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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail        h.r.churchofchrist@att.net 

Web Site    
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The Color of your Language (Part 1) 

 
In our world today, cursing/profanity is everywhere! We are 
exposed to it at the supermarket, over the back fence, and 
at ball games. It fills our novels, movies, and is all over tele-
vision. We hear it — not just from sailors (cuss like a sailor), 
or from the French (pardon my French) — but from all lev-
els of society. It used to be the case that a gentleman would 
never use profanity in the presence of a woman — and deep 
down he knew he shouldn’t use it anywhere. Now, women 
can swear with the best or worst of them.  Small children, 
who have not learned to discuss much of anything yet on an 
intellectual basis, can cuss a “blue” streak. It almost seems 
as if some of their first words are of the “four-letter” varie-
ty.  I wonder why?   
 
The Parents Television Council says children watching TV  
during the first hour of primetime (8:00 to 9:00 Eastern), 
once dubbed the family hour, now encounter violence, pro-
fanity or sexual content every 3½ minutes of non-
commercial airtime, with the use of profanity up 58 per 
cent from two years ago. And the nature of the language 
(e.g., sexual explicitness) is getting qualitatively worse. 
 
Once upon a time a radio or TV station could get into BIG 
trouble for using profanity on the air! The Federal Commu-
nications Commission would impose a big fine on the sta-
tion and you could end up in prison.  

 
But the movies and songs that come out now contain 
shameless speech.  Many movies that are now considered 
family oriented contain vile, filthy, and cheap language.   
 
We have come a long ways since the world was shocked  by 
Rhett Butler’s last words in “Gone with the Wind.” 

 
 

Sunday Morning Servers 

July 28, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Doug Wilson 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Ron Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Steve Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Frank & Ella  
                                          Crouch                                          
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, Steve Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Sugar 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

July 28, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. David McFadden 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes ........... NA 
Sunday Morning Worship .......... 82 
Sunday Evening Worship ........... 26 
Wednesday Worship (VBS) ......... 86 
Contribution……………..$2,553.06 
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Matthew 5:44: “But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good 
to those who hate you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you and persecute you.”   
 
Profanity is usually defined as language that 
involves taking God’s name in vain. It is vile, 
vulgar, or irreverent language that is viciously 
degrading to others and shows contempt for 
sacred things, especially the name of God. It 
includes obscene, lewd or abusive language 
that is characterized by foul-mouthed and blas-
phemous cursing—blue language! 
 
Language that uses God’s name in vain is clear-
ly wrong!  Exodus 20:7 – “You shall not take 
the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His 
name in vain.”   
 
The word ‘vain’ means—“empty or meaning-
less.” It’s a lack of reverence to God, and a lack 
of respect to any others around us. To take 
God’s name in vain is saying—God is meaning-
less to me. I can use His name and not even 
mean it. 
 
We can also break the third commandment 
through: 
 
Hypocrisy—claiming to be a child of God but 
acting in a way that disgraces Him.  
 
Frivolity—using the name of God in a superfi-
cial, stupid way, including euphemisms (a eu-
phemism is a mild or toned down expression 
that takes the place of profanity or a harsh ex-
pression. It is the substitution of a mild, indi-
rect, or vague expression for one thought to be 
offensive, harsh, or blunt). 
 

What is the color of your language? 
 
Job 27:4 – “My lips will not speak 
wickedness, nor my tongue utter 
deceit.” 

8 Questions to Diagnose the  
Evangelistic Health of Your Church 

  
1)      Are members more concerned about the 
lost than their own preferences and comfort? 
  
2)      Does the church pray for the lost? 
  
3)      Are the members of the church open to 
reaching people who don't look or act like 
them? The gospel breaks all racial, ethnic, and 
language barriers? 
  
4)      Do conflicts and critics zap the evangelis-
tic energy of the church? An evangelistic 
church is a united church. A divided church is 
rarely evangelistic. 

  
5)      Do Sunday school classes seek to reach 
lost persons within the class?  
  
6)      Is the leadership of the church evangelis-
tic? The congregation will follow and emulate 
the priorities of the church leadership. 
  
7)      Do the sermons regularly communicate 
the gospel and point people to Jesus? 
  
8)      Are there ministries in the church that 
encourage members to be evangelistic? 
  
After their imprisonment for sharing the gospel 
with others, Peter and John appeared before 
the Sanhedrin who demanded their silence. Lis-
ten to how the two Apostles, with their lives on 
the line, responded to their accusers: “But Pe-
ter and John answered them, ‘Whether it's 
right in the sight of God for us to listen to 
you rather than to God, you decide; for we 
are unable to stop speaking about what we 
have seen and heard’” (Acts 4:19-20). 

I pray that more and more of our church mem-
bers have the heart and attitude exemplified by 
Peter and John. May we be so motivated to 
share the gospel that we are unable to stop 
speaking about what we have seen and heard! 

PRAYERS: 
 

Betty Andrews is home recuperating. 
 
 

David Wilson is having problems with his med-
ications. 
 

Betty Porter, niece of Joy Kay Wilson, has 
breast cancer. 
 

Jack Runsick, who works with Rick Phillips, 
will have heart bypass surgery this week. 
 

Rick Armstrong has prostate & bladder cancer. 
 
“Catfish” Lynn Dunham is in White County  
Hospital in Searcy. 
 
Others on the prayer list are:  Jerry Roark, 
Gladie Kemp, Della Imboden, C.M. Tarwater,  
Patty Stevenson, R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Mike 
Seabaugh, Ruby Hood,  Karen Gilmore, Judith 
Stevenson,  Juanita & Roger Castle, Melvin 
Marrow, Susan Johnson Williams, Gary Davis, 
Johnita Burnett, Gale Lacy,  Hugh Keller, Da-
vid Newsome, Melody Douglas, Chuck Lem-
mons. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
WE REJOICE that Molly Stevenson & Tami Fitz-
gerald were both baptized Sunday. 
 
THANKS to all who worked to put our VBS to-
gether: decorations—Jeanie Wilson & Libby Ma-
hon; driving the van—Frank Scudder; teach-
ers—Sandra Phillips, Melissa Burnett, Connie 
Wilson, Melanie Wilson, Kayla Owens, Libby 
Mahon, Debbie Stokes, Karen McFadden, Jeanie 
Wilson, Candace Scudder, Annette Wilson, Rick 
Phillips, & Jody McFadden; the ladies who 
served refreshments & brought food for the 
picnic; & the clean-up crew afterwards.  We had 
an average of 86 for the week. 

The use of “formerly forbidden words” has 
increased dramatically in recent years—now it 
is not surprising to hear such language come 
from women, teenagers, business people, 
teachers and young children. We can now ex-
pect there to be loud profanity in many public 
places, even places that claim to provide a 
family atmosphere.  A recent Barna Research 
survey reveals the use of profanity is consid-
ered morally acceptable by 37% of church peo-
ple.  As parents, if you bring it home to your 
family, whether by books, movies, music, or 
your own speech, you are providing a destruc-
tive influence for your own family. 
 
Is cursing a sin?  Many words we consider to 
be “curse words” are not in the Bible because 
they were formed after the formation of the 
Bible, but considering the spirit of the Bible we 
can make assumptions that cursing is by itself 
harmful to the soul.   
 
A common worldly definition of a swear word 
is “a word that someone doesn’t like.”  I have 
heard it said that “curse words were made to 
mean what they do by society, so no words 
are really bad.”  But is that true? 
 
The word “curse” comes from the Greek word 
“kataroamai” and means “language meant to 
wish evil or ruin.”  
 
Matthew 26:73-74:  “And a little later those 
who stood by came up and said to Peter, 
“Surely you also are one of them, for your 
speech betrays you.” Then he began to curse 
and swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” 
 
This type of language is unacceptable to God 
and does not bring Him glory!  James 3:8-10: 
“But no man can tame the tongue. It is an 
unruly evil, full of deadly poison. With it we 
bless our God and Father, and with it we 
curse men, who have been made in the simil-
itude of God. Out of the same mouth pro-
ceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, 
these things ought not to be so.” 
 


