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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Your children are not prepared! 

Brad Harrub 
 
The Bible is crystal clear that the church will continue until 
Jesus Christ comes again (Matthew 16:17-19). However, the 
Bible says nothing about a democracy. Look for the words 
democracy or democratic in the Bible. You will not find 
them. While Jesus guaranteed that the gates of Hades will 
not prevail against His church, He never said anything 
about America or a democratic government. He also did not 
guarantee the church would be as predominant in America 
as it has been in the past. It very well could be that there 
will only be a remnant left for our posterity. 
 
Whether people say it or not verbally, many have long con-
sidered America to be the 2nd Promised Land. We know 
about God’s promise to Abraham, but we look at our pros-
perity and affluence and consider ourselves to be a special 
land of milk and honey. Surely, God has blessed this great 
nation of freedom. 
 
But there are a couple of problems with that mentality. 
Number one, it is not in the Bible. Number two, consider the 
following truths about this alleged “blessed” nation: 
 

 Next month will mark 40 years of legalized abortion. 

 Same-sex marriage has been legalized in nine states and 

the District of Columbia. 

 The United States is the leading producer of pornogra-

phy that is being sold throughout the world. 

 Every state except Hawaii and Utah has legalized some 

form of gambling. 

 Television has become a major portal for lascivious-

ness, adultery, homosexuality, cussing, violence, etc. 

 Approximately 50% of marriages end up in divorce. 

 

Sunday Morning Servers 

August 11, 2013 
1st Prayer ............................ Leonard Wilson 
Scripture .............................. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... George Burnett 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ David McFadden 
Greeters……………………..George & Peggy  
                                          Burnett                                       
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. George Burnett 
 Frank Crouch 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Sherman Cullum, David McFadden, Jerry 
Phipps, Larry Volk, Rick Phillips 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...Toothbrushes 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

August 11, 2013 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer  ................... Doug Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes ............ 51 
Sunday Morning Worship .......... 62 
Sunday Evening Worship ........... 31 
Wednesday Worship  .................. 40 
Contribution……………..$2,122.40 
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Many Christians looked at our last election and 
said in a calm voice, “I’m not worried because 
God is in control.” Indeed, He is. But under-
stand that He was also in control when He sent 
Israel into Assyrian bondage, and when He sent 
Judah into Babylonian captivity.  
 
I believe the latest election was God’s judgment 
on our nation. We got what we asked for—and 
now God will deal justly with us for turning 
away from Him. 
 
In this new land the church is going to be re-
quired to step up and confront an immoral cul-
ture. Whether we want to admit it to ourselves, 
America is much darker today than it has been 
in the past—and as such, our lights will stand 
out more. But that light is not going to be wel-
comed by those who have embraced same-sex 
marriage, abortion, gambling, and immorality.  
 
Friends, the United States has experienced a 
period of happiness and prosperity. But those 
days are in the past. We are about to leave the 
period of apathy, decadence and idolatry—a 
phase where we mainly stuck our heads in the 
sand. We are entering a new phase—a period of 
persecution, slavery, and destruction. Are our 
children prepared? 
 
Hear me on this: If we are teaching Biblical 
Christianity we will be persecuted in this new 
phase. I believe this persecution will result in a 
purging or cleansing of the church, as many 
“Sunday morning only” Christians will give up 
their beliefs in the face of persecution. 
 
I am convinced parents today are going to need 
to train their children about how to be perse-
cuted—because it is coming much quicker than 
most ever believed. But how do we do that? 
How does a nation that has never known perse-
cution train their children to prepare for it? 

As I walk down the hallways of church build-
ings today and witness little children “coloring,  
cutting, and pasting,” I don’t see warriors 
ready to be jailed for their beliefs. I don’t see 
young people who are being trained to be warri-
ors. We must wake up to realize our nation has 
passed the tipping point. The odds of us pull-
ing back at this stage are miniscule. And thus, 
we must prepare to confront our culture with 
what sin really is. 
 
I’ll freely admit that I don’t have all the an-
swers. When I look into the eyes of my four 
children I would prefer to be naïve and think 
they are going to enjoy a peaceful life and grow 
up in an environment similar to what I experi-
enced. But the reality is the changes are already 
taking place. Persecution is right around the 
corner. And so I look into their eyes and try to 
figure out how best to prepare them for some-
thing that is somewhat foreign. While I don’t 
know the precise tactics, I do know that I must 
instill a love for Jesus Christ in their hearts that 
is stronger than anything of this world. 
 
Will my children be jailed for their beliefs? I am 
now convinced that is a very real possibility.  
 
Will the church lose its non-profit status over 
“hate speech” against homosexuality? Probably 
within the next five years.  
 
Will the church eventually have to go 
“underground” to remain the true church? I 
suspect that will be the case in many areas.  
 
But will our children’s love for Christ be strong-
er than whatever persecution may come during 
their lifetime? That my friends, is ultimately up 
to us. 
 

Psalm 33:10-12: “The Lord frustrates 

the plans of the nations and thwarts all 

their schemes. But the Lord’s plans 

stand firm forever; his intentions can 

never be shaken. What joy for the na-
tion whose God is the Lord…” 

PRAYERS: 
 
 

Betty Porter, niece of Joy Kay Wilson, is 
home. 
 

Jacey Tarwater, great granddaughter of 
C.M. & Glenda Tarwater, is home. 
 

Jim Barton is in the hospital. 
 

Anita Trobaugh has lung cancer. 
 

Clarence & Ann Johnson both have medi-
cal issues. 
 

Johnita Burnett is taking more chemo. 
 
Others on the prayer list are:  Gladie 
Kemp, Betty Andrews,  Jerry Roark, Della 
Imboden, C.M. Tarwater,   R.W. & Betty 
Gibson,  Mike Seabaugh, Judith Steven-
son,  Angela Sams, Juanita & Roger Cas-
tle, Susan Johnson Williams, Gary Davis, 
Gale Lacy, Leslie Mosley, Hugh Keller, 
David Newsome, Melody Douglas, Chuck 
Lemmons, Rick Armstrong, Michael 
Brown, Charles, Betty Nell, & Kenneth 
Dowdy, Kevin Beard. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory) 
 

************** 
 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
 

Scatter deeds of love each day 
Plant each row with care 

Sprinkle joy along your way 
Soak each one in prayer. 

 
Listen to a troubled friend 

Help someone in need 
It will come back to you ten fold 

Satisfaction guaranteed. 

 For the first time ever, more than half of 

the births in America to women younger 
than 30 are out-of-wedlock. 

 According to the 1990 Kinsey Report, 

about 50% of all married people will com-
mit adultery. 

 
How can we ask God to bless a nation that has 
immersed itself in what God has clearly de-
scribed as abomination? Our nation has em-
braced immorality, and shows no sign of turn-
ing back. God will not continue to bless a na-
tion so immersed in sin! 
 
Most scholars agree that democracy is a tem-
porary state, lasting for a couple of hundred 
years before citizens sell their freedoms in 
exchange for something.  
 
“A democracy cannot exist as a permanent 
form of government. It can only exist until 
the voters discover that they can vote them-
selves largesse from the public treasury. 
From that moment on, the majority always 
votes for the candidates promising the most 
benefits from the public treasury with the 
result that a democracy always collapses 
over loose fiscal policy, always followed by a 
dictatorship. The average age of the world's 
greatest civilizations has been 200 years.” 
Alexander Tytler, University of Edinburg, late 
1700’s 
 
“Great nations rise and fall. The people go 
from bondage to spiritual truth, to great 
courage, from courage to liberty, from liber-
ty to abundance, from abundance to selfish-
ness, from selfishness to complacency, from 
complacency to apathy, from apathy to de-
pendence, from dependence back again to 
bondage.” Benjamin Disraeli 
 
Repeatedly throughout the Old Testament we 
see a cycle of freedom where the people turn 
their back on God and are placed in bondage—
after which they cry out to God and the cycle 
continues. 


