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A fireproof faith 

 

In 605 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, attacked and conquered Judah (Daniel 1:1-2). Following his victory, 

Nebuchadnezzar ordered that the best and brightest young men of Judah be deported to Babylon. Daniel, Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego were among this group. His plan was to train (brainwash) these young men for three years 

and then give them positions in the royal court (Daniel 1:3-5).  

 

Nebuchadnezzar wanted these young men to become so indoctrinated in Babylonian culture that at the end of their 

training they would think and act like Babylonians. In Daniel 3, three of these young men faced one of the most 

difficult decisions you could ever imagine - disobey God and live or obey God and die. The question would be, 

would they remain loyal to the God of Israel even if it meant a horrible death? 

 

I.  Tested by fire 

 

Daniel 3:1-12: “King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue ninety feet tall and nine feet wide and set it up on the 

plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. Then he sent messages to the high officers, officials, governors, 

advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the provincial officials to come to the dedication of the statue 

he had set up. So all these officials came and stood before the statue King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  Then a 

herald shouted out, “People of all races and nations and languages, listen to the king’s command! When you 

hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, and other musical instruments, bow to the ground to 

worship King Nebuchadnezzar’s gold statue. Anyone who refuses to obey will immediately be thrown into a 

blazing furnace.”   So at the sound of the musical instruments, all the people, whatever their race or nation or 

language, bowed to the ground and worshiped the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  But some 

of the astrologers went to the king and informed on the Jews. They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “Long live 

the king! You issued a decree requiring all the people to bow down and worship the gold statue when they hear 

the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, and other musical instruments. That decree also states 

that those who refuse to obey must be thrown into a blazing furnace. But there are some Jews—Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego—whom you have put in charge of the province of Babylon. They pay no attention to 

you, Your Majesty. They refuse to serve your gods and do not worship the gold statue you have set up.”  

 

Idolatry is when we put someone or something else before God, when we substitute another god for the Lord God; 

when we think thoughts not worthy of God.  Idolatry is basic to many, if not most, of our sins today.   

 

God has always considered idolatry as a very serious sin against Him personally, comparing it to the infidelity of a 

spouse (Ezekiel 23:37). There are no circumstances under which idolatry is acceptable to God.  

 

Nebuchadnezzar probably considered bowing down to his statue the equivalent of taking a pledge of allegiance. So 

he didn’t just regard their refusal as a religious offense, to him it was an act of treason. Politicians have always been 

willing to blend spiritual allegiance and national allegiance in order to strengthen their grip on political power.  

 

An example of this was displayed in 1936 when Herr Baldur von Schirach, head of the youth program in Nazi 

Germany, said: “If we act as true Germans we act according to the laws of God. Whoever serves Adolf Hitler, the 

fuehrer, serves Germany, and whoever serves Germany serves God.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

2 

II. They would not bow 

 

Daniel 3:13-15: “Then Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage and ordered that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

be brought before him. When they were brought in, Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, that you refuse to serve my gods or to worship the gold statue I have set up? I will 

give you one more chance to bow down and worship the statue I have made when you hear the sound of the 

musical instruments. But if you refuse, you will be thrown immediately into the blazing furnace. And then 

what god will be able to rescue you from my power?”  

 

Nebuchadnezzar’s authority had been challenged in public, something he probably never expected anybody to do. He 

obviously didn’t want to execute Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, so he gives them a second chance.  

 

We can only imagine the enormous pressure on these young men to compromise their faith. They knew full well that 

they would be executed for their answer. Yet God was more real to them than any of those things.  

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were people just like you and me – they had hopes and dreams for the future. 

They wanted to live. They didn’t want to die. But when they were faced with a life or death choice, they didn’t 

hesitate for a second.  In reality, the decision had been made long ago.   

 

Years before this event happened, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego had surrendered themselves completely to 

God - body, soul, and spirit. It was the kind of submission Paul wrote of in Romans 12:1 – “And so, dear brothers 

and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living 

and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.” 

 

Daniel 3:16-18: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 

ourselves before you. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He 

will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your 

Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.”  

 

These are some of the most awe-inspiring words of courage and conviction in the face of the most dreadful danger in 

the history of the world (Nathan Hale).         

 

They had a good understanding and appreciation of God’s great power. They knew that God could save them, but 

they also understood that they must do what is right even if He didn’t! In this they agreed with Job: “Even if God 

kills me, I have hope in him” (Job 13:15).  
 

The statement of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego is also remarkable for what it does not have - any hint of an 

excuse. These men had all kinds of reasons and excuses at their disposal for why it could have been in their best 

interests to compromise. 

  

They might have said, “Look, if we get ourselves killed, who is going to look out for the welfare of the Jewish 

people? We’re no good to anyone if we’re dead! Even if it means bowing down to this idol, we need to survive. 

There is nothing to gain by resisting; wouldn’t we do more good by living?” Sooner or later we will all die anyway, 

so why not die making a stand for God? 

 

They could have said, “When in Babylon, do as the Babylonians do. We’re just trying to fit in so that we can stay 

relevant in our culture. God will excuse us.”  They knew that God has unlimited jurisdiction.  

 

They might have said, “The king gave us these really sweet jobs - we owe him.” Sometimes when God blesses us we 

make the blessing an idol and compromise God to keep what we have. 
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They could have said, “We’ll bow down, but we won’t actually worship the idol. We’ll just make it LOOK like we’re 

worshipping the idol, but we’ll really worship God in our hearts. After all, we are not being called to renounce our 

God.”   

 

We must do more than perform acts of religious obedience when people are watching! 

  

They could have said, “We’ll worship the idol just this one time, then we’ll ask for forgiveness. No harm done!”  

 

They might have said, “Everybody else is doing it.”  

 

They might have said, “It is only for one time, and not for very long. Ten minutes, just for the king. It is stupid to 

throw our lives away for ten minutes.” These men knew that ten minutes can chart the course for eternity. 

  

They might have said, “This is more than can be expected of us; God will understand just this once.” It is true that 

God understands our struggle with sin, but knowing that God understands should be motivation to obey, not a 

license to sin. 

 

All these rationalizations make sense at first. But in one sentence, God’s word destroys them all (Exodus 20:1-5: 

“And God spoke all these words, saying: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of bondage. “You shall have no other gods before Me. “You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 

God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate 

Me…”). 
 

If there is one thing that is crystal clear in Scripture, it is that God’s people are to bow down to God and God alone. 

There can be no compromise on this – ever! 

 

Nebuchadnezzar had given Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego important positions in his kingdom. He had even 

given them a second chance to escape the blazing furnace. But pleasing Nebuchadnezzar meant displeasing God. If 

they had bowed down, they would have lived with regret. If they had not been delivered by God and died, they would 

have died with a clear conscience.  They would not bow! Because they would not bow: 

 

III. They did not burn 

 

Daniel 3:19-27: “Nebuchadnezzar was so furious with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face became 

distorted with rage. He commanded that the furnace be heated seven times hotter than usual.  Then he ordered 

some of the strongest men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the 

blazing furnace.  So they tied them up and threw them into the furnace, fully dressed in their pants, turbans, 

robes, and other garments.  And because the king, in his anger, had demanded such a hot fire in the furnace, 

the flames killed the soldiers as they threw the three men in.  So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, securely 

tied, fell into the roaring flames.  But suddenly, Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement and exclaimed to 

his advisers, “Didn’t we tie up three men and throw them into the furnace?”  “Yes, Your Majesty, we certainly 

did,” they replied.  “Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, unbound, walking around in the fire 

unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god!”   Then Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could to the door of 

the flaming furnace and shouted: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come 

out! Come here!”  So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stepped out of the fire. Then the high officers, 

officials, governors, and advisers crowded around them and saw that the fire had not touched them. Not a hair 

on their heads was singed, and their clothing was not scorched. They didn’t even smell of smoke!” 
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Nebuchadnezzar was an eyewitness to two remarkable things.  One was the miracle which preserved the lives of 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.  This miracle was designed to show the sovereignty of the true God over the 

false gods of the Babylonians. Did it ever!  

 

The second remarkable thing that Nebuchadnezzar got to witness was the fourth person in the furnace who walked 

with and preserved the lives of his three faithful followers.  It is reasonable to say that the king saw an angel.   

 

However, the KJV and the Septuagint (LXX) translates this passage as, “One like to the Son of God.” It is my 

opinion that the fourth individual in that fiery furnace was none other than the pre-incarnate form of Jesus Christ and 

Nebuchadnezzar unknowingly identified Him for who He would be identified as in the future. 

 

IV. Praising God 

 

Daniel 3:28-30: “Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He 

sent his angel to rescue his servants who trusted in him. They defied the king’s command and were willing to 

die rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. Therefore, I make this decree: If any people, 

whatever their race or nation or language, speak a word against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, they will be torn limb from limb, and their houses will be turned into heaps of rubble. There is no 

other god who can rescue like this!” Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to even 

higher positions in the province of Babylon.  

 

In Daniel 3:15 Nebuchadnezzar had asked, “Who is the god who will deliver you from my hands?” Now he 

knows! 

 

Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges the greatness of God. He gives glory to God as the “most high” God, the greatest of 

the gods, but he still has not given up on his belief in his own gods.   

 

V. Trial by fire 

 

About 700 years later, multiplied thousands upon thousands of Christians would face similar circumstances - worship 

pagan gods or suffer the most intense of persecutions.   

 

It got started on July 19, 64 AD, when Rome burned. The Romans believed that Emperor Nero was responsible. Nero 

blamed the Christians.  

 

The Roman Empire made Christianity illegal, and set out to destroy all Christians from the face of the earth.  The 

Romans persecuted the church for over 200 years in ten major imperial persecutions.  The Romans would give people 

a test to see if they were true Christians.  A person would be given the opportunity to burn a pinch of incense to 

Caesar and say “Caesar is lord,” which was considered an act of worship.  A true Christian wouldn’t do it.  The 

Romans then used a variety of methods to get people to give up their Christian faith.  Some were: 

 

 Starvation 

 Eaten by wild animals 

 Used as human torches in Nero's gardens 

 Beaten, beheaded, put on the rack and burnt 

 Cut in little pieces while bleeding to death 

 Slowly broiled over fires    

 Poisoned, raped, hung up by hooks 

 Used as human feeding troughs for pigs    

 Thrown off of cliffs, skint alive 

 Placed in sacks with poisonous snakes 
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 Children brutally murdered in front of parents  

 Parents brutally murdered in front of children  

 

Peter spoke of a fiery trial in 1 Peter 4:12 – “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 

try you, as though some strange thing happened to you.”   

 

The “fiery trial” may refer to the burning of Christians in Rome by Nero.  

 

In 168 AD, a man named Polycarp was arrested and tried for being a Christian in the city of Smyrna.  His judges 

urged him to say that Caesar was God and offer a sacrifice to him. They said, “There is no harm in that, is there?” 

At first he refused to answer. Finally, after they continued to press him, Polycarp said, “I shall not do what you 

would persuade me to.” 

 

This made his judges very angry. They thought it would be easy to persuade him to do what they wanted him to do. 

But he wouldn’t budge!   The judge said, “Sware, and I will set you free – reproach Christ.”   

 

Then Polycarp gave his famous response: “Eighty and six years have I now served Christ, and he has never done 

me the least wrong: How then can I blaspheme my King and my Savior?”  He was then stabbed and burnt at the 

stake! 

 

Romanus was deacon of the church of Caesarea when Diocletian’s persecution began. Being condemned for his faith 

at Antioch, he was scourged, put to the rack, his body torn with hooks, his flesh cut with knives, his face cut, his teeth 

beaten from their sockets, and his hair pulled up by the roots. He was then ordered to be strangled. November 17, 303 

AD. 

 

Friends, the Bible does not teach us that God’s children will be shielded from pain, suffering, trouble, or persecution, 

just the opposite. I believe that God sometimes allows certain people to suffer in order that the world might know that 

Christianity is real, and that we can be a Christian even when the sun is not shining. 

 

VI. Conclusion 

 

There is tremendous pressure in today’s world for Christians to compromise their beliefs.  It is getting worse by the 

day and will until the end of time.  2 Timothy 3:12 – “…everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 

will suffer persecution.” 

 

Is your faith in Christ strong enough to handle the pressure of trials, tribulations, pain, suffering, temptations, or 

persecutions in the form of personal threats, criticism, a loss of job, death threats, and the threat of prison for yourself 

or your family?  If you faced something like this, would you compromise to save your life?  Or have you already 

given in to a life of compromise?  

 

To compromise our faith is a very dangerous thing to do, completely unacceptable to God. A Christian who has 

compromised his faith is a person who says with their mouths that they are faithful Christians, but they live like the 

world in one or more areas, such as giving in to the desires of the flesh, sexual immorality, addictions to alcohol, 

drugs or pornography.  Others have allowed their concern for the things of the world and their pride and their greed to 

consume them.   

 

Mark 4:18-19: “The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, but all too quickly 

the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no 

fruit is produced.” 

 

 



 

6 

Some are guilty of unethical practices and think its ok to exploit others to achieve success, because they embrace what 

is called the sacred/secular split (‘Total Truth,’ Nancy Pearcey).  They separate their lives and their minds so that 

biblical truth only applies to their spiritual church life, but will do whatever it takes in the other areas of their lives to 

achieve their goals – even if it’s unethical! They have compromised their faith, they are hypocrites, and they are 

lost! 
 

God’s people have always faced the pressure to compromise.  But the Bible is clear, regardless of what we go 

through, in times of persecution and testing, God’s people fight fire with faith.   

 

We are to never ever ever give in!  “Can your faith handle the fire?” 

 

Mark 8:34-36: “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 

For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save 

it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?” 

 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18: “Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner 

with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? 

How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? 
 
And what union can there be between God’s temple and 

idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God said: “I will live in them and walk among them. I will be 

their God, and they will be my people.
 
Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves 

from them, says the Lord. Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you. 
 
And I will be your Father, 

and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 

 

Revelation 2:8-11: “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These things says the First and the Last, 

who was dead, and came to life: 
 
“I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know 

the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear any of 

those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you 

may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 

life. 
 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt 

by the second death.”’ 

 

1 Peter 1:6-7: “So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for 

a little while. These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—

though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, 

it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole 

world.”   

 

 

“Do you have a fireproof faith?” 


