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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail        h.r.churchofchrist@att.net 

Web Site    
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.761.0649 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Hope 

 
“I am dead. There is no hope for me.” These words 
were spoken by Charles Manson on December 26, 
1969, as he stood before Judge William Keene in Los 
Angeles, California. Manson was answering questions 
about the senseless slayings of seven persons, includ-
ing the movie actress named Sharon Tate. 
 
Regrettable, the pitiful cry of Manson is the lamenta-
tion of multiplied millions all over this sin blasted 
planet called earth. Men and women live all around us 
without love, faith, and optimism. Their lives are a 
mixture of broken hearts, crushed spirits, and worst 
of all, empty souls. 
 
Dr. R. McNair Wilson said, “Hope is the medicine I 
use more than any other. Hope can cure nearly eve-
rything.” Another physician pointed out, “If you lead 
a person to believe there’s no hope, you drive anoth-
er nail in his coffin.” 
 
“God also bound himself with an oath, so that those 
who received the promise could be perfectly sure 
that he would never change his mind. So God has 
given both his promise and his oath. These two 
things are unchangeable because it is impossible for 
God to lie. Therefore, we who have fled to him for 
refuge can have great confidence as we hold to the 
hope that lies before us. This hope is a strong and 
trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us 
through the curtain into God’s inner sanctu-
ary” (Hebrews 6:17-19).                                       (over) 

Sunday Morning Servers 

December 16, 2012 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Lonnie Seabaugh 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ Jody McFadden 
Greeters……………………..Glenda Tarwater 
                                          Betty Ford 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Lonnie Seabaugh 
 Jerry Phipps 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

David McFadden, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Sea-
baugh, Doug Wilson, Rick Phillips 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Cocoa Powder 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

December 16, 2012 
Scripture & Prayer ............. David McFadden 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes ............ 48 
Sunday Morning Worship .......... 70 
Sunday Evening Worship ........... 36 
Wednesday Worship ................... 36 
Contribution………….…$2,004.00 
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Preacher and a barber 

A preacher and an atheistic barber were 
once walking through the city slums. 
 
Said the barber to the preacher: "This is 
why I cannot believe in a God of love. If 
God was as kind and loving as you say, 
He would not permit all this poverty, dis-
ease, and squalor. He would not allow 
these poor bums to be addicted to dope 
and other character-destroying habits. 
No, I cannot believe in a God who per-
mits these things. 

The minister was silent until they met a 
man who was especially unkept and 
filthy.  His hair was hanging down his 
neck and he had a half-inch of stubble on 
his face. 
 
Said the minister: “You can’t be a very 
good barber or you wouldn’t permit a 
man like that to continue living in this 
neighborhood without a haircut and a 
shave.” 
 
Indignantly the barber answered: “Why 
blame me for that man’s condition?  I 
can’t help it that he is like that.  He has 
never come in my shop.  I could fix him 
up and make him look like a gentleman!” 
 
Giving the barber a penetrating look, the 
minister said: "Then don't blame God for 
allowing the people to continue in their 
evil ways, when He is constantly inviting 
them to come and be saved." 
 

*************** 
 

“The Bible is God’s love letter to us.” 

PRAYERS:   
 

Johnny H. Wilson is in ICU in St. Barnards. 
C.M. Tarwater had a CT Scan Tuesday. 
Corky Stevenson fell & is in his wheel-
chair. Ronald Kirksey will have surgery in 
January. Johnita Burnett does not have 
cancer on her brain.  There is a spot on her 
spine that she is waiting to see a doctor 
about.  Johnita began chemo Tuesday. Wil-
liam Spurlock will have a heart valve 
transplant. Also on the prayer list are: 
Gladie Kemp, Jerry Roark, Coy Burnett, 
Patty Stevenson, Dewey & Della Imbo-
den, Floyd Canard, Betty Gibson,  
Lynnette Imboden, Mike Seabaugh, Doyle 
Ford, Maxine Stokes, Boyce Jones, Terry 
& Judith Stevenson, Hannah Davis,  Gary 
Davis, Billy Kemp, Gale Lacy, Glenda Lux, 
Shirley Holbrooks, Wanda Pledge, Dianne 
Knappier, Sharon O’Conner, Dylan Her-
nandez, Gladys McClanahan. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); Betty Kennon (McCrory); 
Eloise Long (Trumann); J.R. McFarland 
(Crestpark in Wynne);  
 
WE REJOICE that Coy Burnett, David Wil-
son, & Sherman Cullum all came forward 
Wednesday evening asking for prayers. 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of 
Earl Bolden, whose stepson recently 
passed away. 
 

******************* 

 
“Patience is the ability to throttle your 
motor when you feel like stripping the 
gears.” 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
THANKS to all who gave supplies to the 
Children’s Home in Paragould. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Creighton Powell 
for being accepted to the University of 
Tennessee School of Dentistry. 
 
THANKS to Debbie Stokes, Myra Freese, & 
families for the beautiful poinsettias given 
in memory of Delbert & Lyda Mae Littles. 
 

*************** 
 

NO THANKS 
 

Preacher:  “Little boy, can you tell me how 
to get to the post office?” 
Little boy: “It’s three blocks that way on 
Jefferson Street.” 
Preacher: “Thank you.  If you come to 
church this Sunday, I’ll tell you how to get 
to heaven.” 
Little boy:  “No thanks.  You don’t know 
how to get to the post office!” 

 
**************** 

 
TELLING THE TRUTH 

 

 A mother tried a new recipe for corn-

bread muffins using fresh corn. She asked 

her young son, “Joey, did you notice any-

thing different about my muffins?” 

 “Yes,” he replied. “They’re not burned.” 

 
***************** 

 
“Tact is getting your point across without 
stabbing someone with it.” 

—Shirley Zieve 

 

However, the message of the gospel of 
Christ brings hope to our despairing 
world: 

 
If you are going through an emotional 
earthquake with much of your joy and 
stability threatened, if all around you is 
grief and loss; if you are in the dark valley 
of disappointment – then God’s Word to 
you is a word of hope! 
 
“Life without Christ is a hopeless end – 
life with Christ is an endless hope!” 
 
“When the world says, ‘Give up,’ Hope 
whispers, ‘Try it one more time!” 

 
“Never let go of hope. One day you will 
see that it all has finally come together. 
What you have always wished for has 
finally come to be. You will look back 
and laugh at what has passed and you 
will ask yourself, 'How did I get through 
all of that?’” 

 
“When you say a situation or a person is 
hopeless, you are slamming the door in 
the face of God.” Charles L. Allen  
 
Psalm 62:5 — “Find rest, O my soul, in 
God alone; my hope comes from Him.” 
 

—Jody McFadden 
 

**************** 
 

“Temptation is sure to ring your bell.  But 
it is up to you whether you shut the door, 
stand at the door and talk to it, or invite it 
to come in and stay a while.” 
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