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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 5:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
What must I do to be saved?  (Part 6) 

 
Luke 13:1 – “About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate 
had murdered some people from Galilee as they were offer-
ing sacrifices at the Temple.” 
 
We cannot be sure who these Galileans were, but Christ’s lis-
teners evidently thought they had to be unusually evil to be 
killed in such a way - Luke 13:2-3: “Do you think those Galile-
ans were worse sinners than all the other people from Gali-
lee?” Jesus asked. “Is that why they suffered? Not at all! 
And you will perish, too, unless you repent of your sins and 
turn to God.” 
 
The Lord then used a second illustration to emphasize the 
same point – Luke 13:4-5: “And what about the eighteen peo-
ple who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them? Were 
they the worst sinners in Jerusalem? No, and I tell you again 
that unless you repent, you will perish, too.” 
 
The Holy Spirit wanted to make sure we did not miss the mes-
sage: repent or perish! Repentance is an essential part of be-
coming a Christian and it is an essential part of remaining a 
faithful Christian.   
 
When Jesus gave the Great Commission, repentance was part 
of the message to be preached: Luke 24:47 – “…repentance 
and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all 
nations…”   
 
When the gospel began to be preached, sinners were told to 
repent: Acts 2:37-38: “Now when they heard this, they were 
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apos-
tles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter said 
to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

Sunday Morning Servers 

December 22, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Sherman Cullum 
Scripture .............................. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer .................... Jody McFadden 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Lonnie & Judy 
                                          Seabaugh                                          
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
                                          George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Rick Phillips, Larry Volk, Lonnie Seabaugh, 
Jerry Phipps, Frank Scudder 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 
 
 
December 25…...Christmas Day 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

December 22, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Rick Phillips 
Closing Prayer  ................... Ronald Kirksey 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….…....47 
Sunday Morning Worship…………79 
Sunday Evening Worship………….39 
Wednesday Worship………...……..42 
Contribution………….…....$2,740.50 
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So if repentance is not just being sorry for sin 
and it is not just turning from doing wrong, 
then what is it?  It’s both!  
 
The best word that sums up repentance is 
“surrender” where you take everything you are, 
everything you have, and everything you will be 
in the future and give them to God! “God, I am 
Yours!” 
 
“Repentance” is “total surrender,” not just in 
the way we think, but it includes it.  Not just in 
the way we live, but it includes this as well.   
 

“Repentance is a change of mind or atti-
tude about sin that results in a change of 

lifestyle – we stop the willful sinning.” 
 
Most do not want to think/talk about their own 
sin. Many, in counseling, say, “Don’t try to 
make me feel guilty. I have enough trouble as 
it is.”  Many go to counseling to get “fixed” 
when their problem is their sin – they have 
sinned, are sinning, and plan to keep on sin-
ning.  Sin cannot “be fixed.”  Even God does 
not “fix” sin! Until sinners repent, problems 
cannot be totally solved. Counseling without 
salvation fails.  
 
Sin is not a peripheral issue; it is “the issue.” 
Sin is man’s enemy because it separates God 
from man and man from man. Sin must be hat-
ed, repented of, and rejected.  
 
Every spiritual problem is a sin problem. Every 
sin problem is a spiritual problem. The solution 
is repentance. 
 
How do you know when someone has truly re-
pented?  First, a penitent sinner makes no de-
mands. Negotiation time is over. Copping out is 
past.  
 
Denial and making excuses are ancient history. 
The “Blame Game” is over.  

Second, there are clear visible changes taking 
place in their lives – their new lives “prove” 
that they have repented. God will not accept a 
half-hearted, “I checked all the boxes” mentali-
ty or life-style. True repentances brings change! 
 
The word “sin” is not something that we talk 
about too much, not even in the church today.  
We have “struggles,” we have “strongholds,” 
but very rarely do we say, “I’m living a life of 
sin.”   
 
We may have dropped “repentance” from our 
vocabulary, but it is in the Bible over 900 times. 
It was the last word of Jesus in Luke 24; it was 
the first word of Peter in Acts 2 (Pentecost). 
The final word of Jesus to the church was 
“repent” (Revelation 2-3).  
 
The church in America today is nearly power-
less because its pews are filled with lukewarm 
halfhearted “Christians” who have never truly 
repented.  
 
The church is full of sin and people who are 
living sinful lives, people who are ok with doing 
what they think is “just enough,” people who 
have been deceived into believing that they are 
going to walk right in through those Pearly 
Gates and say “I was just having a good time.”  
These are people who are ok with going to 
church every now and then, and staying the 
same wimpy little Christians that they have 
always been. 
 
Churches every Sunday are literally filled with 
sinners who need to repent - the worldly, the 
greedy, the apathetic, the holier-than-thou’s, 
the ‘I’m better than you’s’, the gossipers, the 
worriers, the profane, the immoral, the addict-
ed, the hateful, the bitter, the mad, the proud, 
the stingy, the mean, the unforgiving, and the 
bossy!  
 
It is time for true repentance! All those not 
right with God, not right with others, not right 
with self – need to repent!  Do you?????????? 

PRAYERS: 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Gladie Kemp, 
Betty Andrews, Leonard Wilson, C.M. Tar-
water,   R.W. & Betty Gibson, Daniel Barker, 
Bob Eppes, Roy “Hoot” Gibson, James Shoe-
maker, Jimmie Don Barker, Judith Steven-
son, Billy Baldwin, Virignia Harris, Teddy 
Milton, Fred Milton, Johnita Burnett, Gary 
Davis, Gale Lacy, John Chapel, Leslie Mos-
ley,  Boyce Jones, Gary Poindexter, Chuck 
Lemmons, Kevin Beard, Kenneth Dowdy, 
Anita Trobaugh,  Mary Devasier, Donald 
Davis, Danny Jackson, Mary Ruth Nesler, 
Rick Armstrong, Lillie Deckleman, Tim Bur-
nette, Chris, McIllwane, Joel Harris. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of Wil-
liam Burnett, George Burnett’s brother, from 
Fulton, MS, who passed away Sunday morn-
ing. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Ian & Britaney Gil-
more on the birth of a daughter, Lillian 
Astrid, born December 10, 2013.  She weighs 
7 lb. 8 oz. & is 20” long.  The proud grand-
mother is Karen Gilmore.  Roy & Patty Ste-
venson are the great grandparents. 
 
THANKS to all who contributed supplies to 
the Children’s Home in Paragould. 
 
MIDWEEK services during the holidays will 
be held on Thursday, December 26th, & 
Thursday, January 2nd. 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS & Happy New Year to 
all our readers. 

Acts 3:19 – “Repent therefore and be con-
verted, that your sins may be blotted out, so 
that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord.” 
 
One of the most important things about re-
pentance that we must understand is that re-
pentance is not just being “sorry I sinned.”   
 
2 Corinthians 7:10 – “For godly sorrow pro-
duces repentance leading to salvation, not to 
be regretted; but the sorrow of the world 
produces death.” 
 
“Godly sorrow” is grief which comes into our 
hearts because we have offended God.  Our 
hearts are broken because we know that we 
have trampled the great heart of God under 
our feet – we have mistreated and offended 
God! Until we become convinced and convict-
ed that it was our sin that put Jesus on the 
cross, we will never truly repent.  
 
Sometimes people who claim to be sorry for 
their sins actually have “the sorrow of the 
world” - they are sorry they got caught or 
they feel sorry for themselves because they 
have to suffer the consequences of their ac-
tions. But just because a person “cries” or is 
experiencing “regret” does not mean they 
have repented (Esau in Hebrews 12:16-17).   
 
Paul said “Godly sorrow” produces repent-
ance – not that it is repentance, but that it 
produces repentance.  Remember, when Peter 
preached on Pentecost, the Jews were convict-
ed of their sins and were sorry they had cruci-
fied Jesus.  But they were still told to re-
pent.  So no, sorrow for sins, by itself, is not 
repentance. 
 
A “change of life” is another essential factor 
in the repentance process, but a change of life 
alone is not repentance.   
 
It is possible to reform and make changes in 
your life and not repent, but reforming by it-
self isn’t true repentance. 


