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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail        h.r.churchofchrist@att.net 

Web Site    
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Can tragedy come to good people (Part 2) 

 
Paul talked about the value of suffering in 2 Corinthians 
1:3-4: “All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all 
comfort. He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can 
comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able 
to give them the same comfort God has given us.”   
 
We may think we can sympathize with someone, but until 
we have been there personally, there is no true understand-
ing of their hurt.  Experiencing suffering makes us more 
likely to “weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15), and 
better enables us to comfort others when they suffer. 
 
It has been said that “People are like tea bags. If you want 
to know what's inside them, just drop them into hot wa-
ter!” It has also been said that “Whatever a person is filled 
to the brim with will spill out when they are bumped!”  
Have you ever been bumped, dropped in hot water, had 
your faith tested with a problem? What do your problems 
reveal about you?  
 
Problems, trials, and tribulations build character. Romans 
5:3-4: “We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems 
and trials, for we know that they help us develop endur-
ance. And endurance develops strength of character, and 
character strengthens our confident hope of salvation.”  
 
James 1:2-3: “My brothers and sisters, when you have 
many kinds of troubles, you should be full of joy, be-
cause you know that these troubles test your faith, and 
this will give you patience.” 
 
Some of you may be suffering right now. If you are, I want 
you to understand that you aren’t suffering because you are 
a worse sinner than the rest of us.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

June 30, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum  
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... David Wilson 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ David McFadden 
Greeters……………………..Debbie Stokes 
                                          Joy Kay Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

David McFadden, Frank Scudder, Rick Phil-
lips, Lonnie Seabaugh, Jerry Phipps 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Toothbrushes 
 
July 2………..Ladies’ Devotional 
July 9………..Elders & Deacons Meet 
July 15-19….VBS 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

June 30, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Lonnie Seabaugh 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes ............ 55 
Sunday Morning Worship .......... 76 
Sunday Evening Worship ........... 44 
Wednesday Worship ................... 31 
Contribution……………..$1,545.70 
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The real pain is that it seems that God is not 
listening and seeing what is going on.   
 
We ask, “Where is God - why is He avoiding us 
- why won’t He answer?  Why, if God is all 
powerful, doesn’t He remove suffering from 
the world?”   
 
When we ask that question we are assuming 
that He hasn’t done anything at all.  But in fact, 
He has, is, and will.  First, God Himself came 
into this world, with all its sorrow, pain, and 
wickedness, and lived as a man.  Jesus was well 
acquainted with suffering.  He knew poverty, 
thirst, hunger, injustice, physical abuse, heart-
break, and betrayal.  He ended his life in excru-
ciating pain.  So God understands our condi-
tion.  He has personally experienced it – even 
Jesus suffered:  
 
Isaiah 52:14 – “But many were amazed when 
they saw Him.  His face was so disfigured he 
seemed hardly human, and from His appear-
ance, one would scarcely know He was a 
man.”  
 
Hebrews 2:10 – “God, for whom and through 
whom everything was made, chose to bring 
many children into glory. And it was only 
right that he should make Jesus, through his 
suffering, a perfect leader, fit to bring them 
into their salvation.”  
 
Hebrews 5:8-9: “Even though Jesus was God’s 
Son, he learned obedience from the things he 
suffered. In this way, God qualified him as a 
perfect High Priest, and he became the source 
of eternal salvation for all those who obey 
him.”    
 
Without the cross and the resurrection of Jesus, 
suffering has no meaning; it becomes a hope-
less encounter with pain. But because Jesus 
suffered and died and rose victorious over the 
grave – we have hope!  

Church services in the not too distant future 
 
PREACHER: “Please turn on your tablet, PC, 
iPad, cellphone, and Kindle Bibles to 1 Corin-
thians 13:13, and please switch on your Blue-
tooth to download the sermon.” 
 
“You can log on to the church Wi-fi using the 
password Lord909887.” 
 
“Now, Let us pray, committing this week into 
God's hands. Open your Apps, BBM, Twitter 
and Facebook and chat with God.” 
 
“As we take our Sunday offering, Please have 
your credit and debit cards ready. The ushers 
will now come forward and pass the mobile 
card swipe machines. Those who prefer to 
make electronic funds transfers may now rise 
and use the computers at the rear of the audi-
torium. Those who prefer to use iPads flip 
them open now. Those who prefer telephone 
banking, take out your cellphones to transfer 
your contributions to the church account.” 
 
[The atmosphere of the place becomes truly 
electrified as ALL the cellphones, iPads, PCs, 
and laptops beep and flicker.] 
 
Closing Announcements: 
 
“This week's ministry cell meetings will be 
held on the various Facebook group pages 
where the usual group chatting takes place. 
Please log in and don't miss out.” 
 
“Wednesday’s Bible study will be held live on 
Skype at 1900hrs GMT.” 
 
“You can follow your preacher on Twitter this 
weekend for counseling and prayers.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAYERS:   
 
Jerry Roark is in HealthSouth. 
 
Mike Seabaugh is not doing well. 
 
Ruby Hood, Jessie Ellis’ mother, will have blad-
der surgery June 27th. 
 
Chuck Lemmons of Paragould has cancer in his 
liver. 
 
Also on the prayer list are:  Gladie Kemp, Della 
Imboden, C.M. Tarwater,  Patty Stevenson, 
R.W. & Betty Gibson, Virginia Harris, Jamie 
Bartholomew, Paige McFadden, Dean Jones, 
Judith Stevenson, Juanita & Roger Castle, Sue 
Polston, Karen Gilmore, Zach Briggs, Susan 
Johnson Williams, Gary Davis, Johnita Bur-
nett, Butch Duker, Gale Lacy, J.T. Lacy,  Ken-
neth Witcher, Hugh Keller, David Newsome, 
Melody Douglas, Columbus Walls. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Kennon (McCrory); Betty 
Canard (Wynne Healthcare); J.R. McFarland 
(Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Rutherford 
(McCrory) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

WE REJOICE that Virginia Watkins was 
baptized Saturday morning, June 22, 2013. 
 
THANKS & appreciation is sent from Rene 
Slocum for all the birthday cards that she 
received. 
 
LADIES’ DEVOTIONAL  will be held Tues-
day, July 2nd, in the fellowship room.  All 
ladies are invited. 
 
VBS will be held July 15-19.  The theme is 
“Circus of Faith.”  Everyone from 2 yrs. 
through adults is welcome. 

Some of you are doing great right now, no 
complaints. That doesn’t mean you are better 
than the person sitting next to you who is 
hurting.  
 
Didn’t God say in Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I 
know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of 
evil, to give you a future and a hope.”   
 
Now if that is true, why does life have to be so 
difficult, why doesn’t God just “fix” every-
thing so we never have to suffer?  
 
So often when tragedies strike or hard times 
come, we ask, “Where is God when we hurt 
and it won’t stop hurting?”  In asking this 
question, we assume that God must not have 
known what was about to happen to us or else 
He would have prevented it.  Or we assume 
that God must not love us, because surely, if 
He loved us, He would keep us from all hurtful 
times and hard experiences.  Or maybe God 
messed up, or maybe He was busy somewhere 
else and forgot about us.  All of these assump-
tions are wrong.  God knows, and God loves, 
and God never makes mistakes.  
 
Yet so many people, including many Chris-
tians, have the idea that God is angry and 
looking to strike them down any time they 
make a mistake. Friends, somewhere along the 
way God has gotten some bad press.  God is 
not mad at us, He is mad about us; He isn’t 
looking to level us, He is longing to love us; 
God does not hate us, He desires to help us; 
God doesn’t want to hurt us, He wants to heal 
us; God doesn’t want to be separated from us, 
He wants to save us.  He wants to be more 
than our creator; He wants to be our Father. 
God cannot love you more – He will not love 
you less.   
 
It has been said that the real pain of suffering 
is not the actual hurt and pain that we go 
through - martyrs have proven that physical 
suffering can be endured.   


