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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Is homosexuality a sin?  Part 1 

 
In Romans 1:24-32, Paul talks about how depraved humans 
became when they rejected God and became idolaters in the 
ancient world. The specific kind of sin he says that first 
resulted from their hatred of God was sexual immorality.    
 
The ancient idolaters had departed from God, were encour-
aging sexual lust, and approved of sexual promiscuity and 
immorality in all forms. Romans 1:24— “So God aban-
doned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts 
desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things 
with each other’s bodies.” NLT 
 
Today there is a debate raging in our culture and in our 
country that is fierce, intense, and divisive!  In every major 
city, in every state, in organizations like the Boy Scouts of 
America, in state legislatures, in congress, before the Su-
preme Court, and even in churches, the question is being 
argued — “Is gay marriage acceptable?”  We will ask and 
answer the question: “Does the Bible teach that homosexu-
ality is immoral, does God consider homosexuality a sin?” 
 
“Homosexuality” refers to sex between people of the same 
gender (two males or two females). The “homo” in 
“homosexuality” is from the Greek ‘homos,’ which means 
“like” or “same.”   
 
This is in contrast with the word “heterosexuality,” which 
refers to sex between a man and a female (‘heteros’ is Greek 
for ‘other’).  
 
Male homosexuals are often referred to as “gay,” while fe-
male homosexuals are called “lesbians.”  The latter term 
comes from the Aegean island of “Lesbos,” where female 
homosexuality was rampant in the 6th century B.C.  
 

Sunday Morning Servers 

August 18, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Steve Wilson 
Announcements ................ Doug Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Alan & Libby  
                                          Mahon                                      
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. George Burnett 
 Jerry Phipps 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Sherman Cullum, David McFadden, Jerry 
Phipps, Larry Volk, Rick Phillips 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...Toaster Pastries  
                          (Brown Sugar or Chocolate) 
 
Blood Drive….August 19 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

August 18, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. David McFadden 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes ............ 65 
Sunday Morning Worship ........ 106 
Sunday Evening Worship ........... 34 
Wednesday Worship  .................. 40 
Contribution……………..$2,041.76 
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Romans 1:25-27: “They traded the truth about 
God for a lie. So they worshiped and served 
the things God created instead of the Creator 
himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! 
Amen. That is why God abandoned them to 
their shameful desires. Even the women 
turned against the natural way to have sex 
and instead indulged in sex with each other. 
And the men, instead of having normal sexual 
relations with women, burned with lust for 
each other. Men did shameful things with oth-
er men, and as a result of this sin, they suf-
fered within themselves the penalty they de-
served.” NLT 
 
Some deny that Paul was talking about homo-
sexuality in Romans 1:26-27, but it is difficult 
to see how he could have been any clearer!   
 
Not only is it obvious that Romans 1:26-27 is 
discussing homosexuality, it is also obvious 
that homosexuality is contrary to God’s will.  
 
First, Paul said that homosexuality is the result 
of “degrading passions.”  Romans 1:26 – “For 
this reason God gave them over to degrading 
passions…” NASB 
 
The word translated as “degrading” means 
“dishonorable, shameful, vile, disgraceful, 
etc.” 
 
Then Paul referred to homosexuality as 
“unnatural.”  This is a phrase that literally 
means “against nature.” 
 
Romans 1:26-27: “…for their women ex-
changed the natural function for that which is 
unnatural, and in the same way also the men 
abandoned the natural function of the woman 
and burned in their desire toward one anoth-
er, men with men committing indecent acts 
and receiving in their own persons the due 
penalty of their error.” NASB 
 
It should be apparent to anyone familiar with 
human anatomy that it is “unnatural” for men 
to have sex with other men. 

Regarding male homosexuals, Paul said that 
men abandoned the natural function of the 
woman – they willfully rejected natural rela-
tions with women, because they “burned” (were 
consumed) in their desire toward one another. 
Instead of controlling their lust, homosexuals 
allowed it to rage out of control. 
 
Paul said in Galatians 5:19-21 that people who 
practice sexual immorality of any type will not 
be saved.   
 
Galatians 5:19-21: “Now the works of the 
flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornica-
tion, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of 
wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, here-
sies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, 
and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, 
just as I also told you in time past, that those 
who practice such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God.” 
 
The Bible makes it very clear that God does not 
endorse sexual immorality of any type! 1 Thes-
salonians 4:3 – “God’s will is for you to be 
holy, so stay away from all sexual sin.”  
 
Today, if you oppose homosexuality, you will 
be called unloving, prejudiced, closed-minded, 
homophobic, bigoted, and guilty of “hate 
speech!” 
 
It may not be popular or politically expedient 
to speak against homosexuality, but the Bible 
still says what it has always said - homosexual 
acts are sins which must be repented of, and 
the church must preach against sin! 

 

“Our culture has accepted two huge lies. The 
first is if you disagree with someone's life-
style, you must fear or hate them. The second 
is that to love someone you agree with every-
thing they say or do! Both are nonsense! You 
don't have to compromise convictions to be 
compassionate!”  Rick Warren 
 

PRAYERS: 
 
Ann Johnson saw a heart doctor Wednes-
day, August 14th. 
 

Clarence Johnson will have surgery Au-
gust 28th, for a growth on his cornea. 
 

Aubrey Clark has been transferred to the 
VA Hospital in Memphis. 
 

Tammy Crouch, Adrian’s wife, will have 
gall bladder surgery Thursday. 
 

Daisy Brook Cantrell, 4 month old great 
granddaughter of Ollie Simmons, is in the 
hospital in Batesville. 
 
Others on the prayer list are:  Gladie 
Kemp, Betty Andrews,  Jerry Roark, Della 
Imboden, C.M. Tarwater,   R.W. & Betty 
Gibson,  Mike Seabaugh, Judith Steven-
son,  Juanita & Roger Castle, Susan John-
son Williams, Gary Davis, Gale Lacy, 
Leslie Mosley, David Newsome, Melody 
Douglas, Chuck Lemmons, Rick Arm-
strong, Michael Brown, Kevin Beard. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 
SYMPATHY is extended to the family of 
Justin Anschultz of Fisher who passed 
away. 
 
SYMPATHY is also extended to the family 
of Bea Cox of Wynne who passed away. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

BLOOD DRIVE will be held Monday, Au-
gust 19th, from 4:00-8:00 p.m., at the Hick-
ory Ridge City Hall. 

Historically, homosexuality was practiced 
widely and openly in all of the civilizations 
and communities in the ancient pagan world, 
such as the Greeks and Romans, and has con-
tinued throughout history to this day! 
 
Among the famous homosexuals and bisexu-
als of the ancient world were Socrates, Plato, 
Sappho, Pindar, Alexander the Great, Virgil, 
Catullus, and Julius Caesar – to name a few. 
Fourteen of the first fifteen Roman emperors 
were professed homosexuals.  
 
The Williams Institute at the UCLA School of 
Law, a sexual orientation law and public policy 
think tank, estimates that 9 million (about 
3.8%) of Americans identify as gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or transgender (2011).  
 
The institute also found that bisexuals make 
up 1.8% of the population, while 1.7% are gay 
or lesbian. Transgender adults make up 0.3% 
of the population.  
 
Same-sex marriage has been legalized in thir-
teen states and the District of Columbia. 35 
states have gay marriage bans through either 
laws or constitutional amendments or both. 
 
The Supreme Court struck down the Defense 
of Marriage Act (DOMA) in June of this year.  
The ruling will immediately extend many ben-
efits to couples married in the states that al-
low such unions, but only in those states. 
 
The decision will only intensify the fast-
moving debate over same-sex marriage, and 
the clash in the Supreme Court reflected the 
one around the nation. 
 
In Romans 1:25-27, Paul gave a specific exam-
ple of the sinful sexual depths reached by 
their society.  
 
Most readers have no trouble recognizing that 
Paul was describing “homosexuality” in this 
passage.  
 

http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/
http://gaylife.about.com/b/2011/04/17/how-many-people-are-really-gay.htm

