made of pearls – the most sought after jewel in the ancient world.  A 20 grain pearl, about
the size of the end of your little finger, is worth a fortune.  We can only imagine…

These images are meant to stagger us – to make us gasp, shake our heads, and say “If heaven is even
more wonderful than this, how beautiful heaven must be!”

Heaven is not just big—it is enormous! It is big enough for everyone who wants to go, and plenty of
people will be there. Heaven is a place prepared for those who are prepared. Are you prepared?

II. God’s health plan

Revelation 22:1-3: “And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river,
was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.”

There are three basic things necessary to sustain life – water, food and health.  These verses tell us that
in heaven, God will supply everything we will need to live forever! The tree of life had been lost to
mankind because of sin, in heaven it will be restored.  The water of life and the tree of life will bring
healing to the citizens – in mind, body and spirit.

In Genesis 3 we read of “Paradise Lost,” in Revelation 22 we read of “Paradise Regained.” Heaven
will accomplish the complete reversal of man’s fall into sin; we will again experience complete,
unhindered, face-to-face fellowship with God.

Revelation 22:4-5: “They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall
be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And
they shall reign forever and ever.”

This is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s act of creation, as He brings it back to where it started.

Why does John give such a lengthy, detailed picture of heaven? To encourage us to hang on when life is
difficult and to make us want to go to heaven, to want to get ready if we are not ready!

III. Conclusion

Heaven is the place where God is; it is a place where God’s will is done by those who did God’s will
here on earth. It’s a place where everyone wants to go, but not everyone will be there. In one poll, 87%
of those surveyed said they believe themselves likely to go to heaven.  The Lord’s statistics are not that
optimistic.
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Matthew 7:13-14: “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to
hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very
narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.”

Luke 13:22-28: “And He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward
Jerusalem. Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are saved?” And He said to them,
“Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be
able. When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand
outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ and He will answer and say to
you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’ then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in
Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you,
where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’ There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the
kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out.”

Compared to the number of people who take the wide, easy path in life, those who are saved will be few.
Still millions of saved people will be in heaven:

Revelation 7:9-10: “After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe
and people and language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed
in white robes and held palm branches in their hands. And they were shouting with a great roar,
“Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne and from the Lamb!”

The only question is: “Will you be among them?” There is plenty of room if you want to be there!

Today I am asking you to consider your ways and your life – are you on the broad path that is leading to
destruction, death and hell?  Or are you on the narrow path that is leading to salvation, life, and heaven?
Have you thought about where you will spend eternity, have you thought about your soul?

Revelation 22:17 – “And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say,
“Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.”

Even after centuries of inviting, God has not given up calling sinners to repentance. However, some day
He will stop inviting. The door will close, and it will be too late to change. We will be what we will be
for all eternity—lost in sin or alive in the Lamb. Which will it be for you? Do not deceive yourselves in
this matter, be totally honest - are you ready to go to heaven?

Nothing a man achieves in this world will mean anything if he misses heaven: Mark 8:36-37: “And
what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more
than your soul?”

Revelation 22:20 - “He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”


