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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Knowing God—Part 2 

 
Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me 
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 
wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice law-
lessness!’” 
 
How can we be certain that when Jesus comes back, He will 
not say to us - “Depart from Me, I never knew you?” To 
put it in simple terms, “How do we know that we know 
Him?” 
 
It is simple but demanding. If you want to know God, if you 
want to deepen your understanding of God, if you want to 
know the mind of God, if you want to turn your knowledge 
about God into knowledge of God, you must obey God, 
right now, without any question - obey Him again and again 
and again!   
 
James 1:21-25: “So get rid of all the filth and evil in your 
lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in 
your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. But 
don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. 
Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. For if you 
listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at 
your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and 
forget what you look like. But if you look carefully into 
the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it 
says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless 
you for doing it.” 
 
 

 

Sunday Morning Servers 

September 22, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. Steve Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... George Burnett 
Announcements ................ Doug Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ David McFadden 
Greeters……………………..Sherman & Linda  
                                          Cullum 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, Steve Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Sugar 
 
September 21…...Work Day & 
                             Breakfast—8:00 a.m. 
September 28…...Change for Children Cans 
                             Turned In 
October 6………...Homecoming 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

September 22, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer  ................... Rick Phillips 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….64 
Sunday Morning Worship……....86 
Sunday Evening Worship……….45 
Wednesday Worship……………..54 
Contribution………….….$2,097.00 
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How can we tell if a person knows God? 
 
Those who know God have great energy for 
God (Daniel 11:32 - “...the people who know 
their God shall be strong and carry out great 
exploits”). 
 
Those who know God have great thoughts of 
God: Psalm 77:11-12: “But then I recall all you 
have done, O Lord; I remember your wonder-
ful deeds of long ago. They are constantly in 
my thoughts. I cannot stop thinking about 
your mighty works.”  
 
Those who know God show great boldness for 
God - they aren’t afraid to stick their necks out 
(David and Goliath, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, Peter and Paul). 
 
Those who know God are at peace with God: 
Romans 5:1 - “Therefore having been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Those who know God have the peace of God: 
Philippians 4:6-7: “Don’t worry about any-
thing; instead, pray about everything. Tell 
God what you need, and thank him for all he 
has done. Then you will experience God’s 
peace, which exceeds anything we can under-
stand. His peace will guard your hearts and 
minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” 
 
What is the most important thing of all?  What 
is the eternal life that Jesus gives?  What is the 
greatest theme of the Bible, the highest goal we 
should ever have, the greatest good to enjoy, 
the deepest longing in the human heart?   

 
What is the best thing in life, bringing more joy, 
delight and contentment than anything else?  
The answer to all of these questions is the 
same: knowing God!   
 
John 17:3 - And this is eternal life, that they 
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom You have sent.”  

If knowing God is not your highest priority or 
you love someone/something more than you 
love God, you are an idolater and your soul is 
in jeopardy of being lost forever! 
 
Our relationship with Jesus has to be stronger 
than any earthly relationship we have. Our love 
for God must be greater than our love for any-
thing or anyone else on this planet, our desire 
to know Him must be the highest thought we 
ever think or the strongest desire we ever have 
(Psalm 119:10 – “With my whole heart I have 
sought you…”).   

 
1 Chronicles 28:9 – “…know the God of your 
father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and 
with a willing mind; for the Lord searches all 
hearts and understands all the intent of the 
thoughts.  If you seek Him, He will be found 
by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast 
you off forever.” 
 
 

*********************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus said in John 5:39-40: “You search 
the Scriptures because you think they 
give you eternal life. But the Scriptures 
point to me! Yet you refuse to come to 
me to receive this life.” 
 
Friends, if you don’t allow your study 
about God turn into obedience of God 
where you can be in a right relationship 
with God, you are wasting your life, and 
losing your soul!   
 
1 John 5:12 – “He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God 
does not have life.”  

PRAYERS: 
 
Larry Mitchell, Elaine Kennon’s brother, will 
have hip replacement surgery Friday, Septem-
ber 20th. 
 
Others on the prayer list are:   Gladie Kemp, 
Betty Andrews,  Della Imboden, C.M. Tarwa-
ter,   R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Judith Stevenson,   
Juanita & Roger Castle, Johnita Burnett, Au-
brey Clark, Gary Davis, Gale Lacy, Leslie Mos-
ley, Joy Furrow, Boyce Jones, Melody Doug-
las, Chuck Lemmons, Rick Armstrong, Mi-
chael Brown, Kevin Beard, Anita Trobaugh, 
Micah Russell, Sharon Anschultz, Draven 
Sammons, Lavon Hess, Mary Devasier, Donald 
Davis, Mozelle McGaughey, Jennifer Martin, 
Laverne Jones, Danny Jackson. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
SYMAPTHY is extended to the family of Israel 
& Jessica Carroll whose baby passed away. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
WORK DAY to ready the building & 
grounds for homecoming is Saturday, Sep-
tember 21st.  Breakfast will be at 8:00 a.m. 
 
BLANKIES FOR BABIES will begin a chil-
dren’s missionary project Saturday, Sep-
tember 28th.  Items will be made to send 
to children in Haiti. This project is primari-
ly for our children (all ages) but we will 
need adults to help, so everyone is invited.  
Lunch will be at 11:00 a.m. & then stay 2 
hours to work.  Those who want to help 
with lunch should be here at 10:30 a.m. 
 
CHANGE FOR CHILDREN CANS need to 
be turned in before September 28th. 

What does obedience mean? “Obedience is 
doing what God says, when He says it, how 
He says it, for whatever reason He says it, 
with whom He says it.” 
 
1 John 2:3-4: “Now by this we know that we 
know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
He who says, “I know Him,” and does not 
keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him.” 
 
You grow in the knowledge of God by obeying 
- but if you expect God to give you some great 
understanding of who He is when you don’t or 
won’t do what He says, He’s not going to do it. 
 
You cannot stay where you are and go with 
God.  Luke 14:27 – “And whoever does not 
bear his cross and come after Me cannot be 
My disciple.” 
 
You cannot continue doing things your way 
and accomplish God’s purposes in His ways.  
You must adjust to Him. Obedience shows 
that you love God! If you have an obedience 
problem, then you have a love problem - if you 
love Him, you will obey Him!  
 
Matthew 12:50 – “For whoever does the will 
of My Father in heaven is My brother and 
sister and mother.”  
 
John 14:15 – “If you love Me, keep My com-
mandments.” 
 
Knowing God and living the Christian life all 
boils down to one question, “Am I going to be 
obedient to God or not?”  
 
If we will obey God and leave all the conse-
quences to Him we will save ourselves a lot of 
heartache, burden, embarrassment, and loss in 
lots of ways along the way! 
 
You can’t lose when you obey the Lord – you 
will lose everything if you don’t! 
 
 


