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A Bible Boomerang 

 

Most have heard of the boomerang, that amazing curved stick, invented by Australian aborigines, which soars 

gracefully through the air and returns to the thrower. 

 

The Bible contains many spiritual “boomerangs” that always return to the ones who “throw them out.” Let us 

consider a few: 

 

Ecclesiastes 11:1 – “Send your grain across the seas, and in time, profits will flow back to you.” NLT 

 

Matthew 7:2 – “For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will 

be measured back to you.” NKJV 

 

Galatians 6:7 – “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.” 

NKJV 

 
Luke 6:38 – “Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to 

make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount 

you get back.” NLT 

 

We are presently studying the Beatitudes. In the heart of them, we find this Bible boomerang:  

 

Matthew 5:7 – “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”  NKJV 

 

Matthew 5:7 – “God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” NLT 

 

Matthew 5:7 – “They are blessed who show mercy to others, for God will show mercy to them.” NCV 

 

Matthew 5:7 – “Happy are those who are merciful to others; God will be merciful to them!” GNT 

 

Again, let me emphasize the natural progression of the Beatitudes. The person who realizes his spiritual need – poor 

in spirit (1
st
 Beatitude), and mourns because of his sin (2

nd
 Beatitude), will become meek and humble (3

rd
 

Beatitude), and will desire to be spiritually nourished (4
th

 Beatitude).  

 

Anyone who has come this far will recognize that others have the same spiritual needs. This should prompt him to be 

full of pity, sympathy, compassion, and love in dealing with them - we become “merciful, pure in heart, 

peacemakers.” 
 

I. The meaning of mercy 

 

The dictionary defines “mercy” as “compassionate treatment, especially of those under one’s power…an attitude 

of kindness and forgiveness…kindness or good will towards the miserable and afflicted, along with a desire to help 

them.” 
 

To show mercy is to care about those in need, and is expressed in actually doing what we can to help.  Mercy involves 

both the heart and the hands.  Unless the heart is moved and until the hands reach out to help, it is not mercy. 
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The various aspects of mercy are illustrated in the parable of the Good Samaritan - Luke 10:25-37: “One day an 

expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: “Teacher, what should I do to inherit 

eternal life?” Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?” The man answered, “‘You 

must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
 
“Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” The man wanted to 

justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man 

was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his 

clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road. “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw 

the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. A Temple assistant walked 

over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. “Then a despised Samaritan came 

along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his 

wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to 

an inn, where he took care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take 

care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’ “Now which of these 

three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked. The man replied, 

“The one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” NLT 

 

Other  illustrations  might  be  given, but the  attribute  of  mercy  is  best  illustrated  by looking at God.  

 

While the devil is “the father of lies” (John 8:44), God is “the Father of mercies.” 2 Corinthians 1:3 – “…God is 

our merciful Father and the source of all comfort.” NLT 

 

If God were only a God of justice, there would be no hope for mankind, “for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God” (Romans 3:23). However, He is also a God of mercy.  

 

Psalm 103:14 – “For he knows how weak we are; He remembers we are only dust.” NLT 

 

Ephesians 2:4 – “But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much…” NLT 

 

James 5:11 – “…for the Lord is full of tenderness and mercy.” NLT 

 

As a loving God, He extended His mercy to us when He sent Jesus to die for our sins on the cross. Psalm 85:10 – 

“Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed.” NKJV 

 

Truth says our sins have separated us from God.  But mercy says the blood of Jesus can wash those sins away.  

Righteousness says we don’t deserve to be saved because the best we can do is like a filthy rag in God’s sight.  But 

peace says Jesus is our Mediator Who made it possible for us to be reconciled to God! 

 

To comprehend God’s mercy, it helps if we look at the life of Jesus. Mercy caused Jesus to come to this earth. Mercy 

caused Him to walk among the sick and the suffering, to show compassion to the afflicted and the poor, to be 

forgiving of the worst sinner if they wanted it.  His mercy extended to human sin as well as human suffering. His 

mercy at last took Him to the cross, and now He is sitting at the right hand of the Father in heaven, where He is our 

“…merciful and faithful high priest…” (Hebrews 2:17). NKJV 
 

II. The Need for Mercy 

 

What does it mean to be merciful as the Lord is merciful?  It first means that our hearts will be touched by the needs 

of others. People begged Jesus, “…have mercy on us” (Matthew 9:27), and so He did. It is frequently said that He 

“felt compassion” or was “moved by compassion” (Matthew 9:36; 14:14; 20:34; Mark 1:41; 6:34).  
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In the same way, you and I are commanded to be compassionate and merciful: Colossians 3:12-13: “Since God 

chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, 

humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends 

you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.” NLT 

 

When people deal with us, can they see genuine compassion? Like Jesus, we need to sympathize with the weaknesses 

of others (Hebrews 4:15). We need hearts that are touched by the needs of others. 

 

We also need hands that reach out to help. Remember, it is not real mercy until both the heart and the hands are 

involved. It is not enough to just feel sorry for people, we must do what we can! 

 

James 2:15-16: “Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, and you say, “Good-bye and 

have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What 

good does that do?” NLT 

 

When Jesus felt compassion, He was moved within and then was moved to do something; His mercy was expressed, 

such as when He healed a demon possessed man: Mark 5:19 – “But Jesus said, “No, go home to your family, and 

tell them everything the Lord has done for you and how merciful he has been.” NLT 
 

Our mercy should be expressed as well - “…show mercy and kindness to one another” (Zechariah 7:9).  NLT 

 

To show someone mercy is to show kindness and compassion and love to someone who is suffering and in need, even 

though they may be unworthy or undeserving, just like God has done for us!   

 

Each of us should ask, “Am I merciful, or am I so focused on my own needs and problems that I am not concerned 

about others?”  
 

Being “merciful” does not refer to an occasional, isolated act of kindness, it refers to a lifestyle of caring and 

helping. May God help us to not be selfcentered, but to be “full of mercy” towards others. 

 

III. For they shall receive mercy 

 

Do we need mercy? Look to the past. How could we have survived this far without mercy? Look at the present. How 

much do we need God’s mercy today! Look to the future. How could we go on without it? Remember, though, that 

mercy is only promised to the merciful. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” We have seen the 

boomerang spinning out; now let us watch it soaring back. 

 

The merciful are blessed because, as Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Solomon 

wrote, “He who despises his neighbor sins; but he who has mercy on the poor, happy is he” (Proverbs 14:21). 

NKJV 

 

The merciful are blessed because they are more likely to receive mercy from those around them. This is a general 

truth, not an absolute one - but, as a rule, others treat us as we treat them.  

 

Most important, the merciful are blessed because God will be merciful to them. God has said that if we are merciful to 

the poor, He will deliver us. Psalm 41:1 – “Blessed is he who considers the poor; the Lord will deliver him in 

time of trouble.” NKJV 
 

He has promised that if we are merciful in forgiving others, He will forgive us: Matthew 6:14 - “If you forgive those 

who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you.” NLT 
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This does not mean that being merciful and forgiving is all that God desires or requires. We are to live by “every 

word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). NKJV 

 

It does mean, however, that, all other things being equal, it is the merciful man who will be blessed: Proverbs 11:17 - 

“The merciful man does good for his own soul, but he who is cruel troubles his own flesh.” NKJV 

 

Psalm 26:11 – “But as for me, I will walk in my integrity; redeem me and be merciful to me.” NKJV 

 

Psalm 41:4 – “I said, “Lord, be merciful to me; heal my soul, for I have sinned against You.” NKJV 

 

Psalm 57:1-3: “Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy! I look to you for protection. I will hide beneath the 

shadow of your wings until the danger passes by. I cry out to God Most High, to God who will fulfill his 

purpose for me. He will send help from heaven to rescue me, disgracing those who hound me. My God will 

send forth his unfailing love and faithfulness.” NLT 

 

Psalm 86:2-4: “Protect me, for I am devoted to you. Save me, for I serve you and trust you. You are my God. 

Be merciful to me, O Lord, for I am calling on you constantly. Give me happiness, O Lord, for I give myself to 

you.” NLT 

 

Luke 18:13 – “O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner!” NLT 

 

Titus 3:4-7: “But—“When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love,
 
he saved us, not because of the 

righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and 

new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our 

Savior.
 
Because of his grace he declared us righteous and gave us confidence that we will inherit eternal life.” 

NLT 

 

We need mercy now, but we will need it even more desperately when we come before the throne of God in judgment. 

His mercy to us on that occasion will be, to some extent, dependent on our having been merciful.  

 

What if we are not merciful in this life? Then we will receive no mercy. In Matthew 18:23–35, Jesus told the parable 

of the unmerciful servant. His master had forgiven him a debt of millions of dollars, but he would not forgive a fellow 

servant a debt of a few dollars. It is difficult to express the size of the servant’s debt in modern terms, but it was a debt 

that could not be paid. The servant was dependent solely on his master’s mercy. 

 

Matthew 18:32-35: “Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you 

that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I 

had mercy on you?’ Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire 

debt.
 
“That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from 

your heart.” NLT 
 

In James 2:13 we find some of the most chilling words in the Bible: “There will be no mercy for those who have 

not shown mercy to others. But if you have been merciful, God will be merciful when he judges you.” NLT  
 

To face judgment without mercy is to be without hope since we are all sinners and the wages of sin is death (Romans 

3:23; 6:23) - spiritual and eternal death (Revelation 21:8). I want mercy on the Judgment Day, don’t you? Then you 

and I must be merciful now. 
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II. Conclusion 

 

Matthew 23:23 - “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and 

cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to 

have done, without leaving the others undone.” NKJV 
 
May God help us not to neglect being merciful.  

 

I urge you to examine your heart to see if compassion for others is there. I also urge you to consider whether or not 

you are concerned about your own spiritual needs. You cannot help others until you yourself are right with God. Have 

you thrown yourself upon the mercy of God?   

 

2 Chronicles 30:9 – “…For the Lord your God is gracious and merciful. If you return to him, he will not 

continue to turn his face from you.” NLT 


