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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 5:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
What must I do to be saved?  (Part 7) 

 
Another part of our response to the gospel is the “Great Con-
fession” that we believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Confess-
ing with his mouth that he had come to believe in Jesus was 
part of the jailer’s response to the gospel. 
 
When you confess Jesus to be the Son of God, you are not just 
acknowledging His identity - you are taking a stand against 
the opinions of the world and aligning yourself with Him.  If 
you have confessed Jesus, you have pledged your loyalty to 
Him. If you have not confessed Him, you are “undeclared.” 
 
One cannot surrender to Christ by being a secret disciple.  On 
Judgment day, Jesus will deny those who refused to confess 
Him publicly:  
 
Matthew 10:32-33: “Therefore whoever confesses Me before 
men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in 
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also 
deny before My Father who is in heaven.” 
 
Matthew 16:13-19: “When Jesus came into the region of 
Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do 
men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” So they said, “Some say 
John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not pre-
vail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 

Sunday Morning Servers 

December 29, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Jody McFadden 
Scripture .............................. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ John Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Jerry & Kathy 
                                          Phipps                                         
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Rick Phillips, Larry Volk, Lonnie Seabaugh, 
Jerry Phipps, Frank Scudder 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 
Children’s Home…...Furniture Polish 
 
January 7……...Ladies’ Devotional 
January 7……...Elders & Deacons Meet 
January 13…….Blood Drive at City Hall 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

December 29, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Doug Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….…….62 
Sunday Morning Worship…………82 
Sunday Evening Worship………….38 
Wednesday Worship………...……..38 
Contribution………….….................NA 
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Some describe Him as a wonderful teacher, a 
great philosopher; others have labeled Him a 

“superstar” or a man possessed of divine 

qualities.  
 
All mean well, but they are, like those of Jesus’ 
time, far short of the truth.  
 
Having heard what people in general were say-
ing about Him, Jesus now asked the disciples 

directly, “But who do you say that I am?”  

 
This is the real issue. Jesus did not expect the 
people in general to recognize His true identity, 
but what about His own men? What did they 
think? Had all of His teaching and demonstra-
tions of power sunk in, or had it all been wast-
ed on them? 
 
Peter’s reply is completely different from what 

the people were saying: “You are the 

Christ…”  Peter was acknowledging the great 

truth that Jesus was Israel’s “Messiah,” the 

anointed one sent by God to redeem His peo-
ple.  
 
This was a significant confession in itself, but 

Peter said much more than this. He added, “…

the Son of the living God.”  

 
Many among the Jews were actively looking for 
a Messiah. No one in Israel expected the Messi-
ah to be the Son of God!  
 
But Peter was obviously correct, for Jesus said, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
My Father who is in heaven.”  
 
That Jesus is indeed both the Messiah and the 

Son of God is the “Great Confession” that all 

Christians must make, and that includes us.  
 

This truth is the “rock” upon which the church 

itself is built. 
 

What exactly does it mean to “confess Jesus” 

as the Christ and the Son of God? 
 

The word “confess” is basically a legal term. 

Literally, it means “to say the same thing,” 

to acknowledge something as true. The Word of 
God says that Jesus is both the Messiah and the 
Son of God.  
 
We either “say the same thing that God says 
about Jesus” (confess), or else we deny the 
truth about Him.  
 
You may have started out in life believing 
something false about Jesus, or maybe believ-
ing nothing at all.  
 
But in order to be a Christian, you must make a 
decision about His identity and confess that 
truth. But admitting the truth about Jesus’ 
identity is only the beginning of what it means 
to confess Him. 
 
Romans 10:9-10: “…that if you confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in 
your heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart 
one believes unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 
 
1 John 2:22-23: “Who is the liar? It is whoever 
denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person 
is the antichrist—denying the Father and the 
Son. No one who denies the Son has the Fa-
ther; whoever acknowledges the Son has the 
Father also.” 
 
1 John 4:15 – “Whoever confesses that Jesus 
is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he 
in God.” 
 

“I believe that Jesus Christ is the 

Son of the Living God!” 

 
 

Next: Making the Great Confession! 

PRAYERS: 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Brenda & Da-
vid McFadden, Gladie Kemp, Betty An-
drews,  C.M. Tarwater,  Leonard Wilson, 
R.W. & Betty Gibson, Daniel Barker, Bob 
Eppes, Judith Stevenson, Billy Baldwin, 
Virignia Harris, Lisa Sanders, James Shoe-
maker, Johnita Burnett, Gary Davis, Gale 
Lacy, John Chapel, Leslie Mosley,  Boyce 
Jones, Gary Poindexter, Chuck Lemmons, 
Kevin Beard, Kenneth Dowdy, Anita 
Trobaugh,  Mary Devasier, Donald Davis, 
Danny Jackson, Mary Ruth Nesler, Rick 
Armstrong, Lillie Deckleman, Tim Bur-
nette, Chris McIllwane, Joel Harris. 
 

Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
MIDWEEK Bible class is Thursday, January 
2nd. 
 

LADIES’ DEVOTIONAL will be held in the 
fellowship room Tuesday, January 7th, at 
7:00 p.m.  All ladies are invited. 
 

ELDERS & DEACONS will meet in the li-
brary Tuesday, January 7th, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE will be held at Hickory 
Ridge City Hall Monday, January 13th. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Jennifer Burnette 
on the birth of a daughter Katelyn Eliza-
beth Huff, born December 18, 2013, at 
11:39 p.m., weighing 6 lb 10 oz & 19 3/4” 
long.  Melissa Burnett is the proud grand-
mother.   Larry & Loretta Volk are the great 
grandparents. 

Before His suffering and death took place, Je-
sus had to find out if His men understood 
what He had been showing and telling them. 
Did they really know who He was? They had 
followed Him this far, but how much further 
would they be willing to go? Were they con-
vinced enough of His identity to go with Him 
all the way to the cross?  
 
Because these tremendous issues were at 
stake, Jesus raised the question of His identi-
ty. He did so indirectly at first: “Who do men 
say that I, the Son of Man, am?” In other 
words, He was asking, “What is the popular 
opinion about Me?”  
 
In Matthew 16:14, the disciples begin to offer 

various responses: “Some say John the 

Baptist.”  

 
These apparently shared Herod’s superstition 
that Jesus was John reincarnate, come back 
from the dead to haunt him (Matthew 14:1-2: 
“When Herod Antipas, the ruler of Galilee, 
heard about Jesus, he said to his advisers, 
“This must be John the Baptist raised from 
the dead! That is why he can do such mira-
cles”).  
 

“Some Elijah.” Realizing that Jesus was cer-

tainly someone beyond the ordinary, some 
believed that He must be the manifestation of 
the greatest of Israel’s prophets; after all, Mal-
achi had said that “Elijah must come before 
the days of the Messiah (Malachi 4:5).  
 

“…and others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” These were not certain who Jesus 

was, but recognized that He must be some 
great figure from Israel’s past. 
 
These were all honorable suggestions and 
were no doubt intended as compliments. But 
they were completely wrong! Even today, peo-
ple cannot help but recognize Jesus as at least 

a “great man.”  


