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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
What must I do to be saved?  (Part 2) 

 
Ephesians 2:4-7: “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of 
His great love with which He loved us, even when we were 
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding rich-
es of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 

 
Up to this point, Paul has said nothing about man’s part in the 
process of salvation.  It was God’s mercy, love, and grace 
which made salvation possible.  It was God’s working that 
“made us alive...raised us up...made us sit together with 
Christ.”   
 
The Bible clearly teaches that we are not saved by keeping the 
Old Testament law, or by works of merit/righteousness that 
we have done.  We don’t earn salvation, and we can’t work to 
pay it off, we certainly can’t afford to buy it. If it wasn’t for 
the grace of God, there would be no salvation! Without the 
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, without the shedding of His 
blood, all of us would be lost forever!  2 Corinthians 5:21—
“For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering 
for our sin, so that we could be made right with God 
through Christ.” 
 
Salvation is the gift of God (Romans 6:23 - “For the wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord”).   
 
“Grace is receiving a present we know we don’t deserve, we 
never thought we would receive, and we never saw coming – 
not in a million years!” 
 
1 Peter 2:24 - “He personally carried our sins in his body on 
the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is 
right. By his wounds you are healed.”  

Sunday Morning Servers 

November 24, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... George Burnett 
Announcements ................ Steve Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Sherman & Linda 
                                          Cullum                                           
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
                                          George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, Steve Eppes, Trey Scudder, 
George Burnett, Ty Scudder 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 
Children’s Home…...Toaster Pastries  
                           (Brown Sugar or Chocolate) 
 
November 28…….Thanksgiving 
December 1……...Special Contribution 
December 3……...Ladies’ Christmas Party 
                               (6:00 p.m.) 
December 3……...Elders & Deacons Meet 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

November 24, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Rick Phillips 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….…....42 
Sunday Morning Worship…………72 
Sunday Evening Worship………….38 
Wednesday Worship………...……..34 
Contribution………….….................NA 
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Everything we do in obeying God is an act of 
our faith.  We do not merit or earn salvation. 
We accept it as a gift on the terms laid down in 
God’s gospel.   
 
Luke 6:46 – “But why do you call Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?”   
 
John 14:15 – “If you love Me, keep My com-
mandments.”  
 
Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to 
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Fa-
ther in heaven. Many will say to Me in that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 
and done many wonders in Your name?’ And 
then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from Me, you who practice lawless-
ness!’” 
 
Hebrews 5:9 – “And having been perfected, 
He became the author of eternal salvation to 
all who obey Him…”   
 
The first thing we must obey is the gospel so 
that we can become Christians.   
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-4: “Moreover, brethren, I 
declare to you the gospel which I preached to 
you, which also you received and in which 
you stand, by which also you are saved, if 
you hold fast that word which I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. For I deliv-
ered to you first of all that which I also re-
ceived: that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and 
that He rose again the third day according to 
the Scriptures…”  
 
1 Peter 4:16-17:  “For the time has come for 
judgment to begin at the house of God; and if 
it begins with us first, what will be the end of 
those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, 
where will the ungodly and the sinner ap-
pear?” 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-10: “…when the Lord Je-
sus is revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
those who do not know God, and on those 
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. These shall be punished with everlast-
ing destruction from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of His power, when He 
comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His 
saints and to be admired among all those who 
believe, because our testimony among you 
was believed.” 
 
But when a person in faith obeys the gospel, 
they are not “earning” their salvation.  Instead, 
they are “receiving” their salvation which is by 
God’s grace and God's working, for it is 
through gospel obedience that we receive Je-
sus Christ and all He accomplished by His 
death and resurrection!  
 
Acts 26:17-18: “I will deliver you from the 
Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to 
whom I now send you, to open their eyes, in 
order to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and an inher-
itance among those who are sanctified by 
faith in Me.”   
 
Regardless of what God may ask or command 
us to do in order to receive His grace, when we 
do those things, we are still “unworthy serv-
ants!”   
 
Luke 17:10 – “So likewise you, when you have 
done all those things which you are com-
manded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants.  
We have done what was our duty to do.”   
 
 

Next: How do I do the will of the 
Father, how do I obey the gospel 
of Jesus Christ so that I can re-

ceive the forgiveness of my sins 
and be saved? 

PRAYERS: 
 
Peggy Barker will have cataract surgery Tues-
day, November 26th, on her other eye. 
 
Leonard Wilson will see the doctor for his 3 
month checkup on November 21st. 
 
Doyle Ford saw the doctor Monday and re-
ceived a good report. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Gladie Kemp, Bet-
ty Andrews,  C.M. Tarwater,   R.W. & Betty 
Gibson, Daniel Barker, Bob Eppes, Judith Ste-
venson, Billy Baldwin, Virignia Harris, Johnita 
Burnett, Gary Davis, Gale Lacy, John Chapel, 
Leslie Mosley,  Boyce Jones, Gary Poindexter, 
Chuck Lemmons, Kevin Beard, Kenneth Dow-
dy, Anita Trobaugh,  Mary Devasier, Donald 
Davis, Danny Jackson, Mary Ruth Nesler, Rick 
Armstrong, Lillie Deckleman, Tim Burnette, 
Chris, Amanda & Kelcey McIllwane, Joel Har-
ris. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of Mary 
Farrer, Sandra Phillips’ aunt who passed away. 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of Patri-
cia Ballard who passed away. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION will be Sunday, De-
cember 1st.  Please be planning for this. 
 
LADIES’ DEVOTIONAL Christmas party will be 
held in the fellowship room Tuesday, December 
3rd at 6:00 p.m.  All ladies are invited.  Please 
bring an ornament. 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 

Don’t forget the one who gave  all! 

Since salvation is a work of God’s grace, the 
only question that remains is “When will God 
save me, what do I have to do to receive this 
gift of eternal life? What is my part in my 
own salvation?” 
 
The plan of God for our salvation is outlined 
in the phrase, “by grace you have been saved 
through faith.”   
 
Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have 
been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone should boast.” 
 
Grace is God’s part in our salvation, faith is 
our part, the human side of salvation. 
 
“By grace” summarizes all God did/does;  
“through faith” summarizes all we do to re-
ceive God’s gift. This eliminates any ground 
for boasting.  In no way can we ever say that 
we earn or merit salvation.   
 
However, saving faith is obedient faith, if we 
want to be saved, we must obey God, without 
question, without hesitation.  If the Lord gives 
us instructions (and He has), He expects us to 
do exactly what He has said. That is our part 
in our salvation.  Even Abraham, the father of 
the faithful, had to obey the Lord. 
 
Genesis 26:5 – “…Abraham listened to me 
and obeyed all my requirements, commands, 
decrees, and instructions.” 
 
Sometimes we do part of what God says, so we 
think we’ve done enough and that we’ve been 
obedient. Partial obedience is not obedience!  
 
The Bible is crystal clear on this point, salva-
tion is a gift of God, but there are command-
ments God expects us to follow.  If we don’t 
obey these commandments, we will never 
make it out of Ephesians 2:1 – “And you He 
made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins…” 
 


