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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
All that I have lost (Part 1) 

 
When a born again Christian rebels against God, refuses to 
listen to God, rejects God, leaves the Father for the world 
and sin, then he is a backslider!  
 
A backslider is a Christian who has gone backward spiritu-
ally instead of forward. Backsliding is a very-prevalent, pre-
sent-day menace to Christianity! The average church is reel-
ing from the losses of people who have gone back into sin. 
Our communities are filled with backsliders, some quit, nev-
er to be seen again, some just quit in their hearts.  
 
Proverbs 14:14 – “Backsliders get what they deserve; 
good people receive their reward.” NLT 
 
The process of backsliding is a gradual one, often 
overtaking a person by surprise, one degree at a time.  It 
begins in the heart and will eventually result in the person 
totally rejecting God.  This happens because we neglect our 
salvation: Hebrews 2:1 – “So we must listen very carefully 
to the truth we have heard, or we may drift away from 
it.”   
 
God clearly warns us to pay attention because backsliding is 
a real danger (Hebrews 3:12 – “Be careful then, dear broth-
ers and sisters. Make sure that your own hearts are not 
evil and unbelieving, turning you away from the living 
God”).   
 
The devil will work to try to keep the sinner lost, but the 
moment he is saved, he will go to work to cause him to 
backslide. The devil is working on every single one of us, 
trying to get us to backslide.  If we let him, he wins!  If he 
wins, we lose!   

Sunday Morning Servers 

September 1, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Steve Wilson 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ David McFadden 
Greeters……………………..Debbie Stokes  
                                          Joy Kay Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, Steve Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve  Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 
Children’s Home…...All Items on List 
 
September 3…….Ladies’ Devotional 
September 3…….Elders & Deacons Meet 
September 16…..Children’s Home Truck 
September 28…..Change for Children Cans  
                             Turned In 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

September 1, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Doug Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….69 
Sunday Morning Worship……....89 
Sunday Evening Worship……….40 
Wednesday Worship……………..45 
Contribution………...…..$2,435.00 
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I learned that “The face of the Lord is against 
those that do evil” (1 Peter 3:12).  I thought 
God would overlook my sin – I thought wrong!   
 
Hebrews 10:37-39: “For in just a little 
while, the Coming One will come and not de-
lay.  And my righteous ones will live by 
faith. But I will take no pleasure in anyone 
who turns away.”  But we are not like those 
who turn away from God to their own de-
struction. We are the faithful ones, whose 
souls will be saved.” 
 
As a backslider, I lost the fellowship of my 
Christian friends! Even though I was a back-
slider in my heart, I kept going to church for a 
while.  But I was just going through the mo-
tions, so others would think I was religious.  
But I gradually hardened my heart, and began 
to look for other things to do.  I turned my 
back on God and the church.  In the turning, I 
withdrew from my friends, but it was a misera-
ble life.   
 
Oh how I missed fellowshipping with the saints, 
my heart was heavy, but I grew harder and 
found other companions, evil companions, 
worldly companions who thought like I did!   
 
1 Corinthians 15:33 - “Do not be deceived; 
evil companionships corrupt good morals.”  I 
paid a terrible price, for I was happiest when I 
was with my brothers and sisters in Christ!  
 
As a backslider, I lost my name, respect and 
influence for Christ!  Proverbs 22:1 - “A good 
name is rather to be chosen than great rich-
es.” When I lost my good name, I lost the re-
spect of my community and my influence for 
Christ.  
 
My influence for good was shattered when I hid 
my light under a bushel.  At first, I would try 
and tell others they were wrong, but they only 
called me a hypocrite because I was doing the 
same things I was condemning.   
 

Once I tried to tell someone he was wrong, but 
he said “That is like the pot calling the kettle 
black, now isn’t it!”   
 
My life was a disgrace; my name became synon-
ymous with backsliding.  When you think of 
Judas, what do you think of? Traitor, thief! De-
mas - backslider! Saul - fool! Jezebel - wicked! 
The church at Ephesus - cold! The church at 
Laodicea - lukewarm!  I was all of these!   
 
As a backslider, I lost my salvation!  2 Peter 
2:20–22:  “And when people escape from the 
wickedness of the world by knowing our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ and then get tangled 
up and enslaved by sin again, they are worse 
off than before. It would be better if they had 
never known the way to righteousness than 
to know it and then reject the command they 
were given to live a holy life. They prove the 
truth of this proverb: “A dog returns to its 
vomit.” And another says, “A washed pig re-
turns to the mud.” 
 
Friends, listen! If you go back into sin and die 
out of fellowship with God, it won’t matter that 
you were baptized, or how faithful a Christian 
you once were, or how many souls you won to 
Christ or how many sermons you preached or 
how much money you gave to the church.  Ac-
cording to the Word of God, if you die in your 
sins as a backslider, you are headed straight to 
hell just like any Christ-rejecting sinner now 
living! If you continue as a backslider, heaven 
will never be your home!  
 
Because I was a backslider, I am in hell now, 
and I will never get out!  I lost every good thing 
in life and in eternity!  Now I have to spend 
eternity alone in a place of darkness, a black-
ness of darkness, a pit of darkness where it is 
so dark, even the light from the flames don’t 
light the place up.  
 
I was an apostate, a “…wandering star for 
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness 
forever” (Jude 13). 
 

PRAYERS: 
 
Sophia Barton had some problems found in a 
PET Scan. 
 

Mozelle McGaughey, Rene Slocum’s 101 year 
old sister, fell & had to have surgery. 
 

Draven Sammons, two year old great grandson 
of Sidney Sue Norviel, has been moved to room 
4 of Le Bonheur’s hospital. 
 

Jacko Garrett of Danbury TX, friend of Sher-
man Cullum, was in a helicopter crash. 
 

Kelsey McIllwain is in Children’s Hospital with 
Cystic Fibrosis. 
 

Others on the prayer list are:  Clarence John-
son, Gladie Kemp, Betty Andrews,  Della Im-
boden, C.M. Tarwater,   R.W. & Betty Gibson,  
Mike Seabaugh, Judith Stevenson,  Juanita & 
Roger Castle, Susan Johnson Williams, Gary 
Davis, Gale Lacy, Leslie Mosley, David New-
some, Melody Douglas, Chuck Lemmons, Rick 
Armstrong, Michael Brown, Kevin Beard, 
Anita Trobaugh, Michael Russell, Mike Vana-
man, Sharon Anschultz, Aubrey Clark. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of J.T. 
Lacey of CA., uncle of Sandra Phillips, who 
passed away Monday. 
 

******************* 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

LADIES DEVOTIONAL will be held Tues-
day, September 3rd, at 7:00 p.m. in the fel-
lowship room.  All ladies are invited.   
 
ELDERS & DEACONS will meet in the li-
brary Tuesday, September 3rd, at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Probably more Christians have backslidden 
than have remained faithful.  It is hard to un-
derstand why any Christian would ever want 
to turn his back on God and the Christian life, 
give up the blessing of heaven for the horrors 
of hell.  But many do! 
 
Backsliding is a problem that we must all 
watch out for, because backsliders are lost! 
 
Backsliders have told me, “I tried it once, but I 
just couldn’t live the Christian life.” I have 
never seen a happy backslider. Most are still 
trying to convince themselves and others that 
it is not their fault they left the Father, most 
also think they will get back into God’s favor 
before they meet Him in judgment. Most are 
mistaken. Most backsliders never return to 
the Lord! 
 
Confessions of a backslider: Allow me to 
introduce myself.  In life, I was a backslider, 
and I never returned to the Lord.  I want to 
talk with you today about all that I have lost 
because of the poor decision I made to turn 
my back on God!  
 
Because I was a backslider, I lost the favor 
and close, warm fellowship with my heaven-
ly Father, the greatest blessing a person can 
have in life. I was worse than a man without a 
country, family, or friends. I was a man with-
out my God!   
 
The Bible warns that a backslider is in for 
plenty of grief and heartache: Jeremiah 2:19 – 
“Your wickedness will bring its own punish-
ment. Your turning from me will shame you. 
You will see what an evil, bitter thing it is to 
abandon the Lord your God and not to fear 
him…”   
 
Like Cain and King Saul, I learned the hard 
way what it meant to not walk with the Lord 
every day.  I learned that God will not walk 
with a person who will not repent and draw 
near to Him.  I learned that a holy God cannot 
fellowship an unholy person.   


