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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
All that I have lost (Part 2) 

 
Because I was a backslider, I lost the opportunity to live in 
a place where there is no pain and suffering (Revelation 
21:4 – “And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor cry-
ing. There shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away”).   
 
Now pain and suffering is all I feel – I weep, I wail, I gnash 
my teeth, I am tormented day and night in the flames, the 
agony never ends, I am experiencing an “…everlasting de-
struction from the presence of the Lord and from the glo-
ry of His power…” (2 Thessalonians 1:9).  I spend my days 
and nights screaming for mercy, but mercy doesn’t come!  
 
Because I was a backslider, instead of walking down the 
golden streets of heaven, walking by the river of life and 
sitting under the tree of life, my body is rolling in flames of 
liquid fire.  
  
And the loneliness - is unbearable, I can hear others scream-
ing and crying but I can’t see them because of the darkness.  
I can’t sit with them because I live in a lake of fire!  I have 
no hope, no help, and no comfort – I truly have lost every-
thing!  I don’t want to be here, I wish I would have listened, 
I wish I could have just one more opportunity! 
 
When I became a backslider, I also lost my family for 
Christ.  My ungodly lifestyle and indifference made a very 
negative impact on the spiritual life of my wife and kids.  
Through my influence they backslid as well, lost their love 
for Christ, and lost their souls in hell.  I suppose they are in 
here somewhere as well, I may have heard them screaming 
and crying, but I’m just not sure – it’s impossible to tell who 
is who! 
  

Sunday Morning Servers 

September 8, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Steve Wilson 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ David McFadden 
Greeters……………………..Debbie Stokes  
                                          Joy K. Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnette 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, Steve Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...All Items on List 
 
September 16…...Children’s Home Truck 
September 28…...Change for Children Cans 
                             Turned In 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

September 8, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Doug Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….68 
Sunday Morning Worship……....95 
Sunday Evening Worship……….49 
Wednesday Worship……………..47 
Contribution………….….$2,375.00 
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Do other people care more about your soul 
than you do?   
 
Are you even concerned about the lost?   
 
Is it easy to come up with excuses for not doing 
what you should do?   
 
Are you here because you have been doing the 
same thing so long it is habit, or are you here 
because you love Jesus?  
 
Friends, when we come to worship but don’t 
worship, we need to be alarmed.  When we 
don’t sing, pay any attention during the pray-
ers, and sleep during the sermon, we are in 
trouble.  When we are more concerned with 
money and the things money can do than with 
the things of God, we are on dangerous ground. 
When we partake of the Lord’s Supper without 
thinking a thought about Jesus, we are spiritu-
ally sick. When we become clock watchers who 
can’t wait to get home, we are headed in the 
wrong direction.  
 
Matthew 23:28 - “Outwardly you look like 
righteous people, but inwardly your hearts 
are filled with hypocrisy and lawlessness.”  
 
In all likelihood, there is somebody reading this 
right now who is righteous outwardly as far as 
men are concerned, but are backsliders in their 
hearts before the all-seeing and never deceived 
eye of God! I urge each one of you to search 
your own heart carefully to see if you are guilty 
of a backslidden heart.   
 
If you are a backslider, you are lost!  If you real-
ize that you are a backslider, then repent and 
return immediately, do not wait until you stand 
before Jesus. Do it now, so that your face to 
face encounter with Jesus will be terrific, not 
terrifying!   
 
Remember how the prodigal son sinned, came 
to himself, repented, and returned. Remember 
how he was accepted.  

Make no excuses, give no alibis, but simply face 
your condition and do something about it.  Now 
is not the time to ignore God, to drag your feet. 
 
Isaiah 55:6 – “Seek the Lord while He may be 
found, call upon Him while He is near.” 
 
Isaiah 1:18-20: “Come now, and let us reason 
together,” Says the Lord, “Though your sins 
are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they are red like crimson, 
They shall be as wool. If you are willing and 
obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; 
but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be de-
voured by the sword; for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.” 
 
Joel 2:12-13: “That is why the Lord says, 
“Turn to me now, while there is time. Give me 
your hearts. Come with fasting, weeping, and 
mourning. Don’t tear your clothing in your 
grief, but tear your hearts instead.” Return to 
the Lord your God, for he is merciful and 
compassionate, slow to get angry and filled 
with unfailing love. He is eager to relent and 
not punish.” 
 
Hosea 14:4 – “I will heal their backsliding, I 
will love them freely, for My anger has turned 
away from him.” 
 
 

“May the grace of the Lord Je-

sus be with God’s holy people.” 

 

Revelation 22:21 

 
 
 

“Leave the past to the mercy of God, 

the present to the love of God, and the 

future to the providence of God!” 

 
1 Peter 5:7 — “Give all your worries and 

cares to God, for He cares about you.” 

PRAYERS: 
 
Boyce Jones, Annette Wilson’s uncle, is 
taking chemo. 
 
Jennifer Martin has the shingles. 
 
Others on the prayer list are:   Gladie 
Kemp, Betty Andrews,  Della Imboden, 
C.M. Tarwater,   R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Ju-
dith Stevenson,   Juanita & Roger Castle, 
Johnita Burnett, Gary Davis, Gale Lacy, 
Leslie Mosley,  Melody Douglas, Chuck 
Lemmons, Rick Armstrong, Michael 
Brown, Kevin Beard, Anita Trobaugh, Mi-
cah Russell, Sharon Anschultz, Draven 
Sammons, Mary Devasier, Kelsey 
McIllwain, Donald Davis, Jacko Garrett, 
Mozelle McGaughey. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of 
Mike Seabaugh who passed away Saturday 
morning.  Mike was the son of Lonnie & 
Judy Seabaugh.  The funeral was Tuesday, 
September 3rd, at the church. 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of 
Lavada Enis of Ponotoc, MS, who passed 
away Wednesday.  Lavada was Linda Cul-
lum’s aunt. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

CHILDREN’S HOME TRUCK will pick up 
supplies Monday, September 16th.  These 
include sugar, ravioli, toothbrushes, toast-
er pastries (brown sugar or chocolate), de-
caff tea bags, & corn chips. 
 

So here is what I am begging you to do!  Exam-
ine yourself carefully today to see whether or 
not you are a backslider?   
 
2 Corinthians 13:5 – “Examine yourselves as 
to whether you are in the faith.  Test your-
selves. Do you not know yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you? - unless indeed you 
are disqualified.” 
 
Give yourself a “Heart Test:” 
 
Do you really hunger for the things of God? 
(Matthew 5:6 – “Blessed are those who hun-
ger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be filled.”  Psalm 42:1-2:  “As the deer 
pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul 
for You, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for 
the living God. When shall I come and ap-
pear before God”).  

 
Do you enjoy studying the Bible (Psalm 119:11 
– “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that 
I might not sin against You”).  
 
Are you ashamed of Jesus in the presence of 
sinners? (Mark 8:38 – “For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulter-
ous and sinful generation, of him the Son of 
Man also will be ashamed when He comes in 
the glory of His Father with the holy an-
gels”).  
 
Do you want to be with other Christians, with 
spiritual people and talk about spiritual 
things?   
 
Do you want to hear preaching that convicts 
your conscience?   
 
Do you see “little” sins cropping up in your 
life, but it doesn’t bother you?   
 
Is it easier to see the shortcomings in others 
rather than in yourself? 
 
How much preaching does it take to get you to 
do something for Jesus?  


