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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Our Relationships—Part 2 

 
So far we have seen the danger and destruction that is caused 
when we are guilty of “judging” others in a “Godless” manner, 
and when we “backbite” and “gossip” about other people. 
 
Matthew 7:1-2: “Do not judge others, and you will not be 
judged. For you will be treated as you treat others. The 
standard you use in judging is the standard by which you 
will be judged.”  

 
Psalm 101:5 – “I will not tolerate people who slander their 
neighbors. I will not endure conceit and pride.” 
 
Leviticus 19:16 – “Do not spread slanderous gossip among 
your people.”  
 

Evil speaking:  People who are guilty of godless judging 

and backbiting (talking about people behind their backs), usu-
ally resort to using harsh, bitter, hateful, slanderous name-
calling as well.  
 
The most dangerous weapon in the world is not a nuclear 
bomb, it is a wagging tongue!   
 
James 3:5-10: “In the same way, the tongue is a small thing 
that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great 
forest on fire. And the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole 
world of wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set 
your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell it-
self. People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, 
and fish, but no one can tame the tongue. It is restless and 
evil, full of deadly poison. Sometimes it praises our Lord 
and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been 
made in the image of God. And so blessing and cursing 
come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers 
and sisters, this is not right!” 

Sunday Morning Servers 

October 13, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Rick Phillips 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ David McFadden 
Greeters……………………..Alan & Libby  
                                          Mahon                                          
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. George Burnett 
 Jerry Phipps 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
David McFadden, Frank Scudder, Rick Phil-
lips, Lonnie Seabaugh, Jerry Phipps 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...Toaster Pastries 
                           (Brown Sugar or Chocolate) 
 
October 15…...Flu Shots (City Hall)  
                          11:00a.m. 
 
October 26….Fall Cookout & Hayride at 
                       Myra’s at 6:00 P.M. 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

October 13, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….…....81 
Sunday Morning Worship……….130 
Sunday Evening Worship………….46 
Wednesday Worship………...……..45 
Contribution………….…....$1,805.25 
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Who said that?  Everyone’s grandmother!  Peo-
ple who speak evil of other people are not be-
ing faithful to God - (1 Corinthians 6:10 – “…
revilers (slanderers)…will not inherit the 
kingdom of God”).  
 

People Builders:  In all of our relation-

ships, we should always strive to be a people 
builder.  What does that mean?  When you talk 
to other people or about other people, don’t say 
harmful things.  Say what people need, words 
that will help them become stronger.  Don’t be 
bitter and angry or mad.  Never shout angrily 
or say things to hurt others.  Be kind and loving 
to each other.  Forgive each other as God for-
gave you in Christ.  
 
There are times when we need someone to 
come along and give us an encouraging word to 
help us.  In the same way we should always be 
looking around us to see who we may inspire 
with our words. You never know how 
someone’s entire life can change through a sim-
ple – “You can do it. I believe in you.”   
 
For many of us, we would not be where we are 
today if someone had not cheered us on and 
believed in us.  Their simple encouragement 
impacted our lives and caused us to rise higher.  
Remember, you may be the only person some-
one else hears an encouraging word from, so 
never fail to give one.  Work to build people 
up. 
 
Philippians 2:3-5: “Don’t be selfish; don’t try 
to impress others. Be humble, thinking of oth-
ers as better than yourselves. Don’t look out 
only for your own interests, but take an inter-
est in others, too.  You must have the same 
attitude that Christ Jesus had.” 
 

Conclusion:  When all is said and done 

and we stand before God on Judgment Day, 
there may be some who are reading this who 
will be turned away! 

Some of you are contentious and divisive and 
quarrelsome, some of you are filled with arro-
gant pride and not enough humility, some of 
you are eaten up with worldliness, greed, covet-
ousness, and idolatry.   
 
Some of you have hearts that are not right with 
God, hearts that are filled with lust, anger, ha-
tred, jealousy, bitterness, unforgiveness!   
 
Some of you are not really committed to Christ; 
some of you are living in sin!  Some of you are 
guilty of godless judging, backbiting, and evil 
speaking.  Stop it, and stop looking around 
wondering who I am talking about… 
 
1 Peter 4:7-8: “The end of the world is coming 
soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in 
your prayers. Most important of all, continue 
to show deep love for each other, for love 
covers a multitude of sins.” 
 
Time and opportunity are running out!  If the 
ungodly do not change, it will at some point 
become too late.   
 

The unprepared will remain unpre-
pared for all of eternity – the pre-

pared will live forever.  
 
The only time we can be sure of is the present 
moment – today is the day of salvation, tomor-
row may be too late.  We need to obey the 
Lord, and we need to do it now. 
 

**************** 
 

There are four words that can prevent so 

much of the tension and bitterness in our 

relationships: “I might be wrong!” 

 

1 Peter 3:10 – “If you want to enjoy life and 

see many happy days, keep your tongue 

from speaking evil and your lips from telling 

lies.” 

PRAYERS: 
 
John McFarland broke his shoulder. 
 
Others on the prayer list are: Betty Andrews,  
Della Imboden, C.M. Tarwater,   R.W. & Betty 
Gibson,  Judith Stevenson,   Juanita & Roger 
Castle, Johnita Burnett, Gary Davis, Gale Lacy, 
Linda Mosby, Joy Furrow, Larry Mitchell, 
Leslie Mosley,  Boyce Jones, Melody Douglas, 
Chuck Lemmons, Michael Brown, Kevin 
Beard, Anita Trobaugh, Sharon Anschultz, 
Draven Sammons, Mary Devasier, Donald Da-
vis, Danny Jackson. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of Au-
brey Clark of Cherry Valley who passed away 
last Tuesday. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
FLU SHOTS will be given at the Hickory Ridge 
City Hall Tuesday, October 15th, at 11:00 a.m. 
 
There will be a cookout and hayride for the 
church at the home of Jerry and Myra Freese on 
October 26 at 6 P.M.  All are invited to attend! 
 

**************** 
 
 

“Be kind to unkind people; they need  it the 

most.” 
 

——————— 
 

“If you hold your tongue, you can’t be mis-
quoted.” 
 

——————— 
 

“When in deep water, keep your mouth 
shut.” 

In Psalm 64:3-4, David said that wicked people 
– “…sharpen their tongues like swords and 
aim their bitter words like arrows. They 
shoot from ambush at the innocent…” 
 
God is saying that people who “speak evil” of 
other people, which is a form of judging, espe-
cially in secret (Matthew 18), are wicked 
(James 4:11 – “Do not speak evil (slander) of 
one another, brethren.  He who speaks evil 
of a brother and judges his brother, speaks 
evil of the law and judges the law.  But if 
you judge the law, you are not a doer of the 
law but a judge...”).     
 
The words we use can bless or burn, hurt or 
heal. But instead of using words that help, 
sometimes we call people names, we treat 
them harshly, we abuse them with our words, 
we divide families and sometimes churches 
because we are too proud to humble ourselves 
and submit to one another. 
 
How harmful can words be? Extremely harm-
ful - words can kill as surely as bullets.  Words 
can do emotional damage that will impact an 
entire life; words can split families and divide 
churches! The effects can be devastating.  
Proverbs 16:27 – “Scoundrels create trouble; 
their words are a destructive blaze.” 

 
Ephesians 4:29-32: “Don’t use foul or abusive 
language. Let everything you say be good 
and helpful, so that your words will be an 
encouragement to those who hear them. And 
do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by 
the way you live. Remember, he has identi-
fied you as his own, guaranteeing that you 
will be saved on the day of redemption. Get 
rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh 
words, and slander, as well as all types of 
evil behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as 
God through Christ has forgiven you.” 
 
It was once said that “If you can’t say some-
thing good about a person, don’t say any-
thing at all.”  


