
Published weekly by the Hickory Ridge Church of Christ 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Our Relationships Part 1 

 
Once there were two shopkeepers who were bitter rivals. Their 
stores were directly across the street from each other, so they 
spent each day keeping track of each other’s business.  If one 
got a customer, he would smile and wave in triumph at his 
rival.  One night an angel appeared to one shopkeeper in a 
dream and said, “I will give you anything you ask, but what-
ever you receive, your competitor will receive twice as much.  
Do you want to be rich?  You can be very rich, but he will be 
twice as wealthy. Do you want to live a long and healthy 
life? You can, but his life will be longer and healthier.  What 
is your desire?”  The man frowned, thought for a while, and 
then said, “Here is my request: strike me blind in one eye!” 
 
The Bible is crystal clear on this - God wants His people to be 
united, to get along, to have and experience good, loving rela-
tionships with each other. Psalm 133:1 – “How wonderful 
and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony!” 
 
But, as you know, some people, even in the church, would ra-
ther strike somebody blind than love them and encourage 
them. There is always somebody with a contentious spirit, a 
person who is likely to cause controversy, to argue, to fight, to 
quarrel, to be involved in a heated argument, to be divisive, to 
sow discord. There is always a person who has the personality 
of a piece of sandpaper.   
 
Proverbs 26:21 – “A quarrelsome person starts fights as eas-
ily as hot embers light charcoal or fire lights wood.” NLT 
 
2 Corinthians 12:20 – “For I am afraid that when I come I 
won’t like what I find, and you won’t like my response. I am 
afraid that I will find quarreling (contentions), jealousy, an-
ger, selfishness, slander, gossip, arrogance, and disorderly 
behavior.” 

Sunday Morning Servers 

October 6, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer……………..Leonard Wilson 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..George & Peggy  
                                          Burnett 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
David McFadden, Frank Scudder, Rick Phil-
lips, Lonnie Seabaugh, Jerry Phipps 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...Toothbrushes 
 
October 6………..Homecoming & Potluck 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

October 6, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Lonnie Seabaugh 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….…....44 
Sunday Morning Worship………....67 
Sunday Evening Worship………….39 
Wednesday Worship………...……..39 
Contribution………….…....$1,693.00 
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Romans 14:11-12: “For it is written: “As I live, 
says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, 
And every tongue shall confess to God.” So 
then each of us shall give account of himself 
to God.” 
 
In the end, this is the judgment that matters.  
Imagine yourself before Jesus, and He is going 
to judge you the way you have judged others.  
He is going to measure you by the standard by 
which you have measured others.  If you were 
judged this way, how would you fair?   
 
James 2:13 – “For judgment is without mercy 
to the one who has shown no mercy.  Mercy 
triumphs over judgment.” 
 

Backbiting:  Matthew 18:15 - “Moreover if 

your brother sins against you, go and tell him 
his fault between you and him alone. If he 
hears you, you have gained your brother.” 
 
To “backbite” is to slander somebody behind 
their back for the purpose of damaging their 
reputation.  It means to “bite them in the 
back” in an insulting way!  
 
Jesus said that if another believer sins against 
you, go and tell him what he did wrong, in pri-
vate, out of the public eye, between you and 
them alone.  That is to be your very first com-
munication – you and them alone! 
 
But that’s not what happens most of the time, 
instead we talk to everyone else about what 
happened instead of the person we have the 
problem with! 
 
If we have a problem and disagree and we do 
not go to the person first, if we slander another 
person’s reputation, we have sinned a great sin 
in the sight of God, and may have damaged the 
relationship beyond repair.  
 
Psalm 101:5 – “I will not tolerate people who 
slander their neighbors. I will not endure con-
ceit and pride.” 

Gossiping is a form of backbiting: Leviticus 
19:16 – “Do not spread slanderous gossip 
among your people.”  
 
The motto of the gossiper – “Never say any-
thing unless it is good, and boy is this good.”  
 
People who gossip can’t stop saying “You’ll 
never believe what I just heard.”  One lady 
said she never told her secrets except to two 
kinds of people – those who asked her and 
those who didn’t. “I don’t start rumors, the 
people I tell them to start the rumors.”  
 
A gossip will say “I don’t know why people 
come to me and tell me these things.”   
 
I do, it’s because they know you want to hear it.  
A gossip loves to tell things, but they don’t care 
if their facts are correct or not.  
 
We have a responsibility to make sure we don’t 
allow our ears to become someone’s personal 
trash cans!  
 
The Bible warns Christians to not associate 
with those who habitually gossip (Proverbs 
20:19 – “A gossip betrays a confidence, so 
avoid a man who talks too much”).  

 
Remember, if someone will say something be-
hind another’s back, they could do the same to 
you.   
 
Old Spanish proverb – “Anyone who will gossip 
TO you, will also gossip ABOUT you!” 
 
Gossip is a deadly sin – one of the worst things 
you could ever do.  The deadly sin of gossip 
destroys the lives of people who are gossiped 
about.  It can hurt those involved for life.   
 
If you are guilty of being a gossip, you need to 
repent and ask the person you are talking 
about for their forgiveness. 
 
 

PRAYERS: 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Betty An-
drews,  Della Imboden, C.M. Tarwater,   
R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Billy Baldwin, Ju-
dith Stevenson,   Juanita & Roger Castle, 
Johnita Burnett, Aubrey Clark, Francis 
Andrews, Gary Davis, Gale Lacy, Linda 
Mosby, Geoffery Shaw, Joy Furrow, Larry 
Mitchell, Jason King, Leslie Mosley,  
Boyce Jones, Melody Douglas, Chuck 
Lemmons, Rick Armstrong, Michael 
Brown, Kevin Beard, Anita Trobaugh, Mi-
cah Russell, Laverne Jones, Sharon An-
schultz, Draven Sammons, Mary Devasi-
er, Donald Davis, Mozelle McGaughey, 
Danny Jackson Ralph Garland. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Danny & Michelle 
Garrett of Charlotte, NC on the birth of 
their son Levi Garrett.  Levi was born on 
September 25, 2013, weighed 8 lb. 14 oz. & 
was 20 3/4” long.  Sherry Andrews is the 
proud grandmother.  Glenda Andrews is 
the great-grandmother. 
 
HOMECOMING will be Sunday, October 
6th.  Guest speaker is Chuck Ball.  Invite 
your friends. 
 
POTLUCK will be held after the morning 
service Sunday, October 6th.  All are invit-
ed to stay. 
 

 
 

Today and next week I want to remind you of 
three attitudes/sins that damage and destroy 
relationships in the church.  These sins abso-
lutely must be taught against and rooted out 
of the church.  At the end, I want to encourage 
you to be a people builder. 
 

Godless judging:  Matthew 7:1-2: “Do 

not judge others, and you will not be judged. 
For you will be treated as you treat others. 
The standard you use in judging is the 
standard by which you will be judged.”  

 
If we want to get along with others, Jesus said 
that we must stop being judgmental.  Nothing 
destroys a relationship more quickly than a 
failure to obey this one command.   

 
Romans 14:10 - “But why do you judge your 
brother? Or why do you show contempt for 
your brother? For we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ.” 
 
When we judge with an ungodly judgment – 
we show contempt, not love for our brother. 
To “show contempt” is very closely related to 
hating: 1 John 3:15 – “Whoever hates his 
brother is a murderer; and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life abiding in him.” 

 
James 4:11 – “Do not speak evil (slanderous) 
of one another, brethren.  He who speaks 
evil of a brother and judges his brother, 
speaks evil of the law and judges the law.  
But if you judge the law, you are not a doer 
of the law but a judge.  There is one Lawgiv-
er, who is able to save and to destroy.  Who 
are you to judge another?”   
 
“Unless you can walk on water, you don’t 
have the right to pass judgment on another 
person.” 
 
We need to remember that someday we will all 
stand before the Lord and give an account for 
our lives. 
 


