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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com 

Web Site     
  www. hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Can tragedy come to good people (Part 4) 

 
Hebrews 11:32-38: “How much more do I need to say? It 
would take too long to recount the stories of the faith of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all 
the prophets. By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, 
ruled with justice, and received what God had promised 
them. They shut the mouths of lions, quenched the 
flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the 
sword. Their weakness was turned to strength. They be-
came strong in battle and put whole armies to flight. 
Women received their loved ones back again from death. 
But others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in 
order to be set free. They placed their hope in a better 
life after the resurrection. Some were jeered at, and their 
backs were cut open with whips. Others were chained in 
prisons. Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half, 
and others were killed with the sword. Some went about 
wearing skins of sheep and goats, destitute and op-
pressed and mistreated. They were too good for this 
world, wandering over deserts and mountains, hiding in 
caves and holes in the ground.” 
 
It sure doesn’t look like the person who is going through 
these kinds of troubles is loved; it even appears like they 
are God-forsaken and maybe even God-afflicted.   
 
In his writings, Paul assures Christians, and he is speaking 
from personal experience, that trials and persecution are 
natural, expected parts of living for God, that bad things do 
happen to good Christian people!   
 
But no matter what happens, no physical force nor any spir-
itual force can take you away from God’s love! 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Servers 

July 14, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum  
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... George Burnett 
Announcements ................ David McFadden 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Glenda Tarwater 
                                          Betty Ford 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 George Burnett 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

David Wilson, Steve Eppes, George Burnett, 
Doug Wilson, Alan Mahon 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...Tea Bags (Decaff) 
 
July 15-19…...VBS 
July 19………..Picnic 
 
 
 

 

Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 232 
Hickory Ridge, AR 72347 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Non-profit 

Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 1 

72347 

Sunday Evening Servers 

July 14, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Rick Phillips 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes ............ 47 
Sunday Morning Worship .......... 80 
Sunday Evening Worship ........... 34 
Wednesday Worship ................... 42 
Contribution……………..$3,340.51 
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2 Corinthians 4:16-18: “…Though our bodies 
are dying, our spirits are being renewed eve-
ry day. For our present troubles are small and 
won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us 
a glory that vastly outweighs them and will 
last forever! So we don’t look at the troubles 
we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on 
things that cannot be seen. For the things we 
see now will soon be gone, but the things we 
cannot see will last forever.” 
 
Revelation 21:4 – “And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes; there shall be no 
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 
shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away.”  
 
One day, everything will be fixed and re-
deemed. But for the time being, we have to live 
in an imperfect world where there are storms, 
accidents, disease, and evil people.  No matter 
what happens, we must always trust that God 
knows what is best for us! 
 
Job 13:15 – “Though He slay me, yet will I 
trust Him…” 
 
These are difficult days, but because He lives, I 
can face tomorrow. Because He lives, all fear 
is gone. Because I know He holds the future 
and life is worth the living just because He 
lives! 
 
 
 

“Can bad things happen to good 
people?  That only happened 

once, and He volunteered for it!”  
 

Romans 5:8 – “But God demon-
strates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were still sin-

ners, Christ died for us.” 
 

 

PRAYERS:   
 
Doyle Hogan’s brother, Joe Hogan’s newest 
grandbaby was taken to the hospital Friday 
with possible spinal meningitis 
 
Ruby Hood, Jessie Ellis’ mother, is doing 
well. 
 
Also on the prayer list are:  Jerry Roark, 
Gladie Kemp, Della Imboden, C.M. Tarwa-
ter,  Patty Stevenson, R.W. & Betty Gib-
son,  Mike Seabaugh, Paige McFadden,  
Jamie Bartholomew, Sue Polston, Karen 
Gilmore, Judith Stevenson, Dean Jones, 
Juanita & Roger Castle, Susan Johnson 
Williams, Gary Davis, Johnita Burnett, 
Gale Lacy,  Kenneth Witcher, Hugh Keller, 
David Newsome, Melody Douglas, Colum-
bus Walls, Chuck Lemmons, Trent Sides. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
VBS will be held July 15-19, from 6:30-8:15 
p.m.  The theme this year is  “Circus of 
Faith.”  Classes are from 2 yrs. through 
adults.  All are invited.  
 
PICNIC will be held Friday, July 19th, in 
the fellowship hall at 7:30 p.m., following 
VBS. 
 

*************** 
 

An Egotist is a person who seems to be 
 ME DEEP in everything. 

 

WHO ARE YOU LIVING FOR? 
 

“And the world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth forever” (1 John 2:17). 
 
The only thing that is going to last are the 
things of God. Period. 
 
The world is passing away.  Our days are 
fleeting.  One day we will all be gone from 
this earth as we know it.  You see, we’re 
not citizens of earth trying to get to heav-
en.  We are citizens of heaven sojourning 
here on earth.  This earth is not our home. 
 
Are you living for the praise of men?  Or 
for the glory of God? 
 
Are you living for time?  Or are you living 
for eternity? 
 
Are you living for the things that can be 
seen? Or for the things that cannot be 
seen? 
 
One of these days, this old world and all of 
its vaulted culture, proud philosophies, 
and godless materialism is going to be for-
gotten.  But he that “doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever.” 
 
Take stock: Who are you really living for? 
 

 LIVE FOR JESUS TODAY. 
 

—Jim Murrell 
 

**************** 
 

“We need each other to get  
where God wants us to go.” 

 

God does not always prevent evil things from 
happening to us. In addition to natural disas-
ters, accidents and diseases, Christians have 
also been abused, tortured, and persecuted by 
evil people for 2000 years.   
 
Even if we face persecution, God doesn’t want 
us to be afraid:  Matthew 10:28 – “And do not 
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill 
the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
 
God is not ignoring us as we suffer, just the 
opposite. Matthew 10:29 – “Are not two spar-
rows sold for a copper coin? And not one of 
them falls to the ground apart from your 
Father’s will.”   
 
Though God provides for the sparrows, some-
times bad things happen to them to include 
being hunted and killed.  Although God watch-
es over every one of us, and protects our souls 
from evil, this does not mean that our physical 
lives will be free from pain and suffering.   
 
The Bible says that God knows when every 
sparrow falls and that he has every hair num-
bered.  He has heard every prayer, and He is as 
grieved by what happens here as we are.  For 
us to view the role of pain and suffering 
properly, we have to wait for the whole story.   
 
So whatever it is that you are facing, just re-
member that it’s temporary, it will come to an 
end!  
 
1 Peter 1:6-7: “So be truly glad. There is won-
derful joy ahead, even though you have to 
endure many trials for a little while. These 
trials will show that your faith is genuine. It 
is being tested as fire tests and purifies 
gold—though your faith is far more precious 
than mere gold. So when your faith remains 
strong through many trials, it will bring you 
much praise and glory and honor on the day 
when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole 
world.” 
 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/1%20Peter%201.6-7

