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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Knowing God 

 
Of all the scriptures that come to mind, perhaps the sad-
dest one of all is found in Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone 
who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 
and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you 
who practice lawlessness!’” 
 
Matthew 7:21-23 teaches us that if Jesus does not know us 
(saving relationship), we are lost.  2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 
teaches us that if we don’t know God, we are lost. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:7-9: “And God will provide rest for you 
who are being persecuted and also for us when the Lord 
Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, bringing judgment on those who 
don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey the 
Good News of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with 
eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and 
from his glorious power.” 
 
Jesus tells us that on Judgment Day, there will be some peo-
ple who will fully expect to go to heaven, but instead will be 
lost!  They will be religious people who do some good 
things, but they do not know God!  
 
“Well, it’s a good thing that none of us church going 
Christians will ever have to hear those words. I mean af-
ter all we are here at church worshipping God aren’t we? 
We do try to be good people don’t we? Let’s face it, we’ve 
given up a lot of stuff to become the righteous people that 
we are, right? I mean, come on, there’s no way that Jesus 
would turn US away is there?”  

Sunday Morning Servers 

September 15, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Ron Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Glenda Tarwater  
                                          Betty Ford 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 George Burnett 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, Steve Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...All Items on List 
 
September 16…...Children’s Home Truck 
September 28…...Change for Children Cans 
                             Turned In 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

September 15, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... David McFadden 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….70 
Sunday Morning Worship……....94 
Sunday Evening Worship……….50 
Wednesday Worship……………..45 
Contribution………….….$2,200.41 
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Paul wanted to know Jesus: Philippians 3:10-
11: “I want to know Christ and experience the 
mighty power that raised him from the dead. 
I want to suffer with him, sharing in his 
death, so that one way or another I will expe-
rience the resurrection from the dead!” 
 
Paul also wanted others to know Jesus. Paul 
preached so others would know Jesus. 1 Corin-
thians 2:2 – “For I determined not to know 
anything among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.” 
 
Paul prayed for others to know Jesus 
(Ephesians 1:16-17: “I have not stopped thank-
ing God for you. I pray for you constantly, 
asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and 
insight so that you might grow in your 
knowledge of God”). 
 
Now we may think there are other things more 
important in the Christian life than knowing 
God, but there isn’t. We may think that because 
we are Christians and read the Bible and know 
a great deal about God, that we know God.  
Nothing could be further from the truth.  
 
The Bible tells us what we need to know about 
God and what God wants us to do so that we 
can enter and maintain the relationship with 
Him where we come to know Him.  
 
We need to study and learn all we can about 
God, but it doesn’t do us a lot of good to mem-
orize the scriptures and learn all the Biblical 
facts about God if we do not have a relation-
ship with God where we experience Him.   
 
Hosea 6:6 - “I want you to show love, not of-
fer sacrifices. I want you to know me more 
than I want burnt offerings.” 
 
Knowing God is not just about knowing facts 
about God. If all you have are facts about God, 
it’s not enough.  The Jews knew facts about 
God but were lost: 

John 5:39-40: “You search the Scriptures be-
cause you think they give you eternal life. But 
the Scriptures point to me! Yet you refuse to 
come to me to receive this life.” 
 
“A lot of people have Bibles, but very few have 
Jesus.”  
 
“Some people pray just to pray and some peo-
ple pray to know God.” Andrew Murray 
 
“Christianity is not something you do, it’s who 
you are!” 
 
John 17:3 - And this is eternal life, that they 
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom You have sent.”  
 
Do you know the Lord? 
 

Next week: How do we know that 
we “know Jesus?” 
 

****************************** 
 

 
There are two things that will overcome 

the problems which the devil creates in 

our mind - the word of God and prayer.  

 

Talking to God and allowing Him to talk 
to us is the greatest way to overcome 

sorrow, temptation, discouragement, 

disappointment, and the everyday blues 

which plague so many of us.  

 
Ephesians 6:17-18: “Put on salvation as 

your helmet, and take the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray in 

the Spirit at all times and on every oc-

casion. Stay alert and be persistent in 

your prayers for all believers every-
where.” 

 

PRAYERS: 
 
George Burnett will have a heart procedure 
Friday, September 13th. 
 

Joy Furrow, Elaine Kennon’s sister, had knee 
replacement surgery Wednesday, September 
11th. 
 

Larry Mitchell, Elaine Kennon’s brother, will 
have hip replacement surgery Monday, Septem-
ber 16th. 
 

Laverne Jones, Pat Russell’s sister, had her big 
toe removed on Monday. 
 

Danny Jackson, Rachel Mitchell’s father-in-law, 
had open heart surgery. 
 
Others on the prayer list are:   Gladie Kemp, 
Betty Andrews,  Della Imboden, C.M. Tarwa-
ter,   R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Judith Stevenson,   
Juanita & Roger Castle, Johnita Burnett, Au-
brey Clark, Gary Davis, Gale Lacy, Leslie Mos-
ley,  Boyce Jones, Melody Douglas, Chuck 
Lemmons, Rick Armstrong, Michael Brown, 
Kevin Beard, Anita Trobaugh, Micah Russell, 
Sharon Anschultz, Draven Sammons, Mary 
Devasier, Kelsey McIllwain, Donald Davis, 
Mozelle McGaughey, Jennifer Martin. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of Buddy 
Thomas, husband of Tammy Norviel Thomas, 
who died of a heart attack last Friday. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

WE REJOICE that on Thursday, Ty Scudder 
rededicated his life to Christ & Randy Sea-
baugh & Piper Scudder were both baptized. 
 
CHILDREN’S HOME TRUCK will pick up sup-
plies Monday, September 16th.  These include 
sugar, ravioli, toothbrushes, toaster pastries 
(brown sugar or chocolate), decaff tea bags, & 
corn chips. 

Make no mistake about it – on Judgment Day, 
there may even be elders, deacons, Sunday 
school teachers, preachers, etc., along with 
countless others that will be turned away be-
cause they didn’t “know the Lord!”   
 
They may have attended church and were in-
volved on some level, may have been members 
in good standing in the community, but when 
it came to their Christian faith, they were just 
going through the motions, they were playing 
church!   
 
Jesus was not first in their lives!  Maybe they 
thought they were too busy to serve the Lord – 
that God would understand – they thought 
wrong!  If you are too busy for Jesus, you are 
too busy!  Part time Christians cannot defeat 
a full-time devil! 
 
My great fear is that Jesus may be describing 
some of you - you are nice people, but you 
may not be truly committed to the Lord, which 
means you are in danger of losing your souls!  
It is time to wake up! It's time for us to rise 
up, get out of the rut and routine, and begin to 
take our Christian faith seriously!  It is time to 
“know the Lord!” 
 
To know God/Jesus is the biggest and best of 
the blessings promised in the Bible, knowing 
God is the supreme gift from God. To know 
God is the reason we were made, it is our 
greatest responsibility!  The good news of 
Christianity is that it can happen! 
 
1 John 5:20 – “And we know that the Son of 
God has come, and he has given us under-
standing so that we can know the true God. 
And now we live in fellowship with the true 
God because we live in fellowship with his 
Son, Jesus Christ. He is the only true God, 
and he is eternal life.” 
 
The only thing in life truly worthwhile is to 
know God.  That’s why our greatest quest in 
life, our highest goal, the pinnacle of all other 
goals, should be to know Jesus!   


